January 1, 2021

MUSINGS...

by Pastor John Bethard

Happy New Year!
Like most people, I cannot believe 2020 is over (finally!) and we’re into a
new year. Let us hope and pray better days are ahead in 2021. I thought I’d
start the new year by highlighting some upcoming events.
Congregational Meeting
Due to the pandemic, our annual meeting will be online. We will hear brief
reports from each of the committees, a financial update, and vote on 2021
terms of call for the pastor. Here is the Zoom information for the meeting:
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Time: Jan 10, 2021 11:45 AM Eastern Time (approximately)
https://zoom.us/j/94251222796?
pwd=N1BsNlAzMjZmNEt5ZWNBblFCVkRvUT09
Meeting ID: 942 5122 2796
Passcode: CTPC21
Congregational Bible Reading
Because of the pandemic, it is almost impossible to connect and have fellowship and ministry in person. As I thought about this toward the end of the
year, I looked for a way we could all engage in some activity separately
together. It’s not the same as being in the same room, but we need something to do together. I found a resource from a group called Navigators,
which is a ministry committed to helping Christians experience deeper discipleship. The tool in the link below explains how five minutes a day, five days
a week will allow us to get through the New Testament in 2021. I encourage
you to click on the link and get started this week. The beginning of a new
year is a great time to begin new habits. I look forward to what the Lord will
do in our congregation with so many of us engaging in this experience!
https://www.navigators.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/navtool5x5x5.pdf
Ordination and Installation
Again, the pandemic is changing something we usually do in worship. We
normally ordain and install officers on the second Sunday in January. This
year, we will do it at their respective meetings. New deacons will be installed
at their meeting on January 12, and the new elders at the session meeting on
January 19. Please keep these new officers in your prayers.

Wednesday Night Bible Study
We will resume meeting on Wednesday, January 20 at 7pm. The Zoom information for that meeting will be posted in upcoming weeks.
If you have questions about any of these upcoming activities, please contact
me via phone or email.
Blessings and Happy New Year,
Pastor John

Celebrations
January Birthdays

Larry Lloyd

James MacKenzie

Betty Mason

Bea Miller

Jonathan Day

John Bethard

You can listen to Pastor Johns’ sermon here:
https://soundcloud.com/john-bethard

Online giving helps you to
bring your offering before
God. In addition to the nofee Facebook donations and
nominal fee Paypal service, we set up online giving
through the Presbyterian Foundation. Money donated
via any of these services gets deposited to our
church bank account. By going through the Foundation, the fee they charge actually helps the mission of
their organization, which is to help Presbyterian churches to be excellent stewards of their gifts and resources.
The exciting part about working with the foundation is
that we are able to use a mobile app that is connected to
our account. The app is called Give Plus (created by Vanco) and you can find it at the Google Play Store if you
have an android device or you may find the app in the
Apple app store by searching for “Give Plus.” The great
part about the Give Plus app is that you can set up for
weekly, monthly or one time giving! If you have any
questions, please contact the church office. Thank you.
If you already shop on Amazon, you NOW can have Amazon donate a portion of every purchase to CTPC! There's
only ONE simple thing you need to do: just start shopping at smile.amazon.com and select Charles Town Presbyterian Church as your charity. Remember, always start
at smile.amazon.com and Amazon will donate 0.5%
of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases. AmazonSmile customers can now support Charles
Town Presbyterian Church in the Amazon shopping app
on iOS and Android mobile phones! Simply follow these
instructions to turn on AmazonSmile and start generating donations.
1. Open the Amazon Shopping app on your device
2. Go into the main menu of the Amazon Shopping app
and tap into 'Settings'
3. Tap 'AmazonSmile' and follow the on-screen instructions to complete the process.

Sunday @ CTPC
10:30am-Worship Celebration FaceBook

For a complete listing of all of the
church activities, please click here.

Weekly Congregational Giving: Needed to
Meet Expenses Budget:
$6,934
Sunday’s Receipts for December 27th:
$5,920; 2021 Offering—$2,000;
Special Offerings— Sunday School—
$25; Christmas Eve—$300; Homeless
Dinner Donation—$130; Joy—$25; Virtual Poinsettias—$55
Checks can be mailed to:
CTPC, PO Box 89, Charles Town, WV
25414
For electronic giving,
please scan here:
Thank you!

