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Dear Friends, 

 

Over the past few days, since December started, I’ve noticed quite a few     
social media posts focused on the ending of the year.  I think we can all agree 
that 2020 has been a horrible year, but the advent of a new year does not 
mean that on January 1, things will magically be better as we flip the calen-
dar to a new page and a new year. 

 

One of the best tools for navigating this difficult time is attitude.  Attitude is a 
choice. Attitude is often shaped by what is happening around us.  All too of-
ten, people focus on the negative.  It’s easy, because negative experiences 
produce anxiety and stress, and people want the stress and anxiety gone as 
soon as possible. 

 

Focusing on the positive is harder work, but the reward is far greater. The 
pandemic has been hard for all of us and looks to be hard for a while. The 
questions below might help  us obtain a more positive attitude, regardless of 
the date on the calendar: 

 

During the pandemic… 

Did you learn to cook or bake something new? 

Did you spend more time with family? 

Have you been able to navigate a major change, like switching to 
work from home? 

Did you learn a new hobby? 

Did you start reading more? 

 

None of these questions is meant to dismiss the difficult times we are endur-
ing.  But if all we do is focus on the negative, that is all we will see.  If we take 
the time to adjust our attitude, we will more easily and ably face whatever 
comes our way January 1 and beyond. 

 

I want to close with these words from Philippians 4:8, a verse I have         
committed to memory precisely for the hard times… 

 

Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever 
is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if  
anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things. 

 

Blessings, 

 

Pastor John 



Celebrations this week 

December  Birthdays 

Judy Holt 

Colton Ruffner 

Doug White 

George Tabb 

Megan Henshaw 

Meredith Hunt 

Rachel Tansill 

December Anniversaries 

Frank & Kathy Donadio 

 Sunday @ CTPC 
10:30am-Worship Celebration FaceBook  

For a complete listing of all of the 
church activities, please click here. 

Weekly Congregation-
al Giving:  Needed to 
Meet  Expenses Budget: 
$6,934 

Sunday’s Receipts for November 29th:  
$1,620;  Special Offerings— Help 
Fund—$1; Sunday School—$60; Hun-
ger—$50; Thanksgiving—$30; Joy—
$50; Ornaments/Missions—$50 
Zoom Sunday School -Faithweavers-18  
Checks can be mailed to:   
CTPC, PO Box 89, Charles Town, WV 
25414      
             
For electronic  giving,   
please scan here:    
 
Thank you!   

You can listen to Pastor Johns’  sermon  here:                                      
https://soundcloud.com/john-bethard 

Christmas Joy Offering.      
Because of your generous gifts of 
$942.00 in 2019, the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency was able to help 

provide brighter educational opportunities for students at 
historically Presbyterian racial ethnic schools and colleg-
es, a longstanding tradition of the church. Gifts to the   
offering also supported the Assistance Program of the 
Board of Pensions, a fund that stands in the gap to assist 
retired church leaders and their survivors in difficult 
times. Together, they make the Christmas Joy Offering a 
tribute to the leaders of our church—past and present. 
Offerings can be mail to church office or you may give 
online at https://specialofferings.pcusa.org. If you send 
your Christmas Joy offering to the church, please note on 
memo line: Joy  Offering.  

Help Wanted!  Some of our members are of greater risk for sever complications should 
they contract Coronavirus.  Because of this they can’t run all of their errands.  If you are 
able to run errands for some of our congregation members who can’t (errands might       
include picking up groceries, prescriptions, or  taking a pet to the vet), please contact the 

church office by phone 304-725-5316 or email ctpres@ctpres.org, and let us know you can help if 
someone calls looking for this kind of help.   And if you find yourself needing this kind of help, 
please call the church office. 

Virtual Poinsettias 
Because our Advent worship services are virtual this year, we are simplifying       
Christmas decorations in the sanctuary.  We will not have as many poinsettias as in 
Christmases past, but we can still honor our loved ones with a “virtual” poinsettia.    
The funds collected from this ministry will be given to Jefferson County Community 
Ministries to be used to help the many families who are experiencing economic          
difficulty because of the effects of the pandemic. 

