
 

MUSINGS...                    by Pastor John Bethard 
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This has been a hard week for our country.  America is very obviously a      
divided nation. Over the days since the violence in our nation’s capital, many 
people have opined how we move forward.  How will we heal from this?  
How do we move forward?  Are we even able to do that? 
 
Charles Town Presbyterian Church is an incredibly unique church. Many 
members may not realize this, but our membership has as many Republicans 
as Democrats; as many theologically progressive people as we do traditional-
ly orthodox.  What I love about our church family is that despite those      
personal viewpoints and differences, we make it work.  We are…together.  
Not everyone can do that, and when I talk about our congregation with other 
pastors, it is a point I am proud to share. 
 
In this moment of chaos and confusion, we need to hang on to that unity and 
togetherness.  I fielded numerous phone calls, messages, and emails on 
Thursday, and one of them was from one of our elders, who reminded me of 
this verse: 

How very good and pleasant it is 
    when kindred live together in unity! 

Psalm 133:1 
 
Before we are Democrat or Republican, we are American.  And before we are 
American, we are brothers and sisters in Christ.  We serve and have been 
saved by a Savior who is building a kingdom not of this world, a kingdom 
greater than any country or person on this earth.  We are bound together by 
the grace of Christ and the good news of the gospel.  That is what unifies 
Christians, that is what keeps us together in worship, mission, and fellow-
ship. 
 
It is in that unity, a unity we know well and practice at CTPC, where we will 
begin to find hope. 
 
Obviously, “together” is difficult during the pandemic.  However, there are 
still great ways we can demonstrate our togetherness in Christ.  First, extend 
grace.  None of us agrees on everything.  Where we disagree, we must be    
gracious, kind, and loving toward one another.  We may disagree on some-
thing, but disagreement does not mean we stop being together.  If anything, 
it means we work harder to lift up that on which we find agreement, which 
for Christians, begins with Christ.  Second, assume the best.  This is needed 
more than ever.  Let’s work to assume that people say what they mean and 
mean what they say, let’s expect the best of one another.  And finally, we 
must pray.  Perhaps that should be the first point, but it’s honestly something 
we ought to be doing anyway and always. 
 
Keep one another in prayer, keep our nation in prayer, and pray that we, as 
Christ’s ambassadors in a broken world, are able to share his love and shine 
his light. 
 
It is desperately needed. 
 
Humbly, 
Pastor John 



Celebrations  

January Birthdays 

Summer Burns 

Noah Portrey 

Rick Trollier 

Carina Snook 

 

 

 

 

 

 Sunday @ CTPC 
10:30am-Worship Celebration FaceBook  

For a complete listing of all of the 
church activities, please click here. 

Weekly Congregation-
al Giving:  Needed to 
Meet  Expenses Budget: 
$6,934 

Sunday’s Receipts for December 31st:  
$5,487; Special Offerings— Joy—$130; 
Virtual Poinsettia—$30; Hunger—$11; 
JCCM-$5; Help Fund—$80; Music Pro-
gram—$50; Blanket—$5; Initial—$3; 
2021 Regular—$280 
 
Checks can be mailed to:   
CTPC, PO Box 89, Charles Town, WV 
25414      
             
For electronic  giving,   
please scan here:    
 
Thank you!   

You can listen to Pastor Johns’  
sermon  here:                                      

https://soundcloud.com/john-bethard 

Online giving helps you to bring your  of-
fering before God. In addition to the   no-
fee Facebook donations and nominal fee 

Paypal  service, we set up  online giving  through the   
Presbyterian Foundation.  Money  donated via any of 
these services gets deposited to our church bank 
account. By going through the Foundation, the 
fee they charge actually helps the  mission of their organ-
ization, which is to help Presbyterian churches to be ex-
cellent stewards of their gifts and resources. The exciting 
part about working with the foundation is that we are 
able to use a mobile app that is connected to our account. 
The app is called Give Plus (created by Vanco) and you 
can find it at the Google Play Store if you have an android  
device or you may find the app in the Apple app store by 
searching for “Give Plus.” The great part about the Give 
Plus app is that you can set up for weekly, monthly or one 
time  giving! If you have any questions, please contact the 
church  office. Thank you. 

