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Dear Friends, 
 
School starts in Jefferson County next week.  Like most people across the 
country, we are watching this carefully.  If students can re-enter successfully, 
with little or no virus incidence, this will help shape how we do other activi-
ties while we await a vaccine for COVID-19, including church. 
 
Training children in the faith is an important part of child’s education, and 
the COVID virus has made it hard for our family ministry to continue in the 
traditional manner.  As we begin the school year, I’m happy to share a       
resource for parents and grandparents.  The Christian   curriculum company 
David C. Cook has free resources families can access at home.   
 
You can access the main David C. Cook website here.  If you scroll down to 
the box that says, “Free Resources,” you’ll find a list of helpful tools that can 
be used at home.  I have looked through these, and I am particularly fond of 
Eight Lessons, which focuses on characteristics of God.  Thirteen Lessons at 
Home focuses on thirteen different people Jesus interacted with in his    
ministry.  I also think the family prayer resource is a great tool. 
 
I wish I could tell you exactly when we plan to resume children’s ministry, 
but that would be dishonest.  Until we are certain social distancing can be 
maintained, and that the church isn’t inadvertently a source of the virus, we 
need to put Sunday School on hold.  We can spread out in the sanctuary, not 
so much in the classrooms.  However, we also don’t want to ignore the fact 
that our children need to be trained.  Long ago, before churches took on the 
responsibility of shaping the faith of their children, that discipleship         
happened at home.   
 
These resources for which I’ve provided links can be modified in whatever 
way works best for your family.  I encourage those who use it to make it fun 
and enjoyable.  It would be ideal to review one lesson each week.  These    
moments might prove to be extremely important in the lives of the children 
and it may create some amazing memories!  And don’t worry about having 
all the answers.  An honest, “I don’t know,” can sometimes inspire greater 
confidence than having the answers. 
 
The Discipleship and Family Ministry team would appreciate hearing feed-
back from those who use these resources.  Please share your experience via 
email at familyministry@ctpres.org. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Pastor John 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come one, come all to CTPC Workday!! 
The Property Committee will be conducting     
a workday on Saturday, September 12th, 
starting at 8:30am. We will be working on 
trimming bushes, weeding, and other outside 
beautification of the Church property. Bring 

you gloves, trimmers, shovels, rakes, and other imple-
ments of destruction and help get the outside of the 
Church ready for our tentative reopening in October.  

https://ministryspark.com/?__hstc=122318740.e63f16bbd9d6d91e9f6734e3dd99674b.1599139870123.1599139870123.1599139870123.1&__hssc=122318740.1.1599139870123&__hsfp=2418166864
https://ministryspark.com/resources/8-at-home-lessons-familes/
https://ministryspark.com/resources/13-very-bible-lessons-jesus-friends/
mailto:familyministry@ctpres.org


Celebrations  

September Birthdays 

Connor Howard 

Ken Hetzinger 

Tammy Connors 

September Anniversaries 

Roger & Sandy Snook 

 Sunday @ CTPC 

10:30am-Worship Celebration via  
 FaceBook       

For a complete listing of all of the 
church activities, please click here. 

Online giving helps you to 
bring your  offering before 
God. In addition to the     
no-fee Facebook donations 
and nominal fee Paypal ser-

vice, we set up online giving through the  Presbyterian 
Foundation. Money donated via any of these services gets 
deposited to our church bank account. By going 
through the Foundation, the fee they charge   actually helps 
the  mission of their organization, which is to help Presby-
terian churches to be excellent stewards of their gifts and 
resources. The exciting part about working with the founda-
tion is that we are able to use a mobile app that is connected 
to our account. The app is called Give Plus (created by    
Vanco) and you can find it at the Google Play Store if you 
have an android  device or you may find the app in the      
Apple app store by searching for “Give Plus.” The great part 
about the Give Plus app is that you can set up for weekly, 
monthly or one time  giving! If you have any questions, 
please contact the church  office. Thank you. 