If you would like to purchase and dedicate a “virtual” poinsettia please call or email the church office 
to let us know the person(s) ‘in memory of’, or ‘in honor of’, or “to the glory of God’, and the name of 
the giver, on or before Tuesday, December 15th.  The suggested donation is $10, or any donation to 
this ministry,  and can be sent to the church office at CTPC, PO Box 89, Charles Town, WV 25414 
and note in memo line: poinsettia. 
The list will be printed in the worship bulletin on December 20th, and in the newsletter December 
18th. Remember to call (304-725-5316) or email (ctpres@ctpres.org) the church office with the      
requested information by December 15th.  Thank you! 

https://www.facebook.com/CharlesTownPresbyterian
mailto:ctpres@ctpres.org
https://www.paypal.com/us/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_flow&SESSION=RoyqxS6Sqfn-O5-1O-yfRSD7X5afGkKIufKE7V9Ncw5nPTXZHw7K3o9-jey&dispatch=5885d80a13c0db1f8e263663d3faee8da8649a435e198e44a05ba053bc68d12e
http://www.ctpres.org/events-calendar
https://soundcloud.com/john-bethard
mailto:ctpres@ctpres.org


  MUSIC NOTES   from Miss Penny 

             

              Attitude of Gratitude! 

           Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne                                   
                           —-Emily S. Elliott 1864 

 

One of my favorite Advent/Christmas 
hymns is “Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne”. 
The 1st two stanzas focus on Christ’s Advent 
and birth, but the hymn doesn’t stop there! 

This hymn has a theme; the life of Jesus. 
Stanza 3 briefly states how Jesus lived on 
earth.  Stanza 4 describes the nature of his 
death and stanza 5 anticipates the end of a 
Christian’s life when the ascended Christ 
will call the believer home. This is a hymn 
that contrasts Jesus’ divine glory and the 
humiliation He endured during His time on 
earth. 

This is such a crazy time we are in. We can’t 
do anything the way we want or are used to 
doing. I bet many of you are trying to plan 
for Christmas in ways that are entirely dif-
ferent than before. 

 “Come to my heart, Lord Jesus.   
 There is room in my heart for Thee”! 

Jesus doesn’t need fancy gifts wrapped in 
pretty paper. He doesn’t need halls decked 
with all the trimmings. He doesn’t need big 
parties with people making merry and 
bright. These are all things we want! 

The only thing Jesus needs is your heart! A 
heart that loves Him and loves like Him. 
What should be the easiest gift to give, can 
for many, be the hardest. May this be the 
Christmas we all unwrap our hearts to the 
Lord! 

 “O come to my heart, Lord Jesus.  
 There is room in my heart for Thee!” 

Stay safe! Stay well! Please wear your mask 
and Love like Jesus! 
 
Advent Blessings,  
 
Penny 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Thou didst leave Thy throne and Thy kingly crown, 
When Thou camest to earth for me; 
But in Bethlehem's home was there found no room 
For Thy holy nativity. 
O come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 
There is room in my heart for Thee. 
 

2 Heaven's arches rang when the angels sang, 
Proclaiming Thy royal degree; 
But of lowly birth didst Thou come to earth, 
And in great humility. 
O come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 
There is room in my heart for Thee. 

 

3 The foxes found rest, and the birds their nest 
In the shade of the forest tree; 
But Thy couch was the sod, O Thou Son of God, 
In the deserts of Galilee. 
O come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 
There is room in my heart for Thee. 

 

4 Thou camest, O Lord, with the living word 
That should set Thy people free; 
But with mocking scorn, and with crown of thorn, 
They bore Thee to Calvary. 
O come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 
There is room in my heart for Thee. 

 

5 When the heavens shall ring, and the angels sing, 
At Thy coming to victory, 
Let Thy voice call me home, saying "Yet there is room, 
There is room at My side for thee." 
My heart shall rejoice, Lord Jesus,  
When Thou comest and callest for me. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
You're invited:  The Faithweavers are studying Joshua. The Faithw eavers Zoom  class 
will be held from 9:00 - 9:50 AM  giving class members time to travel to in-person church which    
begins at 10:30 AM.  It’s not too late to join the class and everyone is invited and welcome! Log into 
Zoom and join Meeting ID. 789 5479 7659 and Password 8ZFCtT.  For more information and a 
study book, contact Margaret Kursey at mkursey@gmail.com. 
 
