Charles Town Presbyterian Church
Sunday, January 3, 2021

10:30am

Prelude
Welcome and Invocation
Call to Worship
Let the heavens praise your wonders, O Lord,
your faithfulness in the assembly of the holy ones!
For who in the skies can be compared to the Lord?
Who among the heavenly beings is like the Lord,
A God greatly to be feared in the council of the holy ones,
and awesome above all who are around him?
O Lord God of hosts, who is mighty as you are, O Lord,
with your faithfulness all around you?
Hymn

Psalm 89:5-8

“We Have Come at Christ’s Own Bidding”
We have come at Christ’s own bidding to this high and holy place,
Where we wait with hope and longing for some token of God’s grace.
Here we pray for new assurance that our faith is not in vain,
Searching like those first disciples for a sign both clear and plain.

Light breaks through our clouds and shadows, splendor bathes the flesh joined Word,
Moses and Elijah marvel as the heavenly voice is heard.
Eyes and hearts behold with wonder how the Law and Prophets meet:
Christ with garments drenched in brightness, stands transfigured and complete.
Strengthened by this glimpse of glory, fearful lest our faith decline,
We, like Peter, find it tempting to remain and build a shrine.
But true worship gives us courage to proclaim what we profess,
That our daily lives may prove us people of the God we bless.
(WORDS: Carl P. Daw, Jr. (1944-); MUSIC: Leavitt’s The Christian Lyre, 1830; arr. Jack Schrader (1942-);
Words © 1988 Hope Publishing Company, Music arr. © 2001 Hope Publishing Company)

Prayer of Confession (in unison)
O Holy One, forgive us when we fail to live in the good news of your Christmas story:
when we hear the choir sing, “Rejoice!” but we do not join their chorus; when we know
the angels say, “Do not fear,” yet fear is all we can muster; when we see a star rising in
the east, but we turn away from its light. Forgive us, O Lord, of our sins. Convict us by
your Holy Spirit, and give us the desire to live for you.
Silent Confession
Assurance of Pardon…
Friends, believe the good news of the gospel,
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

Response to Confession
“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” (vs. 1)
Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand;
Ponder nothing earthly minded, for with blessing in his hand
Christ our God to earth descendeth, our full homage to demand.

(WORDS: Liturgy of St. James, 4th c; adapt. Gerard Moultrie (1829-1885); MUSIC: French melody, 17th c.; harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer and Prayer of Thanksgiving
The Lord’s Prayer: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory, forever. Amen.
Offertory Response
“Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” (vs. 1)
Songs of thankfulness and praise, Jesus, Lord, to you we raise;
Once revealed, when heaven’s star brought the wise men from afar;
Branch of royal David’s stem in your birth at Bethlehem,
Word before the world began, God revealed to us in man.
(WORDS: Christopher Wordsworth (1807-1885); rev. Jubilate Hymns, 1982;
MUSIC: George J. Elvey (1816-1893) words Rev. © 1982 Jubilate Hymns (Admin. Hope Publishing Company)

Scripture

Matthew 7:21-23

Message

“Make Certain”

Hymn

Pastor John

“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”
I want to walk as a child of the light; I want to follow Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to the world; the star of my life is Jesus.

(Refrain) In him there is no darkness at all; the night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God: Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.
I want to see the brightness of God; I want to look at Jesus.
Clear Sun of righteousness, shine on my path, and show me the way to the Father.
(Refrain)
I’m looking for the coming of Christ: I want to be with Jesus.
When we have run with patience the race, we shall know the joy of Jesus. (Refrain)
(WORDS and MUSIC: Kathleen Thomerson (1934-) words and music © 1970 Celebration (Admin. The Copyright Company)

Benediction
Brothers and sisters, as the Church of Jesus Christ, go from this place…
Knowing Christ, growing in God’s love, and serving as
the Holy Spirit leads.
All songs used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense #A-709478
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONELICENSE #A-736371
All rights reserved.

Annual Meeting. Since we will be worshiping virtually through mid-January at least,
the session agreed to hold our annual meeting via zoom. We will hear reports from all
committees, answer questions about 2021 ministry funding, and review the pastor’s
terms of call for 2021.
Here is the Zoom information: Time: Jan 10, 2021 11:45 AM Eastern Time (US and
Canada)
https://zoom.us/j/94251222796?pwd=N1BsNlAzMjZmNEt5ZWNBblFCVkRvUT09
Meeting ID: 942 5122 2796 Passcode: CTPC21
Online Giving. Online giving helps you to bring your offering before God. In addition
to the no-fee Facebook donations and nominal fee Paypal service, we set up online giving
through the Presbyterian Foundation. Money donated via any of these services
gets deposited to our church bank account. By going through the Foundation, the
fee they charge actually helps the mission of their organization, which is to help
Presbyterian churches to be excellent stewards of their gifts and resources. The exciting
part about working with the foundation is that we are able to use a mobile app that is
connected to our account. The app is called Give Plus (created by Vanco) and you can find
it at the Google Play Store if you have an android device or you may find the app in the
Apple app store by searching for “Give Plus.” The great part about the Give Plus app is
that you can set up for weekly, monthly or one time giving! If you have any questions,
please contact the church office. Thank you.
For electronic giving, please scan here:

