
 

MUSINGS...                    by Pastor John Bethard 
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One of the most misunderstood verses in all of scripture is Philippians 4:13, 
which reads, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”  Many 
Christians, including me, love this verse. And many Christians, including me, 
have misapplied this verse to our lives. 

 

If we were to add whatever difficult thing is before us into this verse, it 
sounds really affirming and encouraging.  For example, “I can take this       
Algebra test through Christ who strengthens me.”  “I can do well on this job 
interview through Christ who strengthens me.”  “I can shovel this snow, 
through Christ who strengthens me.” There is nothing wrong with asking 
God for clarity while taking a test, calmness while interviewing for a job, or 
strength for a hard task.  But those are not the kinds of things Paul was refer-
ring to.  Let’s look at the greater context of Philippians 4: 

 

I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your  
concern for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no oppor-
tunity.  Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in    
whatever situation I am to be content.  I know how to be brought low, and I 
know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the 
secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need.  I can do all 
things through him who strengthens me. (4:10-13) 

 

Paul is speaking of his ministry, and how, throughout his ministry, he has 
known ease and hardship, hunger and plenty, peace, and anxiety.  He         
expands on some of those experiences in 2 Corinthians, where he describes 
beatings, imprisonments, and other hardships as regular experiences in his 
work for Christ. 

 

We do well to rely on Christ in all things, especially when our confidence is 
lacking.  We should pray for clarity, confidence, strength, etc.  We must also 
be careful to rightly apply scripture to our lives.  If we are talking about doing 
the work God has called us to do in uncertain and/or changing                     
circumstances, then yes, Philippians 4:13 is the verse to go to!  And for other 
occasions when we need encouragement, there are many other scriptures we 
can turn to, such as Matthew 28:20, “Behold, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age.” 

 

Regular reading and studying of God’s Word is important for every Chris-
tians, because it trains us to understand the importance of context to help 
determine meaning and application.  I hope and pray that each of us will 
know the Lord more deeply through his Word and will depend on Him in 
every difficult circumstance. 

 

Blessings, 

 

Pastor John  



Celebrations  

February Birthdays 

Mason Fowler 

Pat Hetzinger 

 

 

February Anniversaries 

Dale & Rose Baddorf 

 

 

          Sunday @ CTPC 

10:30am-Worship Celebration FaceBook  

For a complete listing of all of the 
church activities, please click here. 

Weekly Congregation-
al Giving:  Needed to 
Meet  Expenses Budget: 
$6,934 

Sunday’s Receipts for January 31st:  
$2,179; Special Offerings—  Memorial—
$300 
Checks can be mailed to:   
CTPC, PO Box 89, Charles Town, WV 
25414      
             
For electronic  giving,   
please scan here:    
 
Thank you!   

You can listen to Pastor Johns’  
sermon  here:                                      

https://soundcloud.com/john-bethard 

Online giving helps you to bring your  of-
fering before God. In addition to the   no-
fee Facebook donations and nominal fee 

Paypal  service, we set up  online giving  through the   
Presbyterian Foundation.  Money  donated via any of 
these services gets deposited to our church bank 
account. By going through the Foundation, the 
fee they charge actually helps the  mission of their organ-
ization, which is to help Presbyterian churches to be ex-
cellent stewards of their gifts and resources. The exciting 
part about working with the foundation is that we are 
able to use a mobile app that is connected to our account. 
The app is called Give Plus (created by Vanco) and you 
can find it at the Google Play Store if you have an android  
device or you may find the app in the Apple app store by 
searching for “Give Plus.” The great part about the Give 
Plus app is that you can set up for weekly, monthly or one 
time  giving! If you have any questions, please contact the 
church  office. Thank you. 

If you already shop on Amazon, you NOW can have Ama-
zon donate a portion of every  purchase to CTPC! There's 
only ONE simple thing you need to do: just start shop-
ping at smile.amazon.com and select Charles Town Pres-
byterian Church as your charity.  Remember, always start 
at smile.amazon.com and Amazon will donate 0.5% 
of the price of your  eligible AmazonSmile purchas-
es.  AmazonSmile customers can now support Charles 
Town Presbyterian Church in the Amazon shopping app 
on iOS and Android mobile phones! Simply follow these  
instructions to turn on  AmazonSmile and start  generat-
ing donations.  
1. Open the Amazon Shopping app on your device 
2. Go into the main menu of the Amazon Shopping app 
and tap into 'Settings' 
3. Tap 'AmazonSmile' and follow the  on-screen instruc-

tions to complete the process. 

The Six-cents-a-meal offering, 
normally collected on the 4th Sunday 
each month, goes to the  Presbyterian 
Hunger Program. To contribute to this 
offering please note on memo line: 
hunger offering. Thank you.  

