March 5, 2021

MUSINGS...

by Pastor John Bethard

On Sunday, I am preaching on Matthew 11, when John the Baptist sends his
disciples to Jesus to ask if he is the Messiah Israel has been waiting for.
Jesus doesn’t answer this question with a simple yes or no, rather, he refers
to an important prophecy that describes the kind of transformation the
Messiah will bring.
In essence, Jesus is proving he is the Messiah by pointing to the miracles he’s
done. His reference to the prophecy is important; it’s not like a fortune-teller
making a lucky guess, Jesus has performed some amazing, inexplicable miracles that can only be attributed to God.
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It was not only the Pharisees who misunderstand who Jesus was, but so did
those who knew him. These questions are a direct result of how the scriptures were being taught. Israel had long been a subjugated nation, and that
was read into the prophecies. Promises of deliverance were understood from
a political perspective, that the Messiah would come and lead a defeat of the
Roman Empire.
It is quite easy to read our own wants, desires, and situations into the scriptures. For example, if I were hungry, and the pantry was empty, it would be
easy to read, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger,
and whoever believes in me shall never thirst” (John 6:35), and then think
that Jesus was going to provide my lunch. Now, while it is true that everything we have (including lunch) comes from God, what Jesus is actually talking about is eternal life, and he is doing it through a very clever reference to
both the manna the Israelites were given by God during the exodus, as well
as to the bread of presence that was in the temple.
When we come to the Word, we do well to ask six basic questions:
Who is this abou t (God, m e, som eone else)?
When and Where did this take place an d w hat w as go ing o n
at the time?
Why is this im por tant?
What is the pr inciple this passage is tea ching?
How do I apply this passage to m y life today?
Finally, one of the most important things we must realize is that we are finite
people. How we understand a particular passage might not be accurate, or
even wrong. And there is always the possibility that God will answer his
Word in ways we haven’t even thought of.
May God bless all of us as we study his Word and grow in our knowledge and
understanding of our faith and our God!
Blessings,
Pastor John

Celebrations this week
March Birthdays
Jenna Hardy
Communion this Sunday. The denomination has
offered clear guidance for celebrating the Lord’s
Supper virtually. The sacrament will be part of the
worship service. Please have some bread and grape
juice to share with all who are participating in the
worship service. Please do not substitute the elements with anything other than bread and juice (for
example, Doritos and coke is not the sacrament).

Sunday @ CTPC
10:30am-Worship Celebration FaceBook

For a complete listing of all of the
church activities, please click here.

You can listen to Pastor Johns’ sermon
here:
https://soundcloud.com/john-bethard

Weekly Congregational Giving: Needed to Meet Expenses B u dget: $6,934
Sunday’s Receipts for
Checks can be mailed to:
CTPC, PO Box 89, Charles Town,
The Six-cents-a-meal offering, co lWV 25414
lected on the 4th Sunday each month,
goes to the Presbyterian Hunger ProFor electronic giving, please scan here:
gram. To contribute to this offering
Thank you!
please note on memo line: hunger offering. Thank you.
Online giving helps you to bring your offering before God. In addition to the nofee Facebook donations and nominal fee Paypal service, we set up online giving
through the Presbyterian Foundation. Money donated via any of these services
gets deposited to our church bank account. B y go ing thr o u gh the Fo u ndation, the fee
they charge actually helps the mission of their organization, which is to help Presbyterian churches
to be excellent stewards of their gifts and resources. The exciting part about working with the foundation is that we are able to use a mobile app that is connected to our account. The app is called Give
Plus (created by Vanco) and you can find it at the Google Play Store if you have an android device or
you may find the app in the Apple app store by searching for “Give Plus.” The great part about the
Give Plus app is that you can set up for weekly, monthly or one time giving! If you have any questions, please contact the church office. Thank you.
If you already shop on Amazon, you NOW can have Amazon donate a portion of every purchase to
CTPC! There's only ONE simple thing you need to do: just start shopping at smile.amazon.com and
select Charles Town Presbyterian Church as your charity.
Remember, always start at
smile.amazon.com and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases. AmazonSmile customers can now support Charles Town Presbyterian Church in the Amazon shopping app on iOS and Android mobile phones! Simply follow these instructions to turn on
AmazonSmile and start generating donations.
1. Open the Amazon Shopping app on your device
2. Go into the main menu of the Amazon Shopping app and tap into 'Settings'
3. Tap 'AmazonSmile' and follow the on-screen instructions to complete the process.
2021- Let's Journey through the Bible Together! Congregational Bible Reading. In 2021, we will endeavor to read the Bible together! Using the plan provided in the link below, we will take advantage
of a plan produced by Navigators, and organization committed to deeper Christian discipleship. We
encourage everyone to participate.
https://www.navigators.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf

CTPC Zoom Meetings
this week
Read Group, this Satu r day, Mar ch 6, at 10:00am .
Topic: READ Book Study
Time: This is a recurring meeting
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/98451764248?pwd=SVUvT0svaWhsY1d0N3E2aUErc3FiZz09
Meeting ID: 984 5176 4248
Passcode: 254484
The Faithweavers' a r e stu dying For giveness by Mar jor ie J. Thom pson du r ing Lent.
In this six week study, the Faithweavers are using Lent, a time to reflect on our Christian journey, as
an appropriate time to deepen our understanding and practice of forgiveness. In Forgiveness, the
author explores kinship appeal, self-examination, honesty, repentance, forgiving, and beginning
again. All are welcome to join the Faithweavers.The Faithweavers Zoom class will be held from 9:00
- 9:50 AM. Log into Zoom and join Meeting ID. 789 5479 7659 and Password 8ZFCtT. For more information and a study book, contact Margaret Kursey at mkursey@gmail.com.
The Children’s Zoom SS class . Good n ew s! Ther e w ill now be two Childr en ’s Zoom
events on Sunday mornings from 8:45-9:00 AM. Marsha Dibbern will meet with her class on the
Zoom ID # 814 041 7243 password 565656
Angie Lavallee will meet with her class at a new Zoom ID and password. Angie will send an invitation by email to all the parents and grandparents of her students, so please be looking out for that
link.

The Yokefellows Su nday School Class m eets on Su nday’s at 8:45 am on ZOOM, with a business meeting from 8:45 am to 9:00 am, at which time prayers will be offered for members, family
and friends who are ill or otherwise in distress. At 9:00 am until 9:40 am a lesson will be taught
from the Adult Bible Studies series. Those desiring to attend on ZOOM should request a ZOOM
“invite” from Gary Scott, whose email is gary3042795296@gmail.com or from James Mackenzie,
whose email address is mackenzie48708@gmail.com
Wednesday Night Bible Study at 7:00pm .
Topic: Charles Town Presbyterian Church Bible Study
https://zoom.us/j/96202042739?pwd=ZWt5aUhJYlBOVHJ0bE1RYmF0T2llQT09
Meeting ID: 962 0204 2739
Passcode: 021517

Please Note: ou r secr etar y, Rebecca K aetzel, w ill be ou t of the office the next tw o
weeks, and will return March 15. Please bear that in mind when you call and email the church office
during regular office hours. Thank you.
Congregational Nominating Committee – The CNC for 2021 has begun meeting. They will
prayerfully consider nominations for Elders, Deacons, and Trustee for the class of 2024, and at-large
members of the congregation for next year’s CNC. If you have suggestions for the CNC to consider,
please reach out to members of the CNC with your ideas. The 2021 CNC is Kathy Donadio, Matthew
Henshaw, Jane Ishman, Henry Christie, and Stephanie Rossi.
IMPORTANT TAX NOTICE: To ensure the deductibility of your church contributions, do not
file your 2020 income tax return until you have accessed your on-line giving statement. If you need
the office to print a hard copy of your contribution statement, please call or email the church office.

MUSIC NOTES

from Miss Penny

Lenten Journey to the Cross
“I Come to the Cross”

Bill Blatstone, Bob Somma

“I come to the cross seeking mercy and grace.
I come to the cross where You died in my place.
Out of my weakness and into Your strength
Humbly I come to the cross.”
Our journey to the cross must include our coming to
the cross! We must come to the cross for the mercy and
grace that rids us of our guilt and shame.

