
 

MUSINGS...                    by Pastor John Bethard 
 

January 15, 2021 
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The past week has been interesting, to say the least.  In the aftermath of the 
riot in D.C., much has been made about what was said and by whom.  The 
issue of free speech has come up in a very profound way, particularly regard-
ing social media.  Twitter, Google, and Amazon made some drastic moves 
last week, and it ramped up discussions on issues like free speech, censor-
ship, and liberty. 
 
As I have been thinking of this, I keep coming to these verses, from James 
3:3-10: 
 
If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide 
their whole bodies.  Or look at ships: though they are so large that it takes 
strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder 
wherever the will of the pilot directs. So also the tongue is a small member, 
yet it boasts of great exploits. How great a forest is set ablaze by a small 
fire!  And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among our members as 
a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of          
nature, and is itself set on fire by hell.  For every species of beast and bird, 
of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human 
species, but no one can tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly      
poison.  With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those 
who are made in the likeness of God.  From the same mouth come blessing 
and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. 
 
Friends, I want us to step back from that and think about our own words 
(and social media posts).  What we say and how we say it ought to be        
consistent with who we are as Christians, the very point James is making.      
I will be the first to admit that I get this wrong more than I get it right.  One 
of the most important things I took away from seminary (and I share this  
often), is a quote I found from one of the early church fathers, Arsenius. “I 
have often repented from having opened my mouth, but never for having 
kept it shut.” 
 
What we say and post has consequences.  At the very least, words shape the 
opinions others have of us.  At worst, our words can lead to actions that      
besmirch the name of Christ.  The following questions are a good tool to help 
us communicate.  Before we speak or write, whether at home, online, in a 
committee meeting, talking to a neighbor, go through this mental process: 

 
Is what I am about to say true?  (If there is any question, then don’t say it) 
Is it necessary?  
Does it glorify Christ? 
How can I say this in a helpful way? 
Is it helpful and encouraging (Ephesians 4:29)? 
 

These questions are a starting point.  As Christians, we have an opportunity 
to shine light into the darkness, and that begins with how we communicate.  
May we seek to glorify God with our words. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Pastor John   



Celebrations  

January Birthdays 

Mason Noland 

Georgie Wilson 

Nancy Lloyd 

Signe Garms 

 

 

 

 

 

 Sunday @ CTPC 
10:30am-Worship Celebration FaceBook  

For a complete listing of all of the 
church activities, please click here. 

Weekly Congregation-
al Giving:  Needed to 
Meet  Expenses Budget: 
$6,934 

Sunday’s Receipts for December 31st:  
$3,185; 2021 Regular—$1,858; Special 
Offerings— Homeless dinner dona-
tion—$130 
 
Checks can be mailed to:   
CTPC, PO Box 89, Charles Town, WV 
25414      
             
For electronic  giving,   
please scan here:    
 
Thank you!   

 

You can listen to Pastor Johns’  
sermon  here:                                      

https://soundcloud.com/john-bethard 

Online giving helps you to bring your  of-
fering before God. In addition to the   no-
fee Facebook donations and nominal fee 

Paypal  service, we set up  online giving  through the   
Presbyterian Foundation.  Money  donated via any of 
these services gets deposited to our church bank 
account. By going through the Foundation, the 
fee they charge actually helps the  mission of their organ-
ization, which is to help Presbyterian churches to be ex-
cellent stewards of their gifts and resources. The exciting 
part about working with the foundation is that we are 
able to use a mobile app that is connected to our account. 
The app is called Give Plus (created by Vanco) and you 
can find it at the Google Play Store if you have an android  
device or you may find the app in the Apple app store by 
searching for “Give Plus.” The great part about the Give 
Plus app is that you can set up for weekly, monthly or one 
time  giving! If you have any questions, please contact the 
church  office. Thank you. 