If you already shop on Amazon, you 
NOW can have Amazon  donate a por-
tion of every purchase to CTPC! 
There's only ONE simple thing you 
need to do: just start shopping 
at smile.amazon.com   and select 
Charles Town Presbyterian Church as 
your charity.    
Here's a   one-minute instructional 
video:  https://youtu.be/a1rY7sbHsL8 
Remember, always start at 
smile.amazon.com and Amazon 
will donate 0.5% of the price of your   
eligible  AmazonSmile   purchas-
es.  AmazonSmile customers can now 
support Charles Town  Presbyterian 
Church in the Amazon shopping app 
on iOS and Android mobile phones! 
Simply follow these instructions to 
turn on  AmazonSmile and start  gen-
erating donations.  
1. Open the Amazon Shopping app 
on your device 
2. Go into the main menu of the Am-
azon Shopping app and  tap  into 
'Settings' 
3. Tap 'AmazonSmile' and follow the 

on-screen instructions 
       to complete the process. 

Weekly Congregational Giving:  Needed to Meet  Expenses Budget: $6,934 
Sunday’s Receipts for August 30th:  $3,220; Special Offerings—Steeple—$350;     
Hunger—$15 
 

Checks can be mailed to:   CTPC, PO Box 89, Charles Town, WV 2541                   
 
Thank you.                                                          For electronic  giving,   please scan here:  
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Communion—this Sunday, September 6th. The    
denomination has offered clear guidance for celebrating the 
Lord’s    Supper virtually. If you are participating in virtual 
worship this Sunday, the sacrament will be part of the    
worship service. Please have some bread and grape juice to 
share with all who are participating in the worship           
service.  Please do not substitute the elements with           
anything other than bread and juice (for example, Doritos 
and coke is not the sacrament).  If you have questions, 
please contact Pastor John at jbethard@ctpres.org. 

https://www.facebook.com/CharlesTownPresbyterian
mailto:ctpres@ctpres.org
https://www.paypal.com/us/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_flow&SESSION=RoyqxS6Sqfn-O5-1O-yfRSD7X5afGkKIufKE7V9Ncw5nPTXZHw7K3o9-jey&dispatch=5885d80a13c0db1f8e263663d3faee8da8649a435e198e44a05ba053bc68d12e
http://www.ctpres.org/events-calendar
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=399PYZZ6S3U8T&K=1KQP05XSF17LB&M=urn:rtn:msg:202004211306084c8fe1516e2c49f79960ec8d0bf0p0na&R=1XN75JVRF5Q12&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_830720_211443310_smi_em_we2_l1_smi&H=LZ8D35ZAA1RRQVY6I4UKBUSP5NMA&ref
https://youtu.be/a1rY7sbHsL8
https://youtu.be/a1rY7sbHsL8
https://youtu.be/a1rY7sbHsL8
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=399PYZZ6S3U8T&K=1KQP05XSF17LB&M=urn:rtn:msg:202004211306084c8fe1516e2c49f79960ec8d0bf0p0na&R=1XN75JVRF5Q12&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_830720_211443310_smi_em_we2_l1_smi&H=LZ8D35ZAA1RRQVY6I4UKBUSP5NMA&ref
mailto:jbethard@ctpres.org


 In the Secret 
                                                                            by Bob Neuwirth/John Cale 

In the secret, in the quiet place, in the stillness you are there. 
In the secret, in the quiet hour I wait only for you,  

‘cause I want to know you more. 
 

(Chorus) I want to know you, I want to hear your voice,  
I want to know you more.  

I want to touch you, I want to see your face,  
I want to know you more. 

 
     I am reaching for the highest goal, that I might receive the prize. 

     Pressing onward, pushing ev’ry hindrance aside, 
     Out of my way, ‘cause I want to know you more. 

 
In the Secret 
 “In the secret, in the quiet place, in the stillness you are there.” 
 
Do you have a secret, quiet place? A special place where you can let your heart be attuned to the 
Lord? I personally have spent the past month creating a new special place for myself, my front 
porch. It is a place were even though my ears may be distracted from certain outside noises, my 
heart is not. 
 
 “In the secret, in the quiet hour I wait only for you, ‘cause I want to know you more.” 
 
With my prayer shawl hanging next to the porch swing, I wait on the Lord. I wait on Him in prayer.  
I wait on Him in the melodies of the birds. I want on Him in the gentle breeze. I wait on Him in the 
sweet aromas of flowers in bloom. 
 
 “I want to know you, I want to hear your voice, I want to know you more.  
 I want to touch you, I want to see your face, I want to know you more.” 
 
