December 18 &
25, 2020

MUSINGS...

by Pastor John Bethard

Christmas is a week away.
For many of us, this will be a vastly different Christmas. We haven’t had the
usual celebrations. We may have to skip the usual visit of relatives, or maybe
we are scaling down the visit in some way. For some, the pandemic has led
to a job loss or a decline in income, and gift giving isn’t what it usually is.
Some of us are facing a Christmas for the first time without loved ones.
It’s tempting to think we are without hope.
We are never without hope.

No matter what happens in the world or in our lives, no matter how
challenging a time we are facing personally or together, the good news of the
gospel does not change, and it is that gospel we celebrate next week. We
celebrate because it is our hope.
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The coming of Christ is the beginning of the realization of God’s plan of
salvation for his people. God has come in the flesh to call his people to
himself. He looks at the need we have for a remedy from sin and our need
for hope, and he gives his life as an offering for us. And in that offering he
defeats the power of death to return to life.
God does all of this for us because he loves us and wants us with him. God
comes for us at Christmas!
In 2 Corinthians 4, Paul is explaining the hardships he has endured in sharing the gospel with others, and he reminds the Corinthians, that no matter
how hard the temporary struggles may be, they do not change the hope we
have in Christ.
Therefore, we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away,
yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them
all. So, we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since
what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. (2 Cor. 4:16-18)
The way we celebrate Christmas this year may not be the way any of us imagined. But the momentary struggles of 2020 do not and will not change the
love of God and the grace we have in Christ Jesus. And for this reason, we
celebrate!
May this Christmas season renew all of us as we place our hope in the
unchanging, eternal glory that God brings to us at Christmas!
Merry Christmas,
Pastor John

Celebrations
December Birthdays

December Anniversaries

Don Engle

Dennis & Marsha Dibbern

Janet Harner

Marty & Katherine Hunt

Justin Hardy

Charlie & Ann Workman

Brianna Pizzuti

Bob & Rachel Tansill

Barbara Hennessy

Michael & Sharon Stevens

Amy Sheetz

Bill & Augusta Whitacre

Sunday @ CTPC
10:30am-Worship Celebration FaceBook

For a complete listing of all of the
church activities, please click here.

Amy Low

Christmas Eve Worship
On Christmas Eve, we will be
worshiping virtually via our
church Facebook page
5:00pm - Story Time with Pastor John
This will be a short time (approximately 10-15 minutes)
for children. Pastor John will share the Christmas story
and pray with the children.
7:00pm Christmas Worship
We will worship at 7pm, with lessons, carols, special music, messages from Pastor John and celebration of the
Lord’s Supper. Please have communion elements ready
for that part of the service.
Both of these services are available live at the times noted. If those times are not convenient, the services will be
available for viewing any time after the live broadcast. Even if you don’t have a Facebook account, you can
click on the link below. Facebook will ask you if want to
start your own account. If you don’t want to do that, you
can easily bypass that info and then get right to the
church page.
https://www.facebook.com/CharlesTownPresbyterian
Annual Meeting. Since w e w ill be w or shiping
virtually through mid-January at least, the session agreed
to hold our annual meeting via zoom. We will hear reports from all committees, answer questions about 2021
ministry funding, and review the pastor’s terms of call for
2021.
Here is the Zoom information: Time: Jan 10, 2021 11:45
AM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
https://zoom.us/j/94251222796?pwd=N1BsNlAzMjZmN
Et5ZWNBblFCVkRvUT09 Meeting ID: 942 5122 2796
Passcode: CTPC21

bethard

You can listen to Pastor Johns’
sermon here:
https://soundcloud.com/john-

Weekly Congregational Giving: Needed to
Meet Expenses Budget:
$6,934
Sunday’s Receipts for December 13th: $3,595; Special Offerings— Help Fund—$50; Hunger—$50;
Thanksgiving—$75; Joy—$70; Virtual
Poinsettia—$60
Checks can be mailed to:
CTPC, PO Box 89, Charles Town, WV
25414
For electronic giving,
please scan here:
Thank you!

