
 

MUSINGS...                    by Pastor John Bethard 
April 2 — 

April 15, 2021 
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Easter 2021 

 

Last Easter, I spent half of my column for the Easter newsletter explaining 
when I came to faith, and how I spent my first Holy Week as a new Christian.  
It was a meaningful time full of rich worship experiences.  My goal was to 
show the contrast we were facing with the pandemic taking hold, that we 
were forced to worship virtually, a situation none of us wanted, but all of us 
had to face. 

 

I had hoped this Easter would be different, and yet here we are, facing the 
same situation.  The biggest difference this year is that we are having the    
annual Sunrise Service, which will be an outdoor, in-person event.  On Good 
Friday morning, we are participating in the ecumenical “CrossWalk,” during 
which the group gathered participates in a kind of “stations of the cross” as 
we walk through town remembering the suffering of Jesus. 

 

This Easter, we are once again celebrating virtually at CTPC.  I’m not going to 
spend any time here defending or explaining the session’s decision to wait 
until May to re-open in-person worship.  That information is in previous 
newsletters. 

 

I do, however, want to revisit what I wrote last year at the end of my           
column… 

 

“…it is vitally important to remember that the gospel of Jesus Christ is not 
about how many times we celebrate the Lord’s Supper, it’s not about which 
hymns we sing and when, it’s not about the Sunrise Service or the breakfast 
at church.  Those things are important ways in which we celebrate the day, 
but they are not the day itself.  We read these words in 1 John 4:9,10: 

 
  This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only 
 Son into the world that we might live through him. This is love: not 
 that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an     
 atoning sacrifice for our sins.” 

 

I know we would rather celebrate Christ’s resurrection in person.  We must 
remember, though, that even though we are limited to virtual worship this 
Easter, nothing about Christ’s resurrection changes for us.  That is the Good 
news:  God loves us, God saves us, and God offers us eternal life through his 
risen Son!  We may not be celebrating the way we want to, but we must       
absolutely celebrate, for this is the eternal gospel of God, the good news in 
which we place our hope! 

 

Happy Easter, 

 

Pastor John 

Please note: this weeks newsletter is for two-weeks. 

Blessings for a safe and Happy Easter! 



Celebrations this week 

April  Birthdays 

John Burns 

Liz Kursey 

Brooke Smith 

Stefffen Wells 

Anne Portrey 

Samantha Rutherford 

Jason Mullens 

Carol Kable 

Bob Tansill 

Laura Van Zomeren 

Charlotte Kisner 

Monica Pizzuti 

April  Anniversaries 

Russell & Debra Low 

Joe & Jamie Hardy 

Steve & Shannon Bossung 

          Sunday @ CTPC 

10:30am-Worship Celebration FaceBook  

For a complete listing of all of the 
church activities, please click here. 

Weekly Congregational    
Giving:  Needed to Meet     
Expenses Budget: $6,934 
Sunday’s Receipts for March 

28th $4,605; Special Offerings:  Blan-
kets/general fund—$100; Homeless dinner—
$130; Memorial—$200 
 
Checks can be mailed to:   
CTPC, PO Box 89, Charles Town, WV 25414      
             
For electronic  giving,  please 
scan here:    
 
Thank you!   

You can listen to Pastor Johns’  
sermon  here:  

https://soundcloud.com/john-bethard 

The Six-cents-a-meal offering, collected on 
the 4th Sunday each month, goes to the  Presby-
terian Hunger Program. To contribute to this of-
fering please note on memo line: hunger offering. 
Thank you.  

2021- Let's Journey  through the Bible Together! 
Congregational Bible Reading. In 2021, we will en-
deavor to read the  Bible together!  Using the plan 
provided in the link below, we will take advantage 
of a plan produced by Navigators, and organiza-
tion committed to deeper Christian discipleship.  
We encourage everyone to participate. 
https://www.navigators.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf  

These Days daily devotionals for 
March/April/May have arrived. If you’d like to 
stop by the church to pick up a copy, please 
call the church office prior to coming and Re-
becca will be glad to meet you at the door with 
a copy. Thank you. 