The Children’s Zoom SS class . Good new s! There w ill now  be two Children ’s Zoom 
events on Sunday mornings  from 8:45-9:00 AM. Marsha Dibbern will meet with her class on the 
Zoom ID # 814 041 7243  password 565656 
 
Angie Lavallee will meet with her class at a new Zoom ID and password. Angie will send an invita-
tion by email to all the parents and grandparents of her students, so please be looking out for that 
link. 
 
Yokefellow’s Sunday School Class  m eets on Sunday m ornings on ZOOM. The class 
will begin with a business meeting  @ 8:45 am to 9:00 am with prayers for  class members, their 
family and friends who are ill or otherwise suffering during this difficult time, followed by a lesson 
from 9:00am to 9:30 am.  

Missions Update from Patsy White 
Today is the first of December! Where has this year gone?  2020 has been a blur, with 
one day flowing quickly into a week. Time flies even if we aren’t having a lot of fun! As 
2020 winds down, it is time to make a calendar for 2021 homeless dinners. We serve 
meals the first Saturday of each month. We are now packing dinner bags and handing 
them out at the door. For example, this Saturday , December 5th, the Faithweavers 
Sunday School class is serving Wendy’s chili, French fries, a snack bag, water, and 

clementine's. Servers meet at five and start serving at five thirty. It involves about an hour of your 
time. The first Saturday in January is just around the corner.  Please consider hosting a dinner this 
year. The need is great! Ask a friend or neighbor to help you. We are now serving around fifty peo-
ple.   Please can contact me or Kathy Donadio if you can help.   
 

Patsy White: 304 -725-8058, cell 304-671 4408 or pwhite724@gmail.com  

Kathy Donadio:  703-704-9189 or feebler8@gmail.com 

 
 
Congratulations to  Ann and Charlie Workman who won the quilt we were auction-
ing!  As always we thank all who support our mission and outreach projects.  
 

2021 Giving Envelopes are now  available in the narthex for  those attending in person w or-
ship. Call or email church office (304-725-5316 or ctpres@ctpres.org) if you would like to have envelopes 
mailed to you. If you give with a check, envelopes are not necessary.  If giving with cash, please write your 
name on an envelope to enable us to credit your giving statement properly.  

mailto:mkursey@gmail.com
mailto:Pwhite724@gmail.com
mailto:feebler8@gmail.com


       ADVENTICIPATIONS   
                  Please consider sharing your Advent Anticipations.      

     Tell us why a passage speaks to you.   
This is such a great way to bless others.                                                         

Send your Adventicipations to Rebecca at the church office:                       
rkaetzel@ctpres.org or ctpres.org 

 
 

 
Advent is a period of preparation for the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ as well as an oppor-
tunity to look ahead to the Second coming of our Lord and Savior.  When I think of Advent, my first 
vision goes immediately to John the Baptist with outstretched arms draped in his camel fur garment 
and loudly proclaiming repentance, “for the kingdom of heaven is at hand”. Mark 1:2-3 
 
As it is written in Isaiah the prophet: “Behold, I send My messenger ahead of You, 
Who will prepare Your way; The voice of one crying in the wilderness, 
‘Make ready the way of the Lord, Make His paths straight.’”  
 
Are we ready?  Are we proclaiming the Word and what God has done for us?  We can proclaim these 
things in so many ways, by extending simple kindnesses or sharing our own faith story we proclaim 
God’s grace and love.   I imagine John the Baptist was often quoting Isaiah who referred to the com-
ing Savior by these glorious adjectives:  Wondrous Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of 
Peace.  How often do we proclaim our Savior in this manner?  During Advent we can reflect on how 
Jesus is all these things to us.  Do we seek His counsel by prayer and his Word?  Do we view God as 
Mighty to save and in control?  Do we look ahead in joy to our eternal life with Him? And in these 
uncertain times do we seek the peace of Christ?   
 