Christmas Eve Offering.
This offering will go to support local missions work.
You may mail your office to the church
office at CTPC, PO Box 89, Charles
Town, WV 25414. Please note on memo
line: Christmas Eve. Thank you for your
generosity.
Church Office Holiday Schedule.
The church office will be closed on
Thursday, December 24th, and Friday,
December 25th, and Friday, January
1st. Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year!

Virtual Poinsettias are given to the glory
of God and…
...in loving memory of:

Angela Camilletti by Sandy Camilletti Snook and family.
Larry Bowser, Sr. by Sandy Camilletti Snook and family.
Nancy Hunt Bowser by Sandy Camilletti Snook and family.
Pat Snook by Roger Snook and family.
Robert & Sally Saylor by Dennis and Marsha Dibbern.
Robert & Iris Dibbern by Dennis and Marsha Dibbern.
Bill Harner by Janet Harner.
Raymond Frazier by Noah Portrey.
Bill & Mary Liz Coyle, Tom & Nancy Coyle, & Mary Elinor Huyett
by Anne Portrey and Noah Portrey.
Jessy LaRue by Penny Liston.
Adam Stevens by Penny Liston.
Pat & Evelyn Grant by Patsy White, Linda Snyder and Carolyn Lane.
Friz & Ginny Dorsey by Patsy White, Linda Snyder ad Carolyn Lane.
David Shue by Kathy Shue.
Betty Ann & C.F. Wall by Susan Wall.
Shirley Knott and Jane Howard Alger by the Ishman and Duncan Families.
Kenna Knott Alger Travel by the Ishman and Duncan Families.
Robert and LaVonne Ishman by the Ishman and Duncan Families.
…in honor of:
Ceil Frazier, Penny Liston and Jack Huyett by Anne Portrey and Noah Portrey.
Pastor John by Anne Portrey and Noah Portrey.
All who lift their voices, bells, and instruments to the glory of God through music ministry by Penny
Liston.
Bettye Mason by Doug & Julia McDonough.
Shirley Ferguson by Doug & Julia McDonough.
Jane Groves by Doug & Julia McDonough.
Larry & Nancy Lloyd by Doyle and Sharon Criswell
The funds collected from this ministry will be given to Jefferson County Community Ministries to be
used to help the many families who are experiencing economic difficulty because of the effects of
the pandemic.
Christmas Joy Offering. B ecause of your gen er ous gifts of $942.00 in 2019, th e
Presbyterian Mission Agency was able to help provide brighter educational opportunities for
students at historically Presbyterian racial ethnic schools and colleges, a longstanding tradition of the church. Gifts to the offering also supported the Assistance Program of the Board of
Pensions, a fund that stands in the gap to assist retired church leaders and their survivors in difficult times. Together,
they make the Christmas Joy Offering a tribute to the leaders of our church—past and present. Offerings can be mail to
church office or you may give online at https://specialofferings.pcusa.org. If you send your Christmas Joy offering to the
church, please note on memo line: Joy Offering.

Sunday, December 27th.
On Sunday, December 27th, worship will be a joint worship produced by the ministers and congregations of Shenandoah Presbytery. The video will air at the regular time of 10:30am.

MUSIC NOTES

from Miss Penny

Attitude of Gratitude!
Christmas Joy
Feeling the excitement this Christmas season? It’s been a struggle for most, me included. I did what
any “struggling to find the excitement” music director would do; I turned to the Carol Choir!