Holy Week Observances 
Good Friday Crosswalk, April 2, 10am 
              Community service walking through town.  Begins at Asbury UMC 
 
Easter Sunrise Service, April 4, 6:30am             
  Jefferson Memorial Park 
 
Easter Worship at CTPC, April 4 (virtual) 10:30am           
     
 
                The church office will be CLOSED on Easter Monday, April 5th.  

One Great Hour of Sharing 
Offering. The OGHS offer ing 
is used to assist  people in suffer-
ing and in need through Presby-

terian Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian Hun-
ger Program and the Self Development of People 
program.  To contribute to this offering please 
note on memo line: OGHS. Thank you.  

https://www.facebook.com/CharlesTownPresbyterian
mailto:ctpres@ctpres.org
https://www.paypal.com/us/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_flow&SESSION=RoyqxS6Sqfn-O5-1O-yfRSD7X5afGkKIufKE7V9Ncw5nPTXZHw7K3o9-jey&dispatch=5885d80a13c0db1f8e263663d3faee8da8649a435e198e44a05ba053bc68d12e
http://www.ctpres.org/events-calendar
https://soundcloud.com/john-bethard
https://www.navigators.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf
https://www.navigators.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf


 

CTPC Zoom Meetings  
this week 
 
 

The Faithweavers are studying Joshua. The Faithw eavers Zoom  class w ill be held from  
9:00 - 9:50 AM. Log into Zoom and join Meeting ID. 789 5479 7659 and Password 8ZFCtT.  For 
more information and a study book, contact Margaret Kursey at mkursey@gmail.com. 
 
The Children’s Zoom SS class . Good new s! There w ill now  be two Children ’s Zoom 
events on Sunday mornings  from 8:45-9:00 AM. Marsha Dibbern will meet with her class on the 
Zoom ID # 814 041 7243  password 565656 
 
Angie Lavallee will meet with her class at a new Zoom ID and password. Angie will send an invita-
tion by email to all the parents and grandparents of her students, so please be looking out for that 
link. 
 
The Yokefellows Sunday School Class m eets on ZOOM on Sundays.  A business m eet-
ing will be held from 8:45 am to 9:00 am at which time the class will offer prayers  for members, 
family and friends who are ill or otherwise in distress. At 9:00 am until 9:35 am a lesson will be 
taught from the Adult Bible Studies series. Anyone wishing to visit the Yokefellows Sunday School 
Class on ZOOM on April 4th should contact the following members at their email addresses to        
request a ZOOM “invite”: Gary Scott at his email address of gary3042795296@gmail.com or James 
Mackenzie at his email address of mackenzie48708@gmail.com. 
 
Wednesday Night Bible Study, April 12th, at 7:00pm .  
Topic: Charles Town Presbyterian Church Bible Study 
https://zoom.us/j/96202042739?pwd=ZWt5aUhJYlBOVHJ0bE1RYmF0T2llQT09  
Meeting ID: 962 0204 2739 
Passcode: 021517 

Congregational Nominating Committee – The CNC for 2021 has begun meeting. They will 
prayerfully consider nominations for Elders, Deacons, and Trustee for the class of 2024, and at-large 
members of the congregation for next year’s CNC.  If you have suggestions for the CNC to consider, 
please reach out to members of the CNC with your ideas.  The 2021 CNC is Kathy Donadio, Matthew 
Henshaw, Jane Ishman, Henry Christie, and Stephanie Rossi. 

