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A couple weeks ago, in my sermon, I highlighted verses that I tend to land on 
frequently in my messages.   
 
But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power 
belongs to God and not to us. We are afflicted in every way, but not 
crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsak-
en; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death 
of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. For 
we who live are always being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that the 
life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. So death is at work 
in us, but life in you… So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is 
wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. For this light 
momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond 
all comparison, as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things 
that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things 
that are unseen are eternal. (2 Corinthian 4:7-12, 16-18) 
 
These verses first spoke to me when I was newly active in my faith.  I had 
progressed from being super-excited about my faith in Christ to a place 
where I seemed to be hitting all kinds of roadblocks.  I was wondering if I 
was the problem, if I had done something to make God mad.  I felt like I was 
moving backward in my faith journey, not forward.  It never dawned on me 
that life is simply hard.  Then I came across these verses in 2 Corinthians 4. 
 
Later in 2 Corinthians 11, Paul explains his sufferings in greater depth: Are 
they servants of Christ? I am a better one—I am talking like a madman—
with far greater labors, far more imprisonments, with countless beatings, 
and often near death. Five times I received at the hands of the Jews 
the forty lashes less one. Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was 
stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I was adrift at 
sea; on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from rob-
bers, danger from my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, 
danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brothers; in toil 
and hardship, through many a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, often 
without food, in cold and exposure. (11:23-27) 
 
Paul writes about this because there was an attack on his ministry with peo-
ple saying that he really wasn’t an apostle.  Paul shows what his apostleship 
is all about – suffering for Jesus.   Few of us have suffered the same as Paul, 
but all of us understand how hard life can be.  It is important that we not lose 
sight of Christ or give up on our faith when we are feeling hard-pressed to 
follow him. 
 
Each day that God gives us, not matter what we are facing, is an opportunity 
to grow in our faith and serve Christ.  Whatever we may be facing, we must 
fix our eyes on the unseen glories of Christ, for it is the grace of Christ that 
will guide us through this messy life and into the glorious life to come. 
 
In Christ, 
 
Pastor John 



Celebrations this week 

January Birthdays 

Matthew Custer 

Hollyn Rossi 

Mary Burns 

 

February Birthdays 

Heather Duncan 

Luella Mullens 

Nicholas Pizzuti 

Linda Snyder 

          Sunday @ CTPC 

10:30am-Worship Celebration FaceBook  

For a complete listing of all of the 
church activities, please click here. 

Weekly Congregation-
al Giving:  Needed to 
Meet  Expenses Budget: 
$6,934 

Sunday’s Receipts for January 24th:  
$5,720; Special Offerings— Help 
Fund—$00; Hunger—$100; Memori-
al—$100 
 
Checks can be mailed to:   
CTPC, PO Box 89, Charles 
Town, WV 25414      
             
For electronic  giving,   
please scan here:    
 

You can listen to Pastor Johns’  
sermon  here:                                      

https://soundcloud.com/john-bethard 

Online giving helps you to bring your  of-
fering before God. In addition to the   no-
fee Facebook donations and nominal fee 

Paypal  service, we set up  online giving  through the   
Presbyterian Foundation.  Money  donated via any of 
these services gets deposited to our church bank 
account. By going through the Foundation, the 
fee they charge actually helps the  mission of their organ-
ization, which is to help Presbyterian churches to be ex-
cellent stewards of their gifts and resources. The exciting 
part about working with the foundation is that we are 
able to use a mobile app that is connected to our account. 
The app is called Give Plus (created by Vanco) and you 
can find it at the Google Play Store if you have an android  
device or you may find the app in the Apple app store by 
searching for “Give Plus.” The great part about the Give 
Plus app is that you can set up for weekly, monthly or one 
time  giving! If you have any questions, please contact the 
church  office. Thank you. 

If you already shop on Amazon, you NOW can have Ama-
zon donate a portion of every  purchase to CTPC! There's 
only ONE simple thing you need to do: just start shop-
ping at smile.amazon.com and select Charles Town Pres-
byterian Church as your charity.  Remember, always start 
at smile.amazon.com and Amazon will donate 0.5% 
of the price of your  eligible AmazonSmile purchas-
es.  AmazonSmile customers can now support Charles 
Town Presbyterian Church in the Amazon shopping app 
on iOS and Android mobile phones! Simply follow these  
instructions to turn on  AmazonSmile and start  generat-
ing donations.  
1. Open the Amazon Shopping app on your device 
2. Go into the main menu of the Amazon Shopping app 
and tap into 'Settings' 
3. Tap 'AmazonSmile' and follow the  on-screen instruc-

tions to complete the process. 

