October 23, 2020

MUSINGS...

by Pastor John Bethard

Count your blessings, name them one by one…
That is the beginning of the chorus of “Count Your Blessings,” the famous
hymn written by Johnson Oatman, Jr., in 1897. For years I had thought that
this was one of those simple songs we used in Sunday School to teach
children something basic about the faith – that it was similar to songs like,
“Jesus Loves the Little Children.” I was surprised the learn that Oatman was
a minister who wrote hundreds of songs, many of which are still sung today.
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Counting our blessings is important. Though there is no direct command in
scripture to count our blessings, there are several verses that encourage us to
remember, or count, those gifts that come from God. Consider, for example,
James 1:17, “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming
down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow
due to change.”
In my work area at home, I have a “Joy Jar,” which is part of an idea I saw
two years ago on social media. The idea is simple – throughout the year,
every time something good happens, write it down on a little piece of paper,
and stick it in the jar. On December 31, empty the jar and spend time
remembering all the of the good things that happened throughout the year.
In addition to prayer and study of the scriptures, I cannot think of a more
important practice during the pandemic. It is so easy to get discouraged,
right now. As I have mentioned a few times from both the pulpit and in this
newsletter, the pandemic has made everything harder. Every. Single. Thing.
It would be so easy to sit back and catalog every terrible aspect of 2020, but
what good is that? How will that help is to grow? How will our faith be
stronger because of such negativity?
Friends, make it a point to keep track of the good. Not only will it bless us at
the end of the year, but it orients us to look for the good. It will shape our
attitude and perspective in a positive way. And we can certainly use more
positive.
Blessings,
Pastor John
Count your blessings, name them one by one,
Count your blessings, see what God has done!
Count your blessings, name them one by one,
Count your many blessings, see what God has done.
Johnson Oatman, Jr.

Celebrations this week
October Birthdays

Madison Henshaw

Saige Bethard

Roxanne Noland

Mary Carol Day

Autumn Sword

Dan Hart

October Anniversaries

Lari MacKenzie

Hoyle & Cheryl Fulbright

Sunday @ CTPC
10:30am-Worship Celebration FaceBook

For a complete listing of all of the
church activities, please click here.

Vicki Burns
You can listen to Pastor Johns’ sermon here:

https://soundcloud.com/john-bethard

The Property Committee is obtaining a dumpster
to clean out the basement area. The dumpster will
arrive today, October 23. If you are available to
assist in the cleaning of the basement this Saturday, October 24, your help would be most appreciated. We will be starting around 9:00am. We have
the dumpster for one week, but we can hold onto it longer if
needed. PLEASE plan on helping us. And don’t forgot your
mask. Thanks and hope to see you this Saturday.
Weekly Congregational Giving:
Needed to Meet Expenses Budget: $6,934
Sunday’s Receipts for October 18th: $2,47;
Special Offerings—Sunday School—$25
Attendance Last Sunday: Worship—27; Zoom
Sunday School -Faithweavers-11, Yokefellows-N/A; Children’s
–4Leader, 2 Children.
Checks can be mailed to:
CTPC, PO Box 89, Charles Town, WV 25414
For electronic giving, please scan here:
Thank you!
If you already shop on Amazon, you NOW can have Amazon
donate a portion of every purchase to CTPC! There's only ONE
simple thing you need to do: just start shopping
at smile.amazon.com and select Charles Town Presbyterian
Church as your charity. Here's a one-minute instructional
video: https://youtu.be/a1rY7sbHsL8
Remember, always start at smile.amazon.com and
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases. AmazonSmile customers can now support Charles Town Presbyterian Church in the Amazon shopping app on iOS and Android mobile phones! Simply follow
these instructions to turn on AmazonSmile and start generating donations.
1. Open the Amazon Shopping app on your device
2. Go into the main menu of the Amazon Shopping app and
tap into 'Settings'
3. Tap 'AmazonSmile' and follow the on-screen instructions
to complete the process.

Online giving helps
you to bring your
offering before God.
In addition to the no
-fee Facebook donations and nominal fee
Paypal service, we set up online giving
through the Presbyterian Foundation. Money donated via any of these services
gets deposited to our church bank account. B y going th r ough the Foundation, the fee they charge actually helps the
mission of their organization, which is to
help Presbyterian churches to be excellent
stewards of their gifts and resources. The
exciting part about working with the foundation is that we are able to use a mobile
app that is connected to our account. The
app is called Give Plus (created by Vanco)
and you can find it at the Google Play Store
if you have an android device or you may
find the app in the Apple app store by
searching for “Give Plus.” The great part
about the Give Plus app is that you can set
up for weekly, monthly or one time giving!
If you have any questions, please contact the
church office. Thank you.
CTPC h osts 1st Saturday of the
month dinners. To offset the cost
for people providing meals, you
may mail or electronically send
donations. Note in memo line “1st
Saturday of month dinner donation.” Our
hosts are: November: Marsha Dibbern;
December: Faithweavers class If you can
help, please contact Patsy White (304-7258958) or Gary Scott (304- 279-5296).