READ Book Study News 
The Racial Equality and Discipleship group will be starting a new study in April.  
We will be reading and discussing Jerome Tisby’s How to Fight Racism: Coura-
geous Christianity and the Journey Toward Racial Justice.  Anyone interested in 
joining us for this study is welcome to get a copy of the book and join us on the 
dates below.  At least through May, the meetings will be through Zoom, and that 
information is included below.  Meetings are on the Saturdays noted below and 
begin at 10am. 
  For the meeting on… Read… 
  Saturday, April 24  Chapters 1-4 
  Saturday, May 22  Chapters 5-7 

           Saturday, June 26        Chapters 8-10 & Conclusion 
Zoom Info 

https://zoom.us/j/98451764248?pwd=SVUvT0svaWhsY1d0N3E2aUErc3FiZz09 
   Meeting ID: 984 5176 4248     Passcode: 254484 

mailto:mkursey@gmail.com
mailto:gary3042795296@gmail.com
mailto:mackenzie48708@gmail.com
https://zoom.us/j/96202042739?pwd=ZWt5aUhJYlBOVHJ0bE1RYmF0T2llQT09
https://zoom.us/j/98451764248?pwd=SVUvT0svaWhsY1d0N3E2aUErc3FiZz09
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Forgiveness….  a very hard thing to embrace.  Yet as Christians we are called to forgive just as Christ 
forgave. Our Faithweavers class is finished up a book on Forgiveness as our Lenten study.  We have 
received the ultimate forgiveness of our sins through Christ’s sacrifice on the cross. We find reflect-
ing on forgiveness during the Lenten season is so appropriate.  One point from our study that should 
be obvious but may not be is that New Testament teachings imply that forgiving others is imperative 
and necessary.  It is not optional.  Yet how often do we pick and choose forgiveness?  We may ques-
tion as to who to forgive, when we deem forgiveness to be in order or we justify our unforgiveness.  
These decisions on our part and they imply judgement, but God does not call us to judge.  Luke 6:37
- Do not judge, and you will not be judged: do not condemn, and you will not be condemned.  For-
give, and you will be forgiven.  Take time to pray for opportunities to forgive and allow the Holy 
Spirit to mediate this forgiveness.   

Someone in our class shared the following: 

Justice- we get what we deserved    

Mercy- we don’t get what we deserved 

Grace- We get what isn’t deserved.   

Accept God’s Grace and extend that grace of forgiveness to others!  Have a Blessed Easter!! 

—Diane Mayhew 

   Lenten Lessons 
Lent is a time of preparation in anticipation of the Resurrection of Christ. Please 
consider sharing a verse or two and why this passage speaks to you.  This is such a 
great way to bless others.  

Send your special verse(s)  to Rebecca at the church office: rkaetzel@ctpres.org 

Online giving helps you to 
bring your  offering before God. 
In addition to the   no-fee Face-

book donations and nominal fee Paypal  service, 
we set up  online giving  through the   Presbyterian 
Foundation.  Money  donated via any of these ser-
vices gets deposited to our church bank ac-
count. By going through the Foundation, 
the fee they charge actually helps the  mission of 
their organization, which is to help Presbyterian 
churches to be excellent stewards of their gifts and 
resources. The exciting part about working with 
the foundation is that we are able to use a mobile 
app that is connected to our account. The app is 
called Give Plus (created by Vanco) and you can 
find it at the Google Play Store if you have an an-
droid  device or you may find the app in the Apple 
app store by searching for “Give Plus.” The great 
part about the Give Plus app is that you can set up 
for weekly, monthly or one time  giving! If you 
have any questions, please contact the church  of-
fice. Thank you. 

If you already shop on Amazon, you NOW can 
have Amazon donate a portion of every       pur-
chase to CTPC! There's only ONE simple thing 
you need to do: just start shopping 
at smile.amazon.com and select Charles Town 
Presbyterian Church as your charity. Remem-
ber, always start at 
smile.amazon.com and Amazon will       do-
nate 0.5% of the price of your  eligible    Ama-
zonSmile purchases.  AmazonSmile    custom-
ers can now support Charles Town Presbyteri-
an Church in the Amazon shopping app on iOS 
and Android mobile phones! Simply follow 
these  instructions to turn on  AmazonSmile 
and start  generating donations.  
1. Open the Amazon Shopping app on your 
device 
2. Go to the main menu of the Amazon Shop-
ping app and tap into 'Settings' 
3. Tap 'AmazonSmile' and follow  the on-

screen instructions to complete the process. 