Lives By Giving to  the Blan-
ket Offering for Church World 
Service will be collected this Jan-
uary. Help fight hunger and mal-

nutrition, meet emergency needs, nur-
ture sustainable development, assist 
refugees and displaced persons, and 
help address the root causes of  poverty 
and powerlessness. Please note on 
memo line blanket offering. Thank you. 

The Six-cents-a-meal offering, norm ally collected 
on the 4th Sunday each month, goes to the  Presbyterian 
Hunger Program. To contribute to this offering please 
note on memo line: hunger offering. Thank you.  

IMPORTANT TAX NOTICE: To 
ensure the deductibility of your 
church contributions, do not file your 
2020 income tax return until you have 
accessed your on-line giving state-
ment. If you need the office to print a 
hard copy of your contribution state-
ment, please call or email the church 
office. Giving statements have been 
mailed to those without email. 

https://www.facebook.com/CharlesTownPresbyterian
mailto:ctpres@ctpres.org
https://www.paypal.com/us/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_flow&SESSION=RoyqxS6Sqfn-O5-1O-yfRSD7X5afGkKIufKE7V9Ncw5nPTXZHw7K3o9-jey&dispatch=5885d80a13c0db1f8e263663d3faee8da8649a435e198e44a05ba053bc68d12e
http://www.ctpres.org/events-calendar
https://soundcloud.com/john-bethard
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=399PYZZ6S3U8T&K=1KQP05XSF17LB&M=urn:rtn:msg:202004211306084c8fe1516e2c49f79960ec8d0bf0p0na&R=1XN75JVRF5Q12&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_830720_211443310_smi_em_we2_l1_smi&H=LZ8D35ZAA1RRQVY6I4UKBUSP5NMA&ref
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=399PYZZ6S3U8T&K=1KQP05XSF17LB&M=urn:rtn:msg:202004211306084c8fe1516e2c49f79960ec8d0bf0p0na&R=1XN75JVRF5Q12&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_830720_211443310_smi_em_we2_l1_smi&H=LZ8D35ZAA1RRQVY6I4UKBUSP5NMA&ref


 

CTPC Zoom Meetings  
this week 
 
 
 
 

The Faithweavers are studying Joshua. The Faithw eavers Zoom  class w ill be held from  
9:00 - 9:50 AM. Log into Zoom and join Meeting ID. 789 5479 7659 and Password 8ZFCtT.  For 
more information and a study book, contact Margaret Kursey at mkursey@gmail.com. 
 
The Children’s Zoom SS class. There are tw o Children ’s Zoom events on Sunday mornings  
from 8:45-9:00 AM. Marsha Dibbern will meet with elementary students on the Zoom ID # 814 041 
7243  password 565656 
 
Angie Lavallee will meet with preschool children at a new Zoom ID and password. Angie will send an 
invitation by email to all the parents and grandparents of her students, so please be looking out for 
that link. 
  
The Yokefellows Sunday School. The class begins w ith a business m eeting from  8:45 
am to 9:00 am during which time members offer prayers for members and friends who are ill or oth-
erwise in distress. Following this short business meeting the class will have a lesson from the Adult 
Bible Studies series from 9:00 am to 9:40 am . Anyone wishing to join the Yokefellows Sunday 
School Class on ZOOM this Sunday or any Sunday should email Gary Scott 
( gary3042795296@gmail.com) or James Mackenzie at( mackenzie48708@gmail.com) to request a 
ZOOM “invite”. 

Stewardship & Vision, Monday, February 1st, 7:00pm  
https://zoom.us/j/93592598503?pwd=V3ljL2hFdDJxWFVOaElvM0k4Q0NLdz09  
Meeting ID: 935 9259 8503  
Passcode: 421700  
 
Mission & Outreach, Tuesday, February 2nd, 7:00pm  
https://zoom.us/j/95324727255?pwd=QzlxUDVZL2RBeUVKM3o2YU1oZXpkdz09  
Meeting ID: 953 2472 7255 
Passcode: 218643 
 
Wednesday Night Bible Study at 7:00pm . 
Topic: Charles Town Presbyterian Church Bible Study 
https://zoom.us/j/96202042739?pwd=ZWt5aUhJYlBOVHJ0bE1RYmF0T2llQT09  
Meeting ID: 962 0204 2739 
Passcode: 021517 
 
 