If you already shop on Amazon, you NOW can have Ama-
zon donate a portion of every  purchase to CTPC! There's 
only ONE simple thing you need to do: just start shop-
ping at smile.amazon.com and select Charles Town Pres-
byterian Church as your charity.  Remember, always start 
at smile.amazon.com and Amazon will donate 0.5% 
of the price of your  eligible AmazonSmile purchas-
es.  AmazonSmile customers can now support Charles 
Town Presbyterian Church in the Amazon shopping app 
on iOS and Android mobile phones! Simply follow these  
instructions to turn on  AmazonSmile and start  generat-
ing donations.  
1. Open the Amazon Shopping app on your device 
2. Go into the main menu of the Amazon Shopping app 
and tap into 'Settings' 
3. Tap 'AmazonSmile' and follow the  on-screen instruc-

tions to complete the process. 

Lives By Giving to  the 
Blanket Offering for Church 
World Service will be collect-
ed this January. Help fight 
hunger and malnutrition, 
meet emergency needs, nur-

ture sustainable development, assist 
refugees and displaced persons, and 
help address the root causes of  poverty 
and powerlessness. Please note on 
memo line blanket offering. Thank you. 

Wednesday 
Night Bible 
Study. 

Weekly Bible Study will resume this 
Wednesday, January 20th,  at 7:00pm 
via Zoom. 

The Six-cents-a-meal offering, norm ally collected 
on the 4th Sunday each month, goes to the  Presbyterian 
Hunger Program. To contribute to this offering please 
note on memo line: hunger offering. Thank you.  

https://www.facebook.com/CharlesTownPresbyterian
mailto:ctpres@ctpres.org
https://www.paypal.com/us/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_flow&SESSION=RoyqxS6Sqfn-O5-1O-yfRSD7X5afGkKIufKE7V9Ncw5nPTXZHw7K3o9-jey&dispatch=5885d80a13c0db1f8e263663d3faee8da8649a435e198e44a05ba053bc68d12e
http://www.ctpres.org/events-calendar
https://soundcloud.com/john-bethard
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=399PYZZ6S3U8T&K=1KQP05XSF17LB&M=urn:rtn:msg:202004211306084c8fe1516e2c49f79960ec8d0bf0p0na&R=1XN75JVRF5Q12&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_830720_211443310_smi_em_we2_l1_smi&H=LZ8D35ZAA1RRQVY6I4UKBUSP5NMA&ref
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=399PYZZ6S3U8T&K=1KQP05XSF17LB&M=urn:rtn:msg:202004211306084c8fe1516e2c49f79960ec8d0bf0p0na&R=1XN75JVRF5Q12&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_830720_211443310_smi_em_we2_l1_smi&H=LZ8D35ZAA1RRQVY6I4UKBUSP5NMA&ref


 

CTPC Zoom Meetings  
this week 
 
 
 
 

The Faithweavers are studying Joshua. The Faithw eavers Zoom  class w ill be held from  
9:00 - 9:50 AM. It’s not too late to join the class and everyone is invited and welcome! Log into 
Zoom and join Meeting ID. 789 5479 7659 and Password 8ZFCtT.  For more information and a 
study book, contact Margaret Kursey at mkursey@gmail.com. 
 
The Children’s Zoom SS class . Good new s! There w ill now  be two Children ’s Zoom 
events on Sunday mornings  from 8:45-9:00 AM. Marsha Dibbern will meet with her class on the 
Zoom ID # 814 041 7243  password 565656 
 
Angie Lavallee will meet with her class at a new Zoom ID and password. Angie will send an invita-
tion by email to all the parents and grandparents of her students, so please be looking out for that 
link. 
  
The Yokefellows Sunday School. Class w ill have a business m eeting from  8:45 am  to 
9:00 am at which time prayers will be offered for class members and friends of the class who are ill 
or otherwise in distress. From 9:00 am to 9:40 am a lesson will be taught from the Adult Bible Stud-
ies series.  
 