Andrew:

exchanging presents

Noah:

being with family and watching Christmas movies

Violet:

waking up in the morning, getting ready for Christmas and opening presents

Lilly:

being together with family

Carley:

“I unno”

Brooklyn:

Christmas trees

George:

presents and decorating the tree

Evan:

holiday cheer

Joseph:

Santa on the fire truck

The excitement of children is contagious. Such simple things as trees, presents, family, and Santa,
bring children great joy and excitement year after year. Surely, the birth of a Savior, should fill our
hearts with overflowing joy!
Our Savior is coming! We know He is coming! We know why He is coming! We need to celebrate
and share this joy with everyone, not just in word but also in deed!
What better way to celebrate the birth of our Savior and to have a joy filled life, than to live like Him
and love like Him. May the joy of salvation be all the gift you need this Christmas.
“But now in a single victorious stroke of life, all three—sin, guilt, death-are gone, the gift of our Master, Jesus Christ. Thank God!” 1 Corinthians 15:57 The Message
Stay safe and well! Please wear a mask! Love like Jesus and Thank God!
Blessings,
Penny

2021- Let's Journey the Bible Together!

Congregational Bible Reading
In 2021, we will endeavor to read the Bible together! Using the plan provided in the link below, we
will take advantage of a plan produced by Navigators, and organization committed to deeper Christian discipleship. We encourage everyone to participate.
https://www.navigators.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf

The Faithweavers a r e stu dying Joshu a. The Faithw eaver s Zoom class w ill be held
from 9:00 - 9:50 AM. It’s not too late to join the class and everyone is invited and welcome! Log into
Zoom and join Meeting ID. 789 5479 7659 and Password 8ZFCtT. For more information and a
study book, contact Margaret Kursey at mkursey@gmail.com.
The Children’s Zoom SS class . Good n ew s! Ther e w ill now be two Childr en ’s Zoom
events on Sunday mornings from 8:45-9:00 AM. Marsha Dibbern will meet with her class on the
Zoom ID # 814 041 7243 password 565656
Angie Lavallee will meet with her class at a new Zoom ID and password. Angie will send an invitation by email to all the parents and grandparents of her students, so please be looking out for that
link.
Yokefellow’s Su nday School Class. The class w ill have it bu siness meeting from 8:45 am
to 9:00 am at which time we will offer prayers for class members and friends who are ill or otherwise suffering in these difficult times. At 9:00 am we will have our lesson taught by Bill Whitacre
which will last until 9:20 am.
Missions Update from Patsy White
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all from Mission and Outreach.
There are less than two weeks till Christmas day. This will be a different Christmas for
most of us but for those in need it will be even more difficult.
The homeless dinner calendar for 2021 is almost completed! There are four months open.
March 6th, September 4th, November 6th and December 4th. I hope that you will prayerfully consider hosting dinner one of these days. You can ask friends and neighbors to help you. Most of us are
truly blessed to have a home, food, and other comforts. Call or email :Patsy White: 304 -725-8058,
cell 304-671 4408 or pwhite724@gmail.com or Kathy Donadio: 703-704-9189 or feebler8@gmail.com
Help Wanted! Some of our members are of greater risk for sever complications should they
contract Coronavirus. Because of this they can’t run all of their errands. If you are able to run
errands for some of our congregation members who can’t (errands might include picking up
groceries, prescriptions, or taking a pet to the vet), please contact the church office by phone
304-725-5316 or email ctpres@ctpres.org, and let us know you can help if someone calls looking
for this kind of help. And if you find yourself needing this kind of help, please call the church office.
2021 Giving Envelopes ar e available. Call or em ail chur ch office (304-725-5316 or
ctpres@ctpres.org) if you would like to have envelopes mailed to you. If you give with a check, envelopes are
not necessary. If giving with cash, please write your name on an envelope to enable us to credit your giving
statement properly.
Online giving helps you to bring your offering before God. In addition to the no-fee
Facebook donations and nominal fee Paypal service, we set up online giving
through the Presbyterian Foundation. Money donated via any of these services
gets deposited to our church bank account. B y going through the Foundation, the fee they charge actually helps the mission of their organization, which is to help Presbyterian
churches to be excellent stewards of their gifts and resources. The exciting part about working with the foundation is that we are able to use a mobile app that is connected to our account. The app is called Give Plus
(created by Vanco) and you can find it at the Google Play Store if you have an android device or you may find
the app in the Apple app store by searching for “Give Plus.” The great part about the Give Plus app is that you
can set up for weekly, monthly or one time giving! If you have any questions, please contact the church office. Thank you.

