September 11,
2020

MUSINGS...

by Pastor John Bethard

The first week of school is officially behind us in Jefferson County. Like the
end of last school year, the beginning of this one is like nothing any of us has
ever encountered. The end of the 2019-20 school year was hard for my
family. My youngest child was in his senior year, and like most seniors, he
finished the year with no prom, no awards banquets, no graduation
ceremony, not even a party. Nothing. But we rolled with, we found ways to
celebrate, we adapted. This school year none of my children are in statemandated school, so I haven’t had to worry about virtual, in-person, or
hybrid. But it is still different. This is the first time in twenty years there is
no “first day” picture. It’s hard to say this, but a good thing to come from the
pandemic is that not having to choose how my children are educated has
made that transition a little easier. I’m adapting.
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I can tell you with confidence that all pastors are concerned about this
moment in church history. Church attendance nationwide has been in slow
decline for some time; all predictors are that the coronavirus is going to
hasten the closing of churches in an unprecedented manner. The closures
that were expected to take twenty years prior to the pandemic are now
expected to take only five.
Here is what that means for every church: If we want to survive, we must
adapt.
The good news is that the pandemic has taught us that we have a greater
capacity for change than any of us thought possible! Churches all over the
country have learned to adapt to technology to deliver virtual worship
services and other ministries. We have learned new ways of serving to help
people on the margins. We’ve tolerated masks and less contact to connect
people to Christ.
Who knows how long it will take to be free of the virus (notice, I did not say,
“…get back to normal.”). But when that day comes, and we start looking
forward at what’s next for our church, we will need to be flexible. We will
like some of what we need to do, and some of it will be new and, therefore,
uncomfortable. We may have to learn new ways of doing old things. But we
will adapt.
There is an uncomfortable moment in the book of Acts, where the apostle
Paul and Barnabas have such a strong disagreement, that they part ways.
That could have meant the end of both of their ministries. Instead, they
adapted, and the Church grew.
And there arose a sharp disagreement, so that they separated from each
other. Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed away to Cyprus, but Paul
chose Silas and departed, having been commended by the brothers to the
grace of the Lord. And he went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening
the churches.
Acts 15:39-41
Blessings,
Pastor John

Celebrations

Sunday @ CTPC

September Birthdays

September Anniversaries

Ben Puster

Bryan & Angie LaVallee

Tiffany Pitcock

Mike & Jane Ishman
George & Jeannette Tabb

Come one, come all to CTPC Workday!!
The Property Committee will be conducting a
workday tomorrow, Saturday, September 12th,
starting at 8:30am. W e w ill be w or king
on trimming bushes, weeding, and other
outside beautification of the Church property.
Please wear a mask and practice social distancing. And
don’t’ forgot to bring your gloves, trimmers, shovels, rakes,
and other implements of destruction and help get the
outside of the Church ready for our tentative reopening in
October.
Online giving helps you to
bring your offering before
God. In addition to the
no-fee Facebook donations
and nominal fee Paypal service, we set up online giving through the Presbyterian
Foundation. Money donated via any of these services gets
deposited to our church bank account. B y going
through the Foundation, the fee they charge actually helps
the mission of their organization, which is to help Presbyterian churches to be excellent stewards of their gifts and
resources. The exciting part about working with the foundation is that we are able to use a mobile app that is connected
to our account. The app is called Give Plus (created by
Vanco) and you can find it at the Google Play Store if you
have an android device or you may find the app in the
Apple app store by searching for “Give Plus.” The great part
about the Give Plus app is that you can set up for weekly,
monthly or one time giving! If you have any questions,
please contact the church office. Thank you.

10:30am-Worship Celebration via
FaceBook

For a complete listing of all of the
church activities, please click here.