Session Meeting , Tuesday, January 19th, at 7:00pm .  
Topic: CTPC Session Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/91075223945?pwd=UXd3ejJOeks4K3VuQnY0bjdZSzRUQT09 
Meeting ID: 910 7522 3945 
Passcode: Elder 
 
Wednesday Night Bible Study at 7:00pm . 
Topic: Charles Town Presbyterian Church Bible Study 
https://zoom.us/j/96202042739?pwd=ZWt5aUhJYlBOVHJ0bE1RYmF0T2llQT09  
Meeting ID: 962 0204 2739 
Passcode: 021517 

2021- Let's Journey the Bible Together! Congregational Bible Reading 
In 2021, we will endeavor to read the Bible together!  Using the plan provided in the link below, we 
will take advantage of a plan produced by Navigators, and organization committed to deeper Chris-
tian discipleship.  We encourage everyone to participate. 
https://www.navigators.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf  

mailto:mkursey@gmail.com
https://zoom.us/j/91075223945?pwd=UXd3ejJOeks4K3VuQnY0bjdZSzRUQT09
https://zoom.us/j/96202042739?pwd=ZWt5aUhJYlBOVHJ0bE1RYmF0T2llQT09
https://www.navigators.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf


                                 MUSIC NOTES   from Miss Penny 

Attitude of Gratitude 

Hymn for Praise and Prayer 
                                                   “Come, Thou Almighty King”              Author: Anonymous 
                                                                                                                        Tune: Italian Hymn 
 
                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I encourage you to use this tireless hymn for your daily praise and prayer session this week. 

In times of political unrest and a raging pandemic, God is our Only hope. May this hymn remind you 
of who God is, what He wants from us, why we need to call on Him, and where He will take us! 

 
Stay safe & well! Please wear your mask and love like Jesus! 
 
Blessings, Penny 

Come, thou Almighty King, 
help us thy name to sing, 
help us to praise. 
Father, all glorious, 
o'er all victorious, 
come and reign over us, 
Ancient of Days. 
 
Come, thou Incarnate Word, 
gird on thy mighty sword, 
scatter thy foes. 
Let thine almighty aid 
our sure defense be made, 
our souls on thee be stayed; 
thy wonders show. 
 
Come, Holy Comforter, 
thy sacred witness bear 
in this glad hour. 
Thou who almighty art, 
now rule in ev'ry heart, 
and ne'er from us depart, 
Spirit of power. 
 
To the great One in Three 
eternal praises be, 
hence evermore. 
His sov'reign majesty 
may we in glory see, 
and to eternity 
love and adore. 



 
Charles Town Presbyterian Church  

2021 Committee Contact Information 
 

Communication and Technology:  Roger  Snook (rogercsnook@gm ail.com ) 
 
Discipleship and Family Ministry: Marsha Dibbern (m arshadib@juno.com )  
 
Fellowship: Laura Van Zom eren (bltsvz@yahoo.com )  
 
Finance: Roberta Churchill (r ings3@aol.com ) and Bill W hitacre 
(kensington1942@hotmail.com) 
 
Missions and Outreach: K athy Donadio (feebler8@gm ail.com ) and Patsy W hite 
(pwhite724@gmail.com) 
 
Personnel: Roger  Snook(rogercsnook@gm ail.com ) 
 
Property: David W eil (dm w eil66@gm ail.com )  
 
Stewardship and Vision:  Diane Mayhew  (dcm ayhew @hotm ail.com ) 
 
Worship and Music: Lazan Rogers (lazanrogers@yahoo.com ) and Beth Pugh 
bethandvincent@comcast.net)  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Elders   
Class of 2021-  Roberta Churchill, Diane Mayhew, Dave Weil 
Class of 2022- Marsha Dibbern, Lazan Rogers, Bill Whitacre, Patsy White 
Class of 2023- Kathy Donadio, Beth Pugh, Roger Snook 
 
Deacons 
Class of 2021- Alex Bethard, Debbie Henshaw, Shawn Pitcock, Kathy Shue 
Class of 2022- Frank Donadio, Judy Edwards, Brooks Kursey, Jason Mullens 
Class of 2023- Hoyle Fulbright, Matthew Henshaw, Anne Portrey  
 
Trustees 
Class of 2021- Ron Rossi 
Class 2022- Steve Bossung, Margaret Kursey 
Class 2023- Allen Rogers, Susan Wall 

Stewardship 2021 —By Diane Mayhew 
 
The work of Christ is ongoing and is ever stopping, yet, there seems to be the feeling that January is 
the start of something new.  New is good.  Fresh ideas and hands can provide such a needed spark. 
We just heard our yearly reports for the 2020 work of the church at the annual congregational meet-
ing, and we heard about the ongoing workings of the church and our mission.  Christ is always with 
us and we must ever be continuing to shine that light.  I was exhilarated to hear of all the things go-
ing on “in” the church.  That just shows us that we can use our time and talents anywhere! 
 