2021- Let's Journey the Bible Together! Congregational Bible Reading 
In 2021, we will endeavor to read the Bible together!  Using the plan provided in the link below, we 
will take advantage of a plan produced by Navigators, and organization committed to deeper Chris-
tian discipleship.  We encourage everyone to participate. 
https://www.navigators.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf  

mailto:mkursey@gmail.com
mailto:gary3042795296@gmail.com
mailto:mackenzie48708@gmail.com
https://zoom.us/j/93592598503?pwd=V3ljL2hFdDJxWFVOaElvM0k4Q0NLdz09
https://zoom.us/j/95324727255?pwd=QzlxUDVZL2RBeUVKM3o2YU1oZXpkdz09
https://zoom.us/j/96202042739?pwd=ZWt5aUhJYlBOVHJ0bE1RYmF0T2llQT09
https://www.navigators.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf


                                 MUSIC NOTES   from Miss Penny 

Attitude of Gratitude 
Hymn for Praise and Prayer 

                                                                        Fairest Lord Jesus                                                       Anonymous  

This week’s hymn to bless your morning Praise and Prayer time is “Fairest Lord Jesus”. The lyrics of 
this hymn expressively remind us why Jesus is our Lord and Savior. 

 Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature, 
 O Thou of God and man the Son, 
 Thee will I cherish, Thee will I honor, 
 Thou, my soul’s glory, joy and crown. 

 Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands, 
 Robed in the blooming garb of spring; 
 Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, 
 Who makes the woeful heart to sing. 

 Fair is the sunshine, 
 Fairer still the moonlight, 
 And all the twinkling starry host; 
 Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer 
 Than all the angels Heav’n can boast. 

 All fairest beauty, heavenly and earthly, 
 Wondrously, Jesus, is found in Thee; 
             None can be nearer, fairer or dearer, 
            Than Thou, my Savior, art to me. 

 Beautiful Savior! Lord of all the nations! 
 Son of God and Son of Man! 
            Glory and honor, praise, adoration, 
            Now and forever more be Thine. 

Beautiful Savior! Lord of all the nations! Son of God and Son of Man! Glory and honr, praise adora-
tion, now and forever more be thine. 

 

Stay safe and well! Please wear your mask and love like Jesus! 
 
Blessings, Penny 
 

Jefferson Community Ministries Food Pantry needs.  Any items would be appre-
ciated and can be dropped off at JCCM from  9-noon.  

Plastic ware, shampoo, conditioner, body wash, 10-12oz coffee, 15oz powdered 
coffee creamer,  20-40oz laundry detergent/pods, 10-20oz dish soap, canned 
meats (spam, ham, tuna, chicken), Vienna sausage, tea bags, tuna packets, cat 

and dog food, Mac & Cheese cups, microwave meals,  syrup, sticks of butter, jelly. 

Thank you in advance for any donations.  God Bless and have a Great Week. 

Diana Carpenter, Volunteer JCCM 



 Stewardship Notes- STOCK TRANSFERS AS MEANS TO SUPPORT YOUR 
CHURCH 

 
Giving during a pandemic certainly has had its challenges.  But it has opened new horizons for      
opportunities.  Many of us are giving online now.   
 
It is also the beginning of the year and time to get ready for taxes.  Maybe this is a chore that brings 
doom to our mind. Hopefully not!  As we look at those tax documents, maybe we see that we need to 
clean up our stock portfolio.  Your advisor may be suggesting rebalancing your portfolio.  You may 
have too much of a stock or two, yet this would involve selling stocks that have appreciated and thus 
create capital gains.  Did you know that you could give to the church by transferring appreciated 
stocks? Thus, possibly no capital gains!  This is an easy process.  Maybe easier than using the USPS 
to mail a check.  It is as simple as contacting your broker with a couple pieces of information and  
letting one of the church trustees know when the transfer is made and how you desire the funds to 
be allocated.   
 
Maybe you are of the age to take required minimum distributions (RMDs) from an IRA.  Did you 
know that you can make a Qualified charitable distribution (QCD) from your IRA to qualifying    
charities?  This can be a great option as the QCD can be used to satisfy required minimum distribu-
tions (RMDs) from an IRA without having the distribution included in your income.  There are    
several key benefits for those who decide to use this avenue of giving: 
 
 + For those who don’t itemize deductions- If QCDs are used as a funding source for charitable       
 donations, the donor could receive tax benefits when there otherwise would have been no 
 benefit due to the use of the standard deduction. 
 
 + For those who pay taxes on a portion of their Social Security benefits- Income for determin-
 ing the taxation of Social Security benefits is lower than if the IRA holder had taken the RMD, 
 potentially reducing this taxation. 
 
 + For those whose income level subjects them on Net Investment Income, or phase-0ut of 
 personal exemptions or itemized deductions- A QCD made in lieu of an RMD will result in 
 lower Adjusted Gross Income for the IRA holder, which may lessen the effect of this tax or 
 applicable phase-outs. 
 