If you already shop on Amazon, you NOW can have Ama-
zon donate a portion of every  purchase to CTPC! There's 
only ONE simple thing you need to do: just start shop-
ping at smile.amazon.com and select Charles Town Pres-
byterian Church as your charity.  Remember, always start 
at smile.amazon.com and Amazon will donate 0.5% 
of the price of your  eligible AmazonSmile purchas-
es.  AmazonSmile customers can now support Charles 
Town Presbyterian Church in the Amazon shopping app 
on iOS and Android mobile phones! Simply follow these  
instructions to turn on  AmazonSmile and start  generat-
ing donations.  
1. Open the Amazon Shopping app on your device 
2. Go into the main menu of the Amazon Shopping app 
and tap into 'Settings' 
3. Tap 'AmazonSmile' and follow the  on-screen instruc-

tions to complete the process. 

Lives By Giving to  the 
Blanket Offering for Church 
World Service will be collected 
this January. Help fight hun-
ger and malnutrition, meet 
emergency needs, nurture sus-

tainable development, assist refugees 
and displaced persons, and help ad-
dress the root causes of  poverty and 
powerlessness. Please note on memo 
line blanket offering. Thank you. 

Wednesday 
Night Bible 
Study. 

Weekly Bible Study will resume on 
Wednesday, January 20th,  at 7:00pm 
via Zoom. 

The Six-cents-a-meal offering, norm ally collected 
on the 4th Sunday each month, goes to the  Presbyterian 
Hunger Program. To contribute to this offering please 
note on memo line: hunger offering. Thank you.  

https://www.facebook.com/CharlesTownPresbyterian
mailto:ctpres@ctpres.org
https://www.paypal.com/us/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_flow&SESSION=RoyqxS6Sqfn-O5-1O-yfRSD7X5afGkKIufKE7V9Ncw5nPTXZHw7K3o9-jey&dispatch=5885d80a13c0db1f8e263663d3faee8da8649a435e198e44a05ba053bc68d12e
http://www.ctpres.org/events-calendar
https://soundcloud.com/john-bethard
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=399PYZZ6S3U8T&K=1KQP05XSF17LB&M=urn:rtn:msg:202004211306084c8fe1516e2c49f79960ec8d0bf0p0na&R=1XN75JVRF5Q12&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_830720_211443310_smi_em_we2_l1_smi&H=LZ8D35ZAA1RRQVY6I4UKBUSP5NMA&ref
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=399PYZZ6S3U8T&K=1KQP05XSF17LB&M=urn:rtn:msg:202004211306084c8fe1516e2c49f79960ec8d0bf0p0na&R=1XN75JVRF5Q12&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_830720_211443310_smi_em_we2_l1_smi&H=LZ8D35ZAA1RRQVY6I4UKBUSP5NMA&ref


2021 Giving Envelopes are now  available in the narthex for  those attending in person 
worship. Call or email church office (304-725-5316 or ctpres@ctpres.org) if you would like to have 
envelopes mailed to you. If you give with a check, envelopes are not necessary.  If giving with cash, 
please write your name on an envelope to enable us to credit your giving statement properly.  

 

CTPC Zoom Meetings 
this week 
 
 

 
 
The Faithweavers are studying Joshua. The Faithw eavers Zoom  class w ill be held from  
9:00 - 9:50 AM. It’s not too late to join the class and everyone is invited and welcome! Log into Zoom 
and join Meeting ID. 789 5479 7659 and Password 8ZFCtT.  For more information and a study book, 
contact Margaret Kursey at mkursey@gmail.com. 
 
The Children’s Zoom SS class . Good new s! There w ill now  be two Children ’s Zoom 
events on Sunday mornings  from 8:45-9:00 AM. Marsha Dibbern will meet with her class on the 
Zoom ID # 814 041 7243  password 565656 
 
Angie Lavallee will meet with her class at a new Zoom ID and password. Angie will send an invitation 
by email to all the parents and grandparents of her students, so please be looking out for that link. 
  