As we begin a new year, everyone is invited to step out and participate in any of the committees and 
their work.  Any contribution of your talents, abilities and time are greatly appreciated.  If you are 
not sure which committee seems to be a good fit, try one out for size or contact one of the officers or 
committee members and see how you may share your service.  All committees are currently meeting 
by Zoom, and that information is listed weekly in the newsletter. 

mailto:rogercsnook@gmail.com
mailto:rings3@aol.com
mailto:pwhite724@gmail.com
mailto:rogercsnook@gmail.com
mailto:dcmayhew@hotmail.com


Help Wanted!  Some of our members are of greater risk for sever complications should they con-
tract Coronavirus.  Because of this they can’t run all of their errands.  If you are able to run errands 
for some of our congregation members who can’t (errands might   include picking up groceries, pre-
scriptions, or  taking a pet to the vet), please contact the church office by phone 304-725-5316 or 
email ctpres@ctpres.org, and let us know you can help if someone calls looking for this kind of 
help.   And if you find yourself needing this kind of help, please call the church office. 

                   WANTED:            

             Your Special Psalm or Proverb 
 

                                    Please consider sharing a Psalm or Proverb that has special meaning to you.      
                                      Tell us why this passage speaks to you.  This is such a great way to bless others.  
                     Send your special Psalm or Proverb to Rebecca at the church office: rkaetzel@ctpres.org 

As I read and study God's WORD, I find that Father's greatest pleasure comes from hearing the 
spontaneous  songs and words of praise offered to Him, with joy, from His children.  He receives our 
prayers of petition, for those on our hearts during difficult circumstances, but His greatest pleasure 
comes when we show Him our love with jubilant praise. 
 
Examples of  praise?  For His glorious creation: for His unfailing love for everyone on earth whether 
redeemed or not: for spending time in His presence: for sharing  the good news of salvation: for giv-
ing from the abundance He has given to us, with others in need: for searching the WORD with dili-
gence: for singing and dancing with joy: for participating in Sunday school and worship services: for 
our children and families: for who He is: for His everlasting Presence. 
  
 Psalm 100 NIV 
    "Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth. 
    Worship the LORD with gladness; come before Him with joyful songs. 
    Know that the LORD is God. 
    It is He who made us, and we are His; we are His people, the sheep of His pasture. 
    Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise: 
    Give thanks to him and praise His name. 
    For the LORD is good and His love endures forever;  
    His faithfulness continues for all generations." 
 
In Psalms there are many references to praise.  Here are a few: Psalm 8: 1-9;  Psalm 29: 1-2. 
 
—-Nancy Lloyd 

Missions Update from Patsy White. The hom eless dinner  calendar  for  2021  
is almost completed! There are four months open. March 6th, September 4th, Novem-
ber 6th and December 4th. I hope that you will prayerfully consider hosting dinner one 
of these days. You can ask friends and neighbors to help you. Most of us are truly 
blessed to have a home, food, and other comforts. Call or email :Patsy White: 304 -725-
8058, cell 304-671 4408 or pwhite724@gmail.com or Kathy Donadio:  703-704-9189 
or feebler8@gmail.com. 

mailto:ctpres@ctpres.org
mailto:rkaetzel@ctpres.org
mailto:Pwhite724@gmail.com
mailto:feebler8@gmail.com


 
Jesus is the Promised Messiah. Jesus welcomed the faith of the Roman 
centurion. The Romans soldiers will be the ones who nail Jesus to the 
cross. Jesus proves his authority over sickness and disease. 

 





 