Isaiah 9:6: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoul-
ders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
—Diane Mayhew and Marsha Dibbern 

If you already shop on Amazon, you NOW can have Amazon donate a portion of every  purchase to CTPC! 
There's only ONE simple thing you need to do: just start shopping at smile.amazon.com and select Charles 
Town Presbyterian Church as your charity.  Remember, always start at smile.amazon.com and Amazon will 
donate 0.5% of the price of your  eligible AmazonSmile purchases.  AmazonSmile customers can now support 
Charles Town Presbyterian Church in the Amazon shopping app on iOS and Android mobile phones! Simply 
follow these  instructions to turn on  AmazonSmile and start  generating donations.  
1. Open the Amazon Shopping app on your device 
2. Go into the main menu of the Amazon Shopping app and tap   into 'Settings' 
3. Tap 'AmazonSmile' and follow the  on-screen instructions to complete the process. 

Online giving helps you to bring your  offering before God. In addition to the   
no-fee Facebook donations and nominal fee Paypal  service, we set up  online 
giving  through the   Presbyterian Foundation.  Money  donated via any of 
these services gets deposited to our church bank account. By going 

through the Foundation, the fee they charge actually helps the  mission of their organization, which 
is to help Presbyterian churches to be excellent stewards of their gifts and resources. The exciting 
part about working with the foundation is that we are able to use a mobile app that is connected to 
our account. The app is called Give Plus (created by Vanco) and you can find it at the Google Play 
Store if you have an android  device or you may find the app in the Apple app store by searching for 
“Give Plus.” The great part about the Give Plus app is that you can set up for weekly, monthly or one 
time  giving! If you have any questions, please contact the church  office. Thank you. 

mailto:rkaetzel@ctpres.org
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=399PYZZ6S3U8T&K=1KQP05XSF17LB&M=urn:rtn:msg:202004211306084c8fe1516e2c49f79960ec8d0bf0p0na&R=1XN75JVRF5Q12&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_830720_211443310_smi_em_we2_l1_smi&H=LZ8D35ZAA1RRQVY6I4UKBUSP5NMA&ref
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=399PYZZ6S3U8T&K=1KQP05XSF17LB&M=urn:rtn:msg:202004211306084c8fe1516e2c49f79960ec8d0bf0p0na&R=1XN75JVRF5Q12&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_830720_211443310_smi_em_we2_l1_smi&H=LZ8D35ZAA1RRQVY6I4UKBUSP5NMA&ref


                                           Countdown To Christmas 
                   ADVENT THOUGHTS, PRAYERS, AND ACTIVITIES 
 
 SCRIPTURE 
 "Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he 
 sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with   
 patience." Romans 8:24-25 

 
REFLECTION 
God gives us so many things; he asks in return that we believe, that we have hope and faith in him. 
We have not seen God. We have not seen Jesus. Yet we are asked to believe in what we haven't seen. 
Even more, we are asked to wait in patience. All this is the very nature of hope and belief. 
Perhaps that's why we celebrate Advent and Christmas each year. The season is a time of waiting 
and hoping, followed by the fulfillment of our hope, the birth of Jesus. Jesus does not live among us 
physically as he did two thousand years ago. But celebrating each Christmas makes his presence 
here a little more real -- and helps us wait for him with a little more hope. 
 
PRAYER 
Lord, I believe in you; help my unbelief. 
 
ACTIVITY: Help Others Hope 
Many relatives or close friends may not be able to see you this Christmas, yet they hope to see you 
soon. Here is a great gift for anyone who is not able to share in this year's celebrations. 
Get a plain calendar for the new year. Mark down in color all important family dates for the year -- 
birthdays, expected births, wedding dates, anniversaries, graduations, etc. Paste family photos wher-
ever there is space. Then when friends or relatives look at the calendar, they will find a hint of what 
they hope to soon see. 
 
If you have no family members who'd like a "hope" calendar, make one for yourself. Using old maga-
zines, paste up pictures of places you'd like to visit, people you'd like to meet, careers you'd like to 
try. Each picture is your own hope for the future. 