The Yokefellows Sunday School. Class w ill not m eet this Sunday, January 10, 
2021.  The Yokefellows Sunday School Class will resume on Sunday, January 17,2021 on ZOOM at 
8:45 am . The Class will have a business meeting from 8:45 am to 9:00 am at which time prayers will 
be offered for class members and friends of the class who are ill or otherwise in distress. From 9:00 
am to 9:40 am a lesson will be taught from the Adult Bible Studies series.  
 
Annual Meeting.  Since w e w ill be w orshiping virtually through m id -January at least, the 
session agreed to hold our annual meeting via zoom. We will hear reports from all committees, an-
swer questions about 2021 ministry funding, and review the pastor’s terms of call for 2021.  

Here is the Zoom information: Time: Jan 10, 2021 11:45 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) https://
zoom.us/j/94251222796?pwd=N1BsNlAzMjZmNEt5ZWNBblFCVkRvUT09 Meeting ID: 942 5122 
2796 Passcode: CTPC21  

 

Deacons 
 Jan 12, 2021 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
 https://zoom.us/j/94884146099?pwd=Wkx0UlNkSUMxNENwSGRFcDJPeVlBQT09 
 Meeting ID: 948 8414 6099 

Passcode: 511274 

2021- Let's Journey the Bible Together!  
Congregational Bible Reading 
In 2021, we will endeavor to read the Bible together!  Using the plan provided in the link below, we 
will take advantage of a plan produced by Navigators, and organization committed to deeper Chris-
tian discipleship.  We encourage everyone to participate. 
https://www.navigators.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf  

mailto:mkursey@gmail.com
https://www.navigators.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf


Help Wanted!  Some of our members are of greater risk for sever complications should they contract Coro-
navirus.  Because of this they can’t run all of their errands.  If you are able to run errands for some of our con-
gregation members who can’t (errands might   include picking up groceries, prescriptions, or  taking a pet to 
the vet), please contact the church office by phone 304-725-5316 or email ctpres@ctpres.org, and let us know 
you can help if someone calls looking for this kind of help.   And if you find yourself needing this kind of help, 
please call the church office. 

                                 MUSIC NOTES   from Miss Penny 

Attitude of Gratitude 

                                                           Holy, Holy, Holy                                                                          
        John B. Dykes/Reginald Herber/Keith Green 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s a new year and time for a new “attitude of gratitude”! As we continue with ways to be together 
while apart, I am going to share a hymn each week. I encourage you to use this hymn as part of your 
wake up in the morning worship and prayer time. 
 

Holy, holy, holy! 
Lord God Almighty 

Early in the morning 
Our song shall rise to Thee! 

 
Stay safe & well! Please wear your mask and love like Jesus! 
Blessings, Penny 

Holy, holy, holy! 
Lord God Almighty 
Early in the morning 
Our song shall rise to Thee 
 
Holy, holy, holy! 
Merciful and mighty 
God in three persons 
Blessed Trinity! 
 
Holy, holy, holy! 
Though the darkness hide thee 
Though the eye of sinful man 
Thy glory may not see 
Only Thou art holy 
There is none beside Thee 
Perfect in power, in love and purity 
 
Holy, holy, holy! 
Lord God Almighty 
Oh thy works shall praise Thy name 
In earth and sky and sea 
 
Holy, holy, holy! 
Merciful and mighty 
God in three persons 
Blessed Trinity 
Oh God in three persons 
Blessed Trinity! 