Don’t forget
Day Light Saving
ends next Sunday,
November 1st!
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MUSIC NOTES

from Miss Penny
Attitude of Gratitude & Compassion
To truly live with an attitude of gratitude, we
must have compassion. Where has compassion
gone? Have we so forgotten the Lord’s compassion for us that we’ve lost the ability to be compassionate?
Henri Nouwen wrote:

“Compassion asks us to go where it hurts, to enter into the places of pain, to share in brokenness, fear, confusion, and anguish. COMPASSION means full immersion in the condition of
being human.”
Compassion calls us to be like Jesus! During
this time of Pandemic & Politics, we should
show more compassion than ever. We can indeed be human AND love like Jesus.
This week I share with you some scripture verses on compassion. I invite and encourage you to
make them a part of your Attitude of Gratitude!
Stay safe! Stay well! Please wear your mask!
Love you neighbor and show compassion!
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Penny

WANTED:

Your Special Psalm or Proverb

Please consider sharing a Psalm or Proverb that has special meaning to you.
Tell us why this passage speaks to you. This is such a great way to bless others.
Send your special Psalm or Proverb to Rebecca at the church office: rkaetzel@ctpres.org
*********************************************************************************************
Psalm 122 A song of ascents of David. (Verses 1, 2, 6-8) I rejoiced with those who said
to me “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” Our feet are standing in your gates, Jerusalem. Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May those that love you be secure. May
there be peace within your walls and security within your citadels.” For the sake of
my family and friends, I will say “Peace be within you.”
How many times have I read, recited, and even sung the first verse of this Psalm - all the while not
knowing what meaning it would have in my life during the COVID-19 pandemic. Of course, God is
with us always wherever we are and we can worship him anywhere and everywhere and thankfully
so. But what a joy it was the first Sunday I was able to worship and praise the Lord in the sanctuary
after many months! For me it was an honor to be able to step into the presence of God in our beautiful house of worship. How blessed we are to have the opportunity to worship in the house of the
Lord. No pilgrimage necessary.
Often when worshiping corporately we pray for peace, the peace that only God can supply. We pass
the peace of Christ to our neighbor. We yearn for peace and security for ourselves and our family
and friends. During the COVID-19 period we desperately pray for these things. We also pray for
peace within the walls of our church, peace within the borders of our country, and peace within the
world.
The scriptures comfort us, give us hope, guide us and lead us to Christ. Proverbs 4:4 tells us to
“Take hold of my words with all your heart”. Thank you, Lord, for your word to us.
—Lazan Rogers

You're invited: The Faithw eaver s ar e stu dying Joshu a. The Faithw eaver s Zoo m class
will be held from 9:00 - 9:50 AM giving class members time to travel to in-person church which
begins at 10:30 AM. It’s not too late to join the class and everyone is invited and welcome! Log into
Zoom and join Meeting ID. 789 5479 7659 and Password 8ZFCtT. For more information and a
study book, contact Margaret Kursey at mkursey@gmail.com.

The Children’s Zoom SS class tim e is 8:45 AM on Su nday m or ning. Com e on, kids,
join us to say hello to your friends. This will be from 8:45-9:00 AM for kids from 3years to 5th
grade. Call Marsha Dibbern —304 671 9715 with questions. The Zoom ID is 815 041 7243 passcode
565656.
Yokefellows Sunday School class via Zoom m eets Su nday’s @ 8:45 am. The Yokefellows
Class will discuss its business from 8:45 am to 9:00 am. Business would include a discussion of
members who are sick or have family members who are sick and require our prayers. Projects that
are planned for the next several months, etc. Then @ 9:00 am the teacher will begin the lesson.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/6307261213?pwd=VmRSaHhBdnM0bVEyUytFUTFLTnp4QT09
Page 4

It Is Now Post Time!