MUSIC NOTES

from Miss Penny

New Year Blessings and Peace for all!

Stay safe! Stay well! Please wear a mask and love like Jesus!
Penny

2021- Let's Journey the Bible Together!

Congregational Bible Reading
In 2021, we will endeavor to read the Bible together! Using the plan provided in the link below, we
will take advantage of a plan produced by Navigators, and organization committed to deeper Christian discipleship. We encourage everyone to participate.
https://www.navigators.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf

The Faithweavers a r e stu dying Joshu a. The Faithw eaver s Zoom class w ill be held
from 9:00 - 9:50 AM. It’s not too late to join the class and everyone is invited and welcome! Log into
Zoom and join Meeting ID. 789 5479 7659 and Password 8ZFCtT. For more information and a
study book, contact Margaret Kursey at mkursey@gmail.com.
The Children’s Zoom SS class . Good n ew s! Ther e w ill now be two Childr en ’s Zoom
events on Sunday mornings from 8:45-9:00 AM. Marsha Dibbern will meet with her class on the
Zoom ID # 814 041 7243 password 565656
Angie Lavallee will meet with her class at a new Zoom ID and password. Angie will send an invitation by email to all the parents and grandparents of her students, so please be looking out for that
link.
Yokefellow’s Su nday School Class. The Y okefellow s Su nda y School will have a lesson
this Sunday, January 3rd, but the members will meet on ZOOM.

Missions Update from Patsy White
Happy New Year to all from Mission and Outreach.
The homeless dinner calendar for 2021 is almost completed! There are four months
open. March 6th, September 4th, November 6th and December 4th. I hope that you will
prayerfully consider hosting dinner one of these days. You can ask friends and neighbors to help you. Most of us are truly blessed to have a home, food, and other comforts.
Call or email :Patsy White: 304 -725-8058, cell 304-671 4408 or pwhite724@gmail.com or Kathy
Donadio: 703-704-9189 or feebler8@gmail.com

church office.

Help Wanted! Some of our members are of greater risk for sever complications
should they contract Coronavirus. Because of this they can’t run all of their errands. If you are able to run errands for some of our congregation members who
can’t (errands might include picking up groceries, prescriptions, or taking a pet to
the vet), please contact the church office by phone 304-725-5316 or email
ctpres@ctpres.org, and let us know you can help if someone calls looking for this
kind of help. And if you find yourself needing this kind of help, please call the

2021 Giving Envelopes ar e now available in the nar thex for those attending in per so n
worship. Call or email church office (304-725-5316 or ctpres@ctpres.org) if you would like to have
envelopes mailed to you. If you give with a check, envelopes are not necessary. If giving with cash,
please write your name on an envelope to enable us to credit your giving statement properly.

ADVENTICIPATIONS

Advent is not over!
What?
Christmas is not for another 358 days. But if we remember that
Advent is a time of preparation then it makes sense that we are still in the season of Advent. We are
preparing for Christ to come again. Advent needs to be a continuing awakening to the plan of God.
Thought needs to be given to how we can participate in this readiness. This involves making Christ
a centerpiece in our life. These last few months have had an insulating effect on our lives and we
probably have gotten separated from others, but we are still called to share that Christ lives and no
matter the extent of the darkness around us, Christ is the LIGHT and will shine through this
darkness. For me, I tend to operate on warp speed or 78 RPM (for those of you in the millennial
generation- that is fast record speed) but COVID-19 and the world slowing down has had its benefits. Busyness makes it easy to focus on self but now having time to reflect has shown me that I need
to extend outward to others. The news on the TV is shocking at times but causes me to reflect on the
many needs in the world. We in this area seem to have been blessed but I have made a conscious
revelation that there are greater needs than what we have around us. Just because we don’t see a
need, doesn’t mean there isn’t one………...Think on that for a moment.
This time of COVID-19 has awakened my thoughts and spirit to the reality that faces so many these
days. That includes food insecurity (a new phrase to me in the recent months), joblessness, and
mental health. How can we as Christians be a light to these issues? Recently, our Faithweavers
class supported a family where the grandmother is raising grandkids due to the life choices of the
parents of the grandkids. This was such a blessing to share with those in need. As we look to 2021,
let us look to where we can reach out and support others.
—-Diane Mayhew,

Mandy erote

minis+ry- Children.com