Sometimes, while I wait, it’s like the Lord is sitting in the porch rocker conversing with me like my 
dearest friend. 
 
Oh, for the day when we are actually face to face. 
 
 “I am reaching for the highest goal, that I might receive the prize.” 
 
Do not let the things of this world keep you from the Lord. Make it your passion to know Him more. 
Wait on Him as He waits on you. The prize is eternal! 
 
Stay safe! Stay well! 
Penny 

  MUSIC NOTES   from Miss Penny 
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WANTED:           Your Special Psalm or Proverb 
Please consider sharing a Psalm or Proverb that has special meaning to you.     Tell 
us why this passage speaks to you.  This is such a great way to bless others. Send 
your special Psalm or Proverb to Rebecca at the church office: rkaetzel@ctpres.org 

********************************************************************************************* 
Psalm 133:1, Reflections on Unity      Behold, how good and pleasant it is when [we] dwell in unity! 
 
I don’t know about you, but I’m tired of hearing the phrase, “this country is so divided.” If you focus 
solely on the political-related issues, then sure, it will seem that way! We are all unique creations  
under God, a fact that would make it seemingly impossible to find unity among any two people, let 
alone a whole country of people. Yet – we do – we do find unity – the keyword there being find – 
we just have to look for it!  Look, I’m not naïve to not acknowledge there is divisiveness in this 
country, but holding these dear Words from 1 Corinthians 13 gives me a more reassuring positive 
view: 

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not         
dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  

6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  
7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 

13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 
 

These words inspire me to find love and I believe therefore, unity, in all things and I think that we 
just have to find it, and find it in three ways: 

Unity in ourselves 
 I can’t help but chuckle at the phrase “me, myself, and I”, but inside our minds we can have 

conflicting thoughts… “I want that cake every night!” “I shouldn’t eat that cake every night!”. 
What I’ve come to realize here is that the Unity I should seek is Unity of purpose. When you 
have a purpose, such as living a long life for your children or spouse, those “wants” now turn 
to “whys?” We can find Unity by just using that moment of reflection in ourselves between 
“sense and respond”. Living a Godly purpose, helps us find that Unity in ourselves to be pa-
tient, kind and not easily angered – and easier to settle the differences between “me, myself 
and I”! (chuckle) 

 
Unity at home 
 With all of us being at home most of the time, it can put more stresses on our family units. 

Certainly, having unity in ourselves is a great start to having unity at home.  From there is 
where our ideas need to turn into those patient and hopeful words to share with your other 
home-based loved ones.  From there is where our kind and trusting actions we take show our 
loved ones we want Unity. 

 
Unity in Community 
 I am excited and a little nervous at the fact that we are tentatively starting up in-person wor-

ship in October.  It won’t be for everyone, but again, most can watch online as we’ll continue 
to broadcast and make recordings available even after we return to in person Worship.  We 
can “embrace” the Unity of our church community safely in both formats, all while practicing 
safe distancing. Our session has been reaching out to our members, some of whom are 
seeking out those unifying connections we have in our church, as we’re not able to all be to-
gether at this time.  I’ve learned that it’s just important to extend that same Unity at home, the 
patient and hopeful words you share, with your community. Take the actions to seek out the 
understanding and find the ties that bind us together. 

 
My mom sometimes reminded me “seek and you shall find”.  Applying that here, I’ll remind us all 
that Unity is out there – we just have to seek it out and find it. 
—-Roger Snook 
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The Yokefellows Sunday School Class is  
considering offering its members an opportunity  
to participate in a virtual class on-line using Zoom 
with a teacher teaching a lesson from the “Adult  
Bible Studies” series just like  regular in person 
Sunday School Class beginning @ 9:00 am  on 
Sunday morning. Mike Thompson  will teach the 
class on the first and fourth Sunday and  where   
the  calendar has a fifth Sunday he will teach     
that as well. Bill Whitacre has agreed to teach the  
third Sunday class. We are still in need of a    
teacher to take the second Sunday class. Teaching    
materials to include the “Adult Bible Studies”    
student lesson book and the teacher’s guide will 
be provided to each teacher. Please email        
Mike Thompson at his email address:       
mthompson@thompsonpardo.com, to indicate 
your interest in participating  in this virtual class 
on Zoom. Also if any member would be interested 
in teaching the second Sunday  class please        
indicate your interest. It is expected that the first 
meeting of this class will be to address issues with 
the Zoom platform and the limits that we will    
operate under. It is expected that the start date 
will be  sometime in September.  