The annual “Sock it to me” comes to an end
this Monday, October 26th.
Drop your sock and tee shirt donations off at the church office.
If you would rather make a monetary donation that is okay too.
Mission and Outreach will shop for you.
So, see if you can make it to the finish line by the 26th of October.
Let’s let our community know that we are praying for them and that we care.
CTPC is off and running!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Operation Christmas Child. Chr istm as is appr oaching and that m eans it is
time to prepare Christmas boxes! The shoebox ministry is a national project and an opportunity to reach impoverished children in more than 100 countries through Samaritan’s Purse. Along with the shoebox, the children receive a booklet called “The Greatest
Gift of All” that tells the story of Jesus in their local language. It is time to start collecting items to fill the boxes with small gifts. Ideas and suggestions are small toys, school
supplies, hygiene items, t-shirts, socks, ball caps-- that encourage schoolwork and other small items
that a boy or girl might like; just make sure it will fit into the box. OCC boxes have been purchased
from Samaritan’s Purse and may be picked up from the church office during business hours. Please
call Rebecca (304-725-5316) and she will meet you at the parking lot doors with your box(es) or you
may wish to purchase and wrap your own boxes. Just be sure the box top can come off easily to
check the contents. The deadline for boxes is Sunday, November 15th, and will then be taken to the
shipping point. Please Note: due to customs regulations DO NOT INCLUDE: candy (of any kind);
toothpaste; used or damaged items; war-related items such as toy guns, knives, or military figures;
seeds; chocolate or food; liquids or lotions; medications or vitamins; breakable items such as snow
globes or glass containers; aerosol cans.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Feliz Navidad! Joyeux Noel! Buon Natale! Mo’adim Lesimkha (Israel)
Merry Christmas
Around the world Christmas is celebrated in many different ways according to the traditions of the
country. The celebration of Christmas started in Rome about 336 but did not because a major Christian festival until the 9th century. Decorating trees started in Germany and later spread to other parts
of the world.
Christmas shoe boxes are now available in the church office. If you are able, stop by and pick up a
box to fill. The deadline is Sunday, November 15th. These boxes go out to more than 100 countries
through Samaritan’s Purse. We can’t verbally wish children a Merry Christmas, but we can reach
many through this shoebox ministry. This box may be the only gift a child receives. Let’s spread the
Good New around the world by giving with a cheerful heart and giving generously.
The Racial Equality and Discipleship (READ) gr ou p this Satu r day, October 24th, at
10am.
The group is studying Robin Diangelo’s book White Fragility. All are welcome to
attend. Please RSVP to Pastor John at jbethard@ctpres.org, so he can send you additional information. The book can be found at Amazon and most bookstores.
Topic: READ Book Study
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/98451764248?pwd=SVUvT0svaWhsY1d0N3E2aUErc3FiZz09
Meeting ID: 984 5176 4248
Passcode: 254484

Ornaments: Keep "the reason for the season" on display during
Christmas! As many of us look back on 2020, perhaps we've been
anticipating the celebration of the birth of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ as a means to give us hope for new beginnings in the
coming year. These beautiful 2020 ornaments can help symbolize
how we cherish Christmas at Charles Town Presbyterian
Church. While supplies last, members, friends and family can
purchase an ornament for $25 until October 31, 2020 (purchase on
our website https://www.ctpres.org/ctpressblog/2020/10/20/keep
-the-reason-for-the-season-on-display-during-christmas/ or check
made payable to CTPC. Proceeds help Mission & Outreach. On
November 1st, any remaining ornaments will be made available
"for donation" to the general public.

Quilt: Stay w ar m this w inter w ith this lovely, handm ade
quilt! Your heart will also be warmed knowing that this quilt was
given to members of our mission team by a family who they helped
during CTPC's mission trip to Webster Springs, WV. We'll be
raffling off this quilt to one lucky winner. Tickets can be purchased
on our website https://www.ctpres.org/ctpressblog/2020/10/20/
stay-warm-this-winter-with-this-lovely-handmade-quilt/ for $20
each, proceeds to fund Mission & Outreach programs. Drawing
will be held near Thanksgiving.

Summary of Re-opening Guidelines
The list below is a summary of guidelines mailed/emailed to every member this week. These guidelines will
be in place beginning Sunday, October 4.












Register – Everyone planning on attending worship is asked to notify the church office (304-725-5316,
ctpres@ctpres.org). Registration needs to be updated weekly.
Do a self-check – If you do not feel well, stay home, and participate via Facebook.
Wear a Mask - Everyone will be asked to wear a mask upon entering the building for the duration of the
service. If you forget your mask, we will have one available for you.
Entering/Exiting – Enter/exit via the sanctuary entrance on Washington Street unless you need the
elevator.
Offering – Mail it to the office, give online, or place it in the offering plate upon entering.
Bulletins – Print at home, save to your phone, or use one of the copies we will have on hand.
Seating – Please sit in one of the open pews, and observe social distancing.
Singing – For now, we will not be singing. It is a major spreader of the virus. There will be music.
Communion – Bring your own bread (BYOB), juice will be set up and in pews prior to the service.
Nursery – Available for emergencies and nursing mothers. Children must stay in worship with parents.

Please avoid congregating close together before and after the service. To that end, we encourage people to consider staggering arrival times prior to the service, and to head straight to
their vehicles after the service.
If you have any questions, please contact the church office.