If you already shop on Amazon, you
NOW can have Amazon donate a portion of every purchase to CTPC!
There's only ONE simple thing you
need to do: just start shopping
at smile.amazon.com
and select
Charles Town Presbyterian Church as
your charity.
Here's a
one-minute instructional
video: https://youtu.be/a1rY7sbHsL8
Remember, always start at
smile.amazon.com and Amazon
will donate 0.5% of the price of your
eligible
AmazonSmile
purchases. AmazonSmile customers can now
support Charles Town Presbyterian
Church in the Amazon shopping app
on iOS and Android mobile phones!
Simply follow these instructions to
turn on AmazonSmile and start generating donations.
1. Open the Amazon Shopping app
on your device
2. Go into the main menu of the Amazon Shopping app and tap into
'Settings'
3. Tap 'AmazonSmile' and follow the
on-screen instructions
to complete the process.

Weekly Congregational Giving: Needed to Meet Expenses Budget: $6,934
Sunday’s Receipts for September 6th: $6,593; Special Offerings—Steeple—$280;
Hunger—$10; Homeless Dinner Donation—$120
Checks can be mailed to: CTPC, PO Box 89, Charles Town, WV 2541
Thank you.

For electronic giving, please scan here:
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MUSIC NOTES

from Miss Penny

Attitude of Gratitude
Just Be Held
This Sunday, September 13th, David Weil is
delivering a message “Hope During Despair”
based on Lamentations 3:1-25. I was immediately drawn to a contemporary Christian song
by Casting Crowns— “Just Be Held.”
Hold it all together
Everybody needs you strong.
But life hits you out of nowhere
And barely leaves you holding on.
And when you're tired of fighting
Chained by your control,
There's freedom in surrender,
Lay it down and let it go.
These past months have been difficult and
tiring. Adapting to a “new normal” is a juggling act. I think we all have days when we don’t
feel quite so strong. We feel weak when we
have no control over what life throws at us.
So when you're on your knees
and answers seem so far away
You're not alone, stop holding on
and just be held.
Your world's not falling apart,
it's falling into place
I'm on the throne, stop holding on
and just be held.
Just be held, just be held.
There is hope in the Lord! He wants us to turn
our troubles, fears, doubts, grief over to Him.
Let go and let God! “Just be held, just be held.”
There is comfort and peace in just being held.
On a good day, life is hard. During a pandemic
and heated political climate, life is even harder. Put your hope in the Lord. He is a faithful
Father and loves you very much.
Stay safe! Stay well! Wear your mask!
Love everyone!
Just be held…
Penny
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Just Be Held

Mark Hall/Matthew West/ Bernie Herms

Hold it all together
Everybody needs you strong
But life hits you out of nowhere
And barely leaves you holding on

And when you're tired of fighting
Chained by your control
There's freedom in surrender
Lay it down and let it go
So when you're on your knees
and answers seem so far away
You're not alone, stop holding on and just be held
Your world's not falling apart, it's falling into place
I'm on the throne, stop holding on and just be held
Just be held, just be held
If your eyes are on the storm
You'll wonder if I love you still
But if your eyes are on the cross
You'll know I always have and I always will
And not a tear is wasted
In time, you'll understand
I'm painting beauty with the ashes
Your life is in My hands
So when you're on your knees
and answers seem so far away
You're not alone, stop holding on and just be held
Your world's not falling apart, it's falling into place
I'm on the throne, stop holding on and just be held
Just be held, just be held

Lift your hands, lift your eyes
In the storm is where you'll find Me
And where you are, I'll hold your heart
I'll hold your heart
Come to Me, find your rest
In the arms of the God who won't let go
So when you're on your knees
and answers seem so far away
You're not alone, stop holding on and just be held
Your world's not falling apart, it's falling into place
I'm on the throne, stop holding on and just be held
Just be held, just be held

WANTED:

Your Special Psalm or Proverb

Please consider sharing a Psalm or Proverb that has special meaning to you.
Tell us why this passage speaks to you. This is such a great way to bless others.
Send your special Psalm or Proverb to Rebecca at the church office: rkaetzel@ctpres.org
*********************************************************************************************
God’s word so often meets us where we are in our life. Many years ago, I was not in a good place
mentally. Psalm 13 really spoke to me in this time of deep depression. The first part of this Psalm
speaks of David’s lament during a troublesome time in his life. I too felt this despair and could really
identify with David. David asks: “How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever? How long will
You hide Your face from me?”
We know that the Lord will never forget us or hide His face from us as David suggests. We too have
times of a sorrowful heart or fear our enemies, whether they are external or internal. But what lifts
us up as with David is spoken in verses 5-6: “But I have trusted in Your mercy; My heart shall
rejoice in Your salvation. I will sing to the Lord, Because He has dealt bountifully with me.”
I refer to this Psalm often and find great comfort knowing the Lord cares for me in all my living
moments.
—-Allen Peacher
The Racial Equality and Discipleship (READ) gr ou p m eets on Satu r day, m or nings at
10am. The group is studying Robin Diangelo’s book White Fragility. All are welcome to attend. Please RSVP to Pastor John at jbethard@ctpres.org, so he can send you additional information. The book can be found at Amazon and most bookstores.
Topic: READ Book Study
Join Zoom Meetinghttps://zoom.us/j/98451764248?
pwd=SVUvT0svaWhsY1d0N3E2aUErc3FiZz09
Meeting ID: 984 5176 4248
Passcode: 254484
Updates from the Faithweavers
The Faithweavers have been "zooming" through Exodus
this summer and will begin studying Joshua on Sunday,
October 4th. Currently, we Zoom at 9:30 AM on Sunday
mornings. Beginning October 4, the Sunday School
time will be 9:00-9:50 so that participants will have
time to travel to attend church in person. If you are
interested in joining the Faithweavers Zoom Sunday
School, please email mkursey@gmail.com for the Zoom
login information.

Special note for any families with children: This Sunday, families with children are invited to
login with the Faithweavers from 9:15-9:30 for a "get-together." This will be an introductory time
for the children to say hello to each other and the Discipleship and Family Ministry Team, sing a
song, and say a prayer. Email mkursey@gmail.com for the Zoom login information.
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Let your light shine!
Matthew chapter 5, verse 16 says,” Let your light shine before
others so that they may see your good works and give glory to
your Father in heaven.”
How many times does the work light appear in the Bible? In
the King James version 177 in the Old Testament and 95 in
the New Testament. It varies somewhat in the different versions. Light is and was a very important
word.
I remember singing in Sunday school as well as Bible school this song:
This little light of mine,
I’m gonna let it shine.
Hide it under a bushel? NO
I’m gonna let it shine.
As Christians our light should shine and not be hidden. It should be obvious by our actions that we
belong to Christ. Our good works should glorify our Father in heaven.
We have opportunities this fall to let our light shine. Mission and Outreach will be collecting socks
and tee shirts for Community Ministries. Your donation can be dropped off at the church office or
monetary donations can be mailed in and someone will shop for you. Fall and winter are just around
the corner. This has been a rough year for many in our community.
The church address is: Charles Town Presbyterian Church, Box 89, Charles Town, West Virginia
25414.
Let’s LIGHT UP Charles Town in the next few months!

This is another Mission Possible. All things are possible through Christ Jesus.
—-Patsy White, mission & outreach team
This is a strange year, but we can make the best of it, by bringing hope to the
children around the world, by preparing Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes for them. Samaritan's Purse gives us the opportunity to share the Good
News of Christ, who loves all of us, with the children and their parents in
remote places. Please begin to accumulate your gifts for children of all ages
(2-4; 5-9; and 10-14). Whether we are back to regular church attendance or
not, we will have information for you about picking up flat boxes, and returning them filled in November. My heart goes out to those little ones who have
lost everything after disasters or never had presents before."
Nancy Lloyd and the Missions Committee
CTPC hosts 1st Satu r day of the
month dinners. To offset the cost for
people providing meals, you may mail
or electronically send donations. Note
in memo line “1st Saturday of month
dinner donation.” Our hosts are:
October: George Tabb & Jason Mullens; November: volunteer needed; December: volunteer
needed. If yo u can help, please
con tact
Patsy White (304-725-8958) or Gary Scott (304279-5296).

These Days daily devotionals for October/November/December have arrived. If you’d like
to stop by the church to pick up a copy, please call
the church office prior to coming and Rebecca will
be glad to meet you at the door with a copy. Thank
you.