IMPORTANT TAX NOTICE: To 
ensure the deductibility of your 
church contributions, do not file your 
2020 income tax return until you have 
accessed your on-line giving state-
ment. If you need the office to print a 
hard copy of your contribution state-
ment, please call or email the church 
office. Giving statements have been 
mailed to those without email. 

https://www.facebook.com/CharlesTownPresbyterian
mailto:ctpres@ctpres.org
https://www.paypal.com/us/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_flow&SESSION=RoyqxS6Sqfn-O5-1O-yfRSD7X5afGkKIufKE7V9Ncw5nPTXZHw7K3o9-jey&dispatch=5885d80a13c0db1f8e263663d3faee8da8649a435e198e44a05ba053bc68d12e
http://www.ctpres.org/events-calendar
https://soundcloud.com/john-bethard
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=399PYZZ6S3U8T&K=1KQP05XSF17LB&M=urn:rtn:msg:202004211306084c8fe1516e2c49f79960ec8d0bf0p0na&R=1XN75JVRF5Q12&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_830720_211443310_smi_em_we2_l1_smi&H=LZ8D35ZAA1RRQVY6I4UKBUSP5NMA&ref
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=399PYZZ6S3U8T&K=1KQP05XSF17LB&M=urn:rtn:msg:202004211306084c8fe1516e2c49f79960ec8d0bf0p0na&R=1XN75JVRF5Q12&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_830720_211443310_smi_em_we2_l1_smi&H=LZ8D35ZAA1RRQVY6I4UKBUSP5NMA&ref


 

CTPC Zoom Meetings  
this week 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Faithweavers are studying Joshua. The Faithw eavers Zoom  class w ill be held from  
9:00 - 9:50 AM. Log into Zoom and join Meeting ID. 789 5479 7659 and Password 8ZFCtT.  For 
more information and a study book, contact Margaret Kursey at mkursey@gmail.com. 
 
 
The Children’s Zoom SS class . Good new s! There w ill now  be two Children ’s Zoom 
events on Sunday mornings  from 8:45-9:00 AM. Marsha Dibbern will meet with her class on the 
Zoom ID # 814 041 7243  password 565656 
 
 
Angie Lavallee will meet with her class at a new Zoom ID and password. Angie will send an invita-
tion by email to all the parents and grandparents of her students, so please be looking out for that 
link. 
 
  
The Yokefellows Sunday School. The class begins w ith a business m eeting from  8:45 
am to 9:00 am during which time members offer prayers for members and friends who are ill or oth-
erwise in distress. Following this short business meeting the class will have a lesson from the Adult 
Bible Studies series from 9:00 am to 9:40 am . Anyone wishing to join the Yokefellows Sunday 
School Class on ZOOM this Sunday or any Sunday should email Gary Scott 
( gary3042795296@gmail.com) or James Mackenzie at( mackenzie48708@gmail.com) to request a 
ZOOM “invite”. 

 
 
Wednesday Night Bible Study at 7:00pm . 
Topic: Charles Town Presbyterian Church Bible Study 
https://zoom.us/j/96202042739?pwd=ZWt5aUhJYlBOVHJ0bE1RYmF0T2llQT09  
Meeting ID: 962 0204 2739 
Passcode: 021517 

2021- Let's Journey the Bible Together! Congregational Bible Reading 
In 2021, we will endeavor to read the Bible together!  Using the plan provided in the link below, we 
will take advantage of a plan produced by Navigators, and organization committed to deeper Chris-
tian discipleship.  We encourage everyone to participate. 
https://www.navigators.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf  

mailto:mkursey@gmail.com
mailto:gary3042795296@gmail.com
mailto:mackenzie48708@gmail.com
https://zoom.us/j/96202042739?pwd=ZWt5aUhJYlBOVHJ0bE1RYmF0T2llQT09
https://www.navigators.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf


                                 MUSIC NOTES   from Miss Penny 

Attitude of Gratitude 
A Hymn for Praise and Prayer 

“Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above” 
Text: Johann Jacob Schultz 1675 

Music: Bohemian Brethren's Kirchengesang 1566  
 

I believe one of the best ways to work through the winter blahs and Covid burnout, is to rise in the 
morning with a song on our heart. This week I share with you, “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns 
Above”.  May this hymn of praise and thanksgiving be the song you need to start your day! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stay safe and well! Please wear your mask and love 
like Jesus! 
 