ADVENTICIPATIONS
Please consider sharing your Advent Anticipations.
Tell us why a passage speaks to you.
This is such a great way to bless others.
Send your Adventicipations to Rebecca at the church office:
rkaetzel@ctpres.org or ctpres.org
One of my favorite author and singer/song writer is Michael Card. Many years back, he wrote a
book and song combo called the Promise. In this work, Michael Card unwraps many of the questions we may have concerning the birth and future coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. He reminds
us that Christ needs to be “unwrapped” all year long. So, whether Covid or other circumstances
have put our lives on hold, Christ should never be wrapped up tightly and hidden away. We need to
seek him each day to experience the miraculous nature of our Lord, as Michael Card says, to be
gripped with awe and wonder at the living Gift delivered to us all on that first Christmas night. The
celebration of the birth of Christ should not be only seasonal but an ever-present readying for his
return. Advent is a time to focus on the Promises that God has given us, his people; a time to discover anew the transformational power of Christ. One stanza of his song gives us a great summation:
The Promise was love
And the Promise meant light to the world
Living proof that Yahweh saves
For the name of the Promise was Jesus.
Michael Card reminds us that Christmas is the celebration of the keeping of a Promise. In the OT,
Faith is defined by the people’s willingness to wait on the promises of God and in the New Testament, we are to follow the Promised One, Jesus Christ. Use this time of Advent to seek the Lord and
listen for the leading of the Holy Spirit. It is a time to share this love and rejoice in the Promise.
A prayer in the book The Promise:
O Lord, how many are your promises? Are they not all “yes” in the name of the One who is the
Promise? Father, let me spend my life pursuing that Promise. Teach me to hope in you, who always
keep your Promise. Give my life to your Promise, so that I may shine like a single star in the darkness of this world with the light of your Promised One. Amen.
—Diane Mayhew

If you already shop on Amazon, you NOW can have Amazon donate a portion of every purchase to
CTPC! There's only ONE simple thing you need to do: just start shopping at smile.amazon.com and
select Charles Town Presbyterian Church as your charity.
Remember, always start at
smile.amazon.com and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases. AmazonSmile customers can now support Charles Town Presbyterian Church in the Amazon shopping app on iOS and Android mobile phones! Simply follow these instructions to turn on
AmazonSmile and start generating donations.
1. Open the Amazon Shopping app on your device
2. Go into the main menu of the Amazon Shopping app and tap into 'Settings'
3. Tap 'AmazonSmile' and follow the on-screen instructions to complete the process.

Countdown To Christmas
The Star- Jesus' Birth is A Cosmic Event- from the blog The Main
Mary and Joseph had found a place to sleep–maybe a stable–in Bethlehem. And Jesus was born. In
that time, at that place, Jesus, who was God, became a baby. Nothing like this had ever happened in
the world before and nothing like this would ever happen again. It was the most amazing thing that
has ever happened. Have you ever seen a tiny newborn baby? Babies are born every day. But the baby Jesus was very special. He was God. To show how important Jesus’ birth was, God put a new and
unusual star in the sky over the place where he was born. The star was shining out to announce to
the whole earth that Jesus had come. Have you noticed that we decorate with stars at Christmastime? Many families put a star on the top of their Christmas tree. When we see the stars, it reminds
us of the special night when Jesus was born.
Dear God, we thank you for the many ways, like the star, that you have shown how special the birth
of Jesus was. Help us to have hearts and minds that are ready to think about Jesus when we see all
of the decorations of Christmas. Amen.