CTPC hosts 1st Saturday of the m onth din-
ners. To offset the cost for people providing 
meals, you  may mail or electronically send  do-

nations. Note in memo line “1st  Sat-
urday of month dinner donation.” Our 
hosts are: September: The Deacons; 
October: George Tabb &  Jason Mul-
lens;  November: volunteer needed; 
December: volunteer needed. If you 
can help, please   contact Patsy White 

(304-725-8958) or Gary Scott (304- 279-5296). 

The Racial Equality and Discipleship 
(READ) group  meets on Fourth Saturday, 
morning at 10am.  The group is studying Robin 
Diangelo’s book White Fragility.  All are wel-
come to attend. Please RSVP to Pastor John at 
jbethard@ctpres.org, so he can send you addi-
tional information. The book can be found at 
Amazon and most bookstores.  
 
Topic: READ Book Study 
Join Zoom Meetinghttps://zoom.us/
j/98451764248?
pwd=SVUvT0svaWhsY1d0N3E2aUErc3FiZz09 
 
Meeting ID: 984 5176 4248        
Passcode: 254484 

READY, SET, GO…… 

Are you getting READY by praying about your 
financial commitment to CTPC so you will be 
SET to give with a cheerful heart?  We as a 
church family desire to GO!!  Help us to make 
these steps in our congregational faith walk.  
Please be in prayer and allow the Holy Spirit to 
help you get READY and SET. Pledge cards 
were due August 30, but it’s not too late to send 
your pledge card in.  
Please send in your pledges to Rebecca at the 
church office via mail or email your commit-
ment to rkaetzel@ctpres.org.  Thank you for 
your prayerful commitment.   

These Days daily devotionals for                      
October/November/December have arrived. If you’d 
like to stop by the church to pick up a copy, please 
call the church office prior to coming and Rebecca 
will be glad to meet you at the door with a copy. 
Thank you. 

The Church office will be closed on Monday, September 7th, in observance of 
Labor Day.  

Blessings for a safe Labor Day Holiday weekend! 

mailto:mthompson@thompsonpardo.com
mailto:jbethard@ctpres.org
https://zoom.us/j/98451764248?pwd=SVUvT0svaWhsY1d0N3E2aUErc3FiZz09
https://zoom.us/j/98451764248?pwd=SVUvT0svaWhsY1d0N3E2aUErc3FiZz09
https://zoom.us/j/98451764248?pwd=SVUvT0svaWhsY1d0N3E2aUErc3FiZz09
mailto:rkaetzel@ctpres.org


Let your light shine! 
Matthew chapter 5, verse 16 says,” Let your light 
shine before others so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father in heaven.”  

How many times does the work light appear in the 
Bible?  In the King James version 177 in the Old Testament and 95 in the New Testa-
ment. It varies somewhat in the different versions. Light is and was a very important 
word.  

I remember singing in Sunday school as well as Bible school this song:   

 This little light of mine, 

 I’m gonna let it shine.  

 Hide it under a bushel? NO  

 I’m gonna let it shine. 

As Christians our light should shine and not be hidden. It should be obvious by our 
actions that we belong to Christ. Our good works should glorify our Father in heaven. 

We have opportunities this fall to let our light shine. Mission and Outreach will be col-
lecting socks and tee shirts for Community Ministries. Your donation can be dropped 
off at the church office or monetary donations can be mailed in and someone will shop 
for you. Fall and winter are just around the corner. This has been a rough year for 
many in our community. 

The church address is: Charles Town Presbyterian Church, Box 89, Charles Town, 
West Virginia 25414. 

We will also be preparing Christmas boxes for Samaritans Purse Oper-
ation Christmas Child. You can shop now  for school supplies and 
small toys if you are planning to fill a box. We will provide more infor-
mation in the next few weeks about getting a box and the deadline for 
the project. 

Let’s LIGHT UP Charles Town in the next few months! 

This is another Mission Possible. All things are possible through Christ Jesus. 

—-Patsy White, mission & outreach team 