mailto:ctpres@ctpres.org


Stewardship Notes— Diane Mayhew 

It may seem like it has been a while since I posted in the Stewardship Notes, but Stewardship 
weaves it way through all we do.  In the Promise, by Michael Card we are reminded to be ever ready 
and trusting in the Promise. God’ Promise.   Part of that involves sharing God’s Promise with others.  
That is a major part of stewardship.  We are to give our ourselves to others in the name of Jesus, our 
Savior.  How can we do this?  Certainly, financial giving facilitates the operation of the church, mis-
sion projects, and reaching those in need, but also, we need to first and foremost share the love of 
Christ in sharing the Good News.  That is the very thing we have been doing as we share our 
thoughts on Psalms and Proverbs.  As we share our personal thoughts about our relationship with 
Christ, we build up the Body of Christ.  We are all part of the Body, but the body is only as function-
ing as we allow it to be.  Christmas is a season of reflection and hopefully a season of thankfulness.  
Can we make this season stretch out into the new year and how many others can we touch with kind 
words, compassion, God’s comfort and meeting physical needs that we require for basis existence? 
As you see, stewardship is not just pledge cards and church budgets, although that is certainly im-
portant to support the base of believers.  Good financial stewardship enables the body to do the 
work of Christ. Pray as to how you can get this new year off to a great start both financially and spir-
itually.  Stewardship is a life choice.  Pray each day for direction to be the best steward of God’s love 
and his Promise to us.   

Do you have a special Psalm or Proverb?  Please prayerfully consider sharing your thoughts on your 
special scripture.  We are all part of the Body of Christ.  Happy New Year.   

Missions Update from Patsy White. The hom eless dinner  calendar  for  2021  is alm ost 
completed! There are four months open. March 6th, September 4th, November 6th and December 4th. 
I hope that you will prayerfully consider hosting dinner one of these days. You can ask friends and 

neighbors to help you. Most of us are truly blessed to have a home, food, and other comforts. Call or 
email :Patsy White: 304 -725-8058, cell 304-671 4408 or pwhite724@gmail.com or Kathy Donadio:  703-704
-9189 or feebler8@gmail.com. 

                   WANTED:            

         Your Special Psalm or Proverb 
    Please consider sharing a Psalm or Proverb that has special meaning to you.      

                                      Tell us why this passage speaks to you.  This is such a great way to bless others.  
                     Send your special Psalm or Proverb to Rebecca at the church office: rkaetzel@ctpres.org 

2020 Frazier Music Scholarship Recipient 
The Frazier Music Scholarship was established by the Charles Town Presbyterian Church in honor 
of longtime organist and choir director Ceil Frazer and in memory of her husband, Raymond, who 
was also a musician in his own right.   The scholarship is funded through Shepherd University by 
members of CTPC and the Frazier family.  Since its inception in 2015, the scholarship has been 
awarded each year to a high school senior graduating from Jefferson or Berkeley County and plan-
ning to study music education or music at Shepherd University.  The 2020 recipient of the Frazier 
Music Scholarship was Logan Jackson of Washington High School.  Logan is a freshman at Shep-
herd this year studying music.  Unfortunately, due to pandemic restrictions, an in person presenta-
tion was not possible, however, recognition of the scholarship was provided  by mail to Logan with 
best wishes for a very successful college experience. 
 
Faithweavers Adopt a Family for Christmas 
This Christmas, the Faithweavers adopted a family for Christmas.  The family selected this year 
was in the Summit Point area and included a grandmother with grandchildren in her home. The 
Faithweavers delivered two large trunk loads of Christmas gifts, clothing, and groceries.  The fami-
ly was most appreciative of the donations, and the Faithweavers look forward to providing more 
support in the future. 

mailto:Pwhite724@gmail.com
mailto:feebler8@gmail.com
mailto:rkaetzel@ctpres.org


This printable provides a good opportunity to talk to your children about 
what it means to build your life on the rock; Jesus Christ. Jesus told the 
parable of the wise and foolish builders as a way to encourage people to 
see that his words were a firm foundation to build our lives upon.  
“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into  
practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. The rain came  
down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; 

yet it  
did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. But everyone who hears  
these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man  
who built his house on sand. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the  
winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.”  
Matthew 7:24-27  
Discussion Questions:  
1. In the parable what does Jesus say makes us wise?  
2. Why was the foolish man in the bible wrong to build his house on the sand?  
3. What does the house represent?  
4. What does the storm represent?  
5. What storms of life have you been through? How has Jesus helped you through? 



 