mailto:rkaetzel@ctpres.org
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=399PYZZ6S3U8T&K=1KQP05XSF17LB&M=urn:rtn:msg:202004211306084c8fe1516e2c49f79960ec8d0bf0p0na&R=1XN75JVRF5Q12&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_830720_211443310_smi_em_we2_l1_smi&H=LZ8D35ZAA1RRQVY6I4UKBUSP5NMA&ref
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=399PYZZ6S3U8T&K=1KQP05XSF17LB&M=urn:rtn:msg:202004211306084c8fe1516e2c49f79960ec8d0bf0p0na&R=1XN75JVRF5Q12&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_830720_211443310_smi_em_we2_l1_smi&H=LZ8D35ZAA1RRQVY6I4UKBUSP5NMA&ref


Virtual How well do you know the officers of 

              CTPC? 

Here is your opportunity to get know some of the faces behind the scenes.  Each week we will high-
light an Elder or Deacon.  Each person has been asked to list 5-10 things such as interests, personal 
church journey such as denomination we were raised, favorite Bible scripture with short reason why 
this is meaningful, and any other personal info that speaks of our personality.  One of the “clues” will 
not be true and the answer will be posted the following week.   
 
Brooks Kursey: False guess— Favorite color is not green.  
 
Anne Portrey: False guess-- Has not sailed the Inside Passage to Alaska 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

My favorite Bible verse: Psalm 46:10 

 “Be still and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.” 

This verse reminds me.to be patient and trust the Lord with all my heart.  It reminds me to stop 
stressing and trying to do things on my own… The Lord is my refuge and my strength. 

The success of every woman should be the inspiration to another.  We should raise each other up.  
Make sure you’re very courageous:  be strong, be extremely kind, and above all 
be humble.                          -Serena Williams 

 I am a math geek 

 I love to bike—mostly the pedal type now 

 I love to go on cruises 

 I am learning American Sign Language 

 I enjoy trying new recipes (a necessity with Covid)  

—Kathy Donadio 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
I have been a Presbyterian most of my life. I joined CTPC in 2005.  I am a soprano in the choir, 
member of Worship and Music committee and serving as an Elder of the session. 
 
Bible verse:   Romans12:9 
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what  is good. 
 
 I have meet presidents, the Queen, and movie stars. 
 I have lived by Revolutionary war and Civil war battlefields. 
 I played volleyball in High School. 
 I have lived in four states. 
 I danced the Nutcracker with the New York City Ballet, the only year that  
      Baryshnikov danced with them. 
 
—-Beth Pugh 



 
 
 
 
 
 





Are you available? Availability is a noun m eaning the ability of being able to be 
used or obtained. How available are you to do God's work? Most of us choose our availabil-
ity by deciding if we want or don't want to do something. How is God using you to do his 
work? James 2:24 to 26 says, "What good is it my brothers, if someone says he has faith but 

does not have works? If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and one of you 
says to them, "Go in peace and be warm and filled", without giving them things needed for the body, 
what good is that? So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. But someone will say, 
"You have faith and I have works. Show me your faith apart from your works and I will show you my 
faith by my works. You can have the opportunity to feed the needy by offering to host a homeless 
meal. Mission and Outreach encourages you to consider preparing and hosting a meal on the first 
Saturday of each of these months. Ask a friend or neighbor to help. Galatians 5:25 says, "If we live 
by the  Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit." Call or email: Patsy White: 304 -725-8058, cell 304-671 
4408 or pwhite724@gmail.com or Kathy Donadio:  703-704-9189 or      feebler8@gmail.com. 

JCCM Food Pantry needs. Any assistance would be greatly appreciated: bottled water, 
ground beef, paper towels, 10-12oz coffee, 15oz powdered coffee creamer, 20-40oz laun-
dry detergent/pods, 10-20oz dish soap, canned meats (spam, ham, etc), complete meals, 
tuna packets, microwave meals. Donations may be dropped off at JCCM 9am-Noon, 

Monday—Friday. Have a great week and God Bless, Diana Carpenter, Volunteer JCCM 

 

mailto:Pwhite724@gmail.com
mailto:feebler8@gmail.com