Blessings, Penny 
 

 

Sing praise to God who reigns above, 
the God of all creation, 
the God of power, the God of love, 
the God of our salvation. 
With healing balm my soul is filled 
and every faithless murmur stilled: 
To God all praise and glory. 
The Lord is never far away, 
but through all grief distressing, 
an ever present help and stay, 
our peace and joy and blessing. 
As with a mother's tender hand, 
God gently leads the chosen band: 
To God all praise and glory. 
Thus all my toilsome way along, 
I sing aloud thy praises, 
that earth may hear the grateful song 
my voice unwearied raises. 
Be joyful in the Lord, my heart, 
both soul and body bear your part: 
To God all praise and glory. 
Let all who name Christ's holy name 
give God all praise and glory; 
let all who own his power proclaim 
aloud the wondrous story! 
Cast each false idol from its throne, 
for Christ is Lord, and Christ alone: 
To God all praise and glory. 

Are you available? Availability is a noun m eaning the ability of being able to be used 
or obtained. How available are you to do God's work? Most of us choose our availability by deciding 
if we want or don't want to do something. How is God using you to do his work? James 2:24 to 26 
says, "What good is it my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? If a 
brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and one of you says to them, "Go in 
peace and be warm and filled", without giving them things needed for the body, what good is that? 

So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. But someone will say, "You have faith and I have 
works. Show me your faith apart from your works and I will show you my faith by my works. You can have the 
opportunity to feed the needy by offering to host a homeless meal in March or December. There are two 
months open in 2021.Mission and Outreach encourages you to consider preparing and hosting a meal on the 
first Saturday of each of these months. Ask a friend or neighbor to help. Galatians 5:25 says, "If we live by the 
Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit." Call or email:Patsy White: 304 -725-8058, cell 304-671 4408 or 
pwhite724@gmail.com or Kathy Donadio:  703-704-9189 or  feebler8@gmail.com. 

mailto:Pwhite724@gmail.com
mailto:feebler8@gmail.com


 Stewardship Notes:  
As the Disciples followed Jesus and continued their work to share the God News after the Resurrec-
tion, they were seeking that firm foundation to be gained in the eternal kingdom. They certainly put 
in much sweat equity even to the point of losing their life.   Pastor John recently posed the question 
in a sermon: “Why follow Jesus Christ?”  The answer is that if we put Christ first, the reward is 
worth it.  That reward is laying that firm foundation for the coming age.  Pastor John reminded us 
that Matthew 8:18-22 calls us to be Christ’s disciples.  How can you be Christ’s disciple?  Give your 
heart to Christ and seek to be a good steward.  Worship starts that process.   
 
Do you ever second guess your stewardship? You know- if I commit to this ministry, will I have time 
for other things? What if I give more money? Will I have enough left over?  If I am generous, I 
might have to deprive myself of something good!  You get the picture, as I am sure we all have had 
second thoughts about our stewardship- is it enough? or is it too much? and the like.  The beauty of 
giving to God is that God seems to know how to multiply.  Maybe we find that extra to give whether 
it be monetary or in sweat equity.  Maybe, our leadership and contribution to a project will inspire 
someone else to participate.  God has given us so much and we need to remember that we can never 
out-give God.  What matters to God is the heart!  Generosity is joyful living and warms the heart.   
1 Timothy6:17-19 reminds us: 
Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant 
to put their hope in wealth , which is so uncertain , but to put their 
hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoy-
ment.  Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be 
generous and willing to share .  In this way they will lay up treasures 
for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they 
may take hold of the life that is truly life .   
—-Diane Mayhew 

Psalm 127 begins with two lines that have guided my life:  
     Unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who build it. 
These are followed by: 
      Unless the Lord guards the city, the watchman stays awake in vain. 
 
I was blessed to be raised in a Christian home.  We went to church each week along with most mem-
bers of my extended family.  In fact, I was distantly related to many members of our church. Many 
in this community of believers were true examples of people informed by the lines in this Psalm.  I 
saw it in the way they lived.  It became important to me as I matured in this environment.  It was not 
that everyone lived perfect lives; it was the way that Christians shared the love of, and accepted the 
admonition of, the Lord.  As time went by, I learned –through my family, attending worship, Sunday 
School, Youth group, etc.-- what it meant to follow Christ.  Part of this was allowing the Holy Spirit 
to guard my mind and my heart.  Although there were many times when I rebelled and did things 
my own way, I always eventually felt the Holy Spirit pulling me back to the realization that God’s 
way was the better path.   Throughout my life I have been continually reminded that only ‘the house’ 
built by the Lord can possibly endure the trials and suffering of this world, as we are advised by Sol-
omon here in Psalm 127.   
—-Marsha Dibbern 

                   WANTED:            

             Your Special Psalm or Proverb 
            Please consider sharing a Psalm or Proverb that has special meaning to you.      

                                      Tell us why this passage speaks to you.  This is such a great way to bless others.  
                     Send your special Psalm or Proverb to Rebecca at the church office: rkaetzel@ctpres.org 

mailto:rkaetzel@ctpres.org


BibleWise Four Friends and a 
Healing 



 