I come to the cross
Seeking mercy and grace
I come to the cross
Where You died in my place
Out of my weakness
And into Your strength
Humbly I come to the cross
Your arms are open
You call me by name
You welcome this child
That was lost
You paid the price
For my guilt
And my shame
Jesus I come
Jesus I come
Jesus I come to the cross

“Your arms are open, You call me by name.
You welcome this child that was lost.
You paid the price for my guilt and my shame.
Jesus I come, Jesus I come,
Jesus I come to the cross.”
What a wonderful gift of love! Jesus is waiting at the
cross with His arms wide open to receive us! My journey to the cross will include “Coming to the cross” running!
May you come to the cross!
Stay safe and well! Please wear your mask and love like
Jesus!
Blessings, Penny

Are you available? Availability is a nou n m eaning the ability of being able to be
used or obtained. How available are you to do God's work? Most of us choose our availability by deciding if we want or don't want to do something. How is God using you to do his
work? James 2:24 to 26 says, "What good is it my brothers, if someone says he has faith but
does not have works? If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and one of you
says to them, "Go in peace and be warm and filled", without giving them things needed for the body,
what good is that? So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. But someone will say,
"You have faith and I have works. Show me your faith apart from your works and I will show you my
faith by my works. You can have the opportunity to feed the needy by offering to host a homeless
meal. Mission and Outreach encourages you to consider preparing and hosting a meal on the first
Saturday of each of these months. Ask a friend or neighbor to help. Galatians 5:25 says, "If we live
by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit." Call or email: Patsy White: 304 -725-8058, cell 304-671
4408 or pwhite724@gmail.com or Kathy Donadio: 703-704-9189 or feebler8@gmail.com.

Lenten Lessons
Lent is a time of preparation in anticipation of the Resurrection of Christ. Please consider sharing a verse or two and why this passage speaks to you. This is such a great
way to bless others.
Send your special verse(s) to Rebecca at the church office: rkaetzel@ctpres.org
Bread is taken for-granted in our culture because it is the basis for sustenance. We think of toast for
breakfast, sandwiches for lunch and a roll with dinner. In our prayer life we ask God for our daily
bread. As much as we focus on our own norms, there are cultures where bread is not the center of
sustenance. For the Christian, our center of sustenance is the bread of Life - Jesus. Pause this Lenten season and praise God for the true bread of Life. When you eat bread this Lenten season, remember that Christ is the real bread of life who satisfies our hunger.
John 6:35 I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes
in me will never be thirsty.
—Diane Mayhew

Virtual

How well do you know the officers of
CTPC

Here is your opportunity to get know some of the faces behind the scenes. Each week we will highlight an Elder or Deacon. Each person has been asked to list 5-10 things such as interests, personal
church journey such as denomination we were raised, favorite Bible scripture with short reason why
this is meaningful, and any other personal info that speaks of our personality. One of the “clues” will
not be true and the answer will be posted the following week.
Patsy White: False guess— originally wanted to be social worker.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Marsha Dibbern: Member since 1983/84
Favorite Bible verse: Proverbs 3: 5-6 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your
own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him and He will direct your path.”
This is a promise from God that He will not forsake me. If I am obedient and make Him Lord of my
life, he will show me the way—even though it likely won’t be the world’s way.

 I grew up in Pennsylvania.
 The beach is my happy place.
 I love horses and spent many delightful hours riding to the hounds in times
gone by.

 Favorite food: liver and onions
 A favorite pastime is gardening and working outside on the landscape.
 I am currently on the Session and chair the Discipleship and Family Ministry committee.
(One of these is false-not the Bible verse.)
JCCM Food Pantry needs. Any assistance would be greatly appreciated: ground beef, hot
dogs, plastic ware, shampoo, conditioner, body wash, 10-12oz coffee, 15oz powdered coffee creamer, 20-40oz laundry detergent/pods, 10-20oz dish soap, canned meats (spam,
ham, tuna, chicken), complete meals, Vienna sausage, tea bags, tuna packets, mac and
cheese cups, microwave meals, syrup, sticks of butter, jelly. Donations may be dropped off at JCCM
9am-Noon, Monday—Friday. Have a great week and God Bless, Diana