 + For those who give larger gifts- Deductibility limits do not apply to QCDs, which means the 
 QCD can be made in addition to other charitable contributions that may be limited by the   
 annual  maximum deductible percentage of income or phase-outs of itemized deductions. 
 
If you feel you could benefit from making an IRA distribution to the church, please confer with your 
tax and Financial advisor as to how best to apply the tax benefits for your specific situation.  The 
church does not provide tax advice but only wishes to provide information for you to personally     
explore for your unique circumstance.   
 
Most importantly, remember your financial support furthers the work of the church as we share the 
love of Christ!!  Thank you for your generous giving of not only your finances but time and talents.   
 
Again, if this seems like a good option for you, contact one of the trustees and we will give you the 
information for a transfer to our secure Wells Fargo Account. 
 
Trustees:  Margaret Kursey, Allen Rogers, Steve Bossung, Ron Rossi and Susan Wall 
 
Many Thanks for your faithfulness.   



Help Wanted!  Some of our members are of greater risk for sever complications should they con-
tract Coronavirus.  Because of this they can’t run all of their errands.  If you are able to run errands 
for some of our congregation members who can’t (errands might   include picking up groceries, pre-
scriptions, or  taking a pet to the vet), please contact the church office by phone 304-725-5316 or 
email ctpres@ctpres.org, and let us know you can help if someone calls looking for this kind of 
help.   And if you find yourself needing this kind of help, please call the church office. 

                   WANTED:            

             Your Special Psalm or Proverb 
            Please consider sharing a Psalm or Proverb that has special meaning to you.      

                                      Tell us why this passage speaks to you.  This is such a great way to bless others.  
                     Send your special Psalm or Proverb to Rebecca at the church office: rkaetzel@ctpres.org 

Psalm 23 
  
I have been having trouble falling asleep. I go to bed and begin my nightly prayers and suddenly the 
world distracts me. When will I get my Covid vaccination? What will we do with the thousands of 
people headed here from Honduras? Why are the Republicans and Democrats not working for the 
good of the country? Why is the press not truthful? Why are people in general being violent and 
mean? I could go on and on but I won't. I have been praying and then reflecting on Psalm 23. It has 
helped me to refocus. 
"The Lord is my shepherd, I lack for nothing." We are God's sheep. He provides for us. He guides us. 
He protects us. "He leads me beside quiet waters, he refreshes my soul. He guides me along the right 
paths for his name's sake." We are not passive, frightened sheep but obedient followers. God will 
lead us in the right direction and in the right ways. "Even though I walk through the darkest valley I 
will fear no evil, for God is with me. His rod and his staff they comfort me." We can be confident that 
God hears our prayers and that God is in control. "He prepares a table before me in the presence of 
my enemies. He anoints my head with oil. My cup overflows." I have more than I need. I will trust 
the Lord. He is everywhere. He is all powerful, He is all knowing. God never changes. "Surely good-
ness and love will follow me all the days of my life and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever." 
God the perfect shepherd promises to guide us and protect us through our life to bring us into his 
house forever. So every night I refocus on God and not on the world. Sweet dreams! 
 
—-Patsy White 

Are you available? Availability is a noun m eaning the ability of being able to 
be used or obtained. How available are you to do God's work? Most of us choose our avail-
ability by deciding if we want or don't want to do something. How is God using you to do 
his work? 
James 2:24 to 26 says, "What good is it my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does 

not have works? If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and one of you says 
to them, "Go in peace and be warm and filled", without giving them things needed for the body, what 
good is that? So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. But someone will say, "You 
have faith and I have works. Show me your faith apart from your works and I will show you my faith 
by my works. 
You can have the opportunity to feed the needy by offering to host a homeless meal in March or De-
cember. There are two months open in 2021.Mission and Outreach encourages you to consider pre-
paring and hosting a meal on the first Saturday of each of these months. Ask a friend or neighbor to 
help, 
Galatians 5:25 says, "If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit." Call or email:Patsy White: 
304 -725-8058, cell 304-671 4408 or pwhite724@gmail.com or Kathy Donadio:  703-704-9189 or 
feebler8@gmail.com. 

mailto:ctpres@ctpres.org
mailto:rkaetzel@ctpres.org
mailto:Pwhite724@gmail.com
mailto:feebler8@gmail.com


When Jesus healed people he demonstrated that he was Lord over sick-
ness. This scripture poster highlights the fact that he was also Lord over 
creation. “Even the winds and the sea obey him.” Children need to under-
stand that Jesus is Lord over all things. There is no place or thing over 
which he is not Lord. This is a comforting and critical truth to learn at an 
early age. Children will be reminded of this reality regularly when they 
place this scripture poster on a wall or mirror. 





 


