
 

MUSINGS...                    by Pastor John Bethard 
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Many years ago, I thought I was going into the film and video business.  I 
wanted to be a cinematographer, the person who designs the lighting and 
camera placement to meet the director’s vision.  I spent my high school years 
in the school media program, I made films during my summer break, and I 
majored in film and video production at Penn State (and that probably       
explains why I watch so many films and use them as sermon illustrations). 
 
An aspect of filmmaking that was quite vexing at times was the whole “hurry 
up and wait” part of production.  Like any industry, time is money, so the 
whole set up of everything from sound to lights, to costumes, had a kind of 
hurriedness to it.  Then suddenly, things would come to a grinding halt.  
Equipment problems.  An unhappy director.  Waiting for the fading daylight 
to be exactly right for a particular shot. 
 
We seem to be at a “hurry up and wait” aspect of the pandemic.  An unbeliev-
able amount of people has had at least one vaccine, and many people are    
fully vaccinated. Getting to this moment felt kind of frenetic, like we were 
racing toward something.  And yet, we still must keep socially distant and 
wear masks.  The virus is still out there, and many people are still vulnerable.  
Hurry up and wait. 
 
I am so thankful that God is not in the business of hurry up and wait. God 
has all of eternity to perfect us, and God will take as long as God will take.  
The impatience we feel, whether it is related to the pandemic, waiting in line, 
shopping online and then watching for the delivery – that is causally related 
to our natural life, our mortality.  We feel time passing, and we all have a 
mental picture for how things should go.  When we have to wait, for any    
reason, it creates an impatience in us, especially if the wait is for something 
we don’t like or don’t understand.  
 
We do well to remember what Peter wrote in his second letter, in 2 Peter 
3:8,9: 
 
But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a 
thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. The Lord is not slow 
in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead, he is          
patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 
repentance. 
 
No matter what we are doing – fighting a pandemic, making a film, buying 
groceries – we must fix our eyes on Jesus who is not bound by time, but is 
the same yesterday, today, and forever.  Doing so will give us the faith to   
carry on, and we all need that. 
 
Blessings, 
 
 
Pastor John 



Celebrations this week 

April  Birthdays 

Karen Christie 

April  Anniversaries 

Jason & Terri Mullens 

David & Laura Van Vuuren 

Wayne & Mona Thompson 

Shawn & Tracey Pitcock 

Daryl & Barbara Hennessy 

 

          Sunday @ CTPC 

10:30am-Worship Celebration FaceBook  

For a complete listing of all of the 
church activities, please click here. 

Weekly Congregational Giving:  
Needed to Meet Expenses Budget: 
$6,934 

Sunday’s Receipts for April 4th: $5,358; Spe-
cial Offerings:     Sunday School-$25; Help 
Fund—$50; Hunger—$50; Memorial—$50; 
OGHS—$100; On-Line Giving—$700; April 
11th: $2,090; Special Offerings: Help Fund—
$80; Hunger—$10; Initial—$3; Memorial—
$100; OGHS—$35 
 
Checks can be mailed to:   
CTPC, PO Box 89, Charles Town, 
WV 25414          
For electronic  giving,  please 
scan here:    
Thank you!   

You can listen to Pastor Johns’  
sermon  here:  

https://soundcloud.com/john-bethard 

The Six-cents-a-meal offering, collected on 
the 4th Sunday each month, goes to the  Presbyter-
ian Hunger Program. To contribute to this     offer-
ing please note on memo line: hunger offering. 
Thank you.  

2021- Let's Journey  through the Bible Together! 
Congregational Bible Reading. In 2021, we will en-
deavor to read the  Bible together!  Using the plan 
provided in the link below, we will take advantage 
of a plan produced by Navigators, and organization 
committed to deeper Christian discipleship.  We 
encourage everyone to participate. 
https://www.navigators.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf  

Please Note: in order to 
protect those whose names 
are listed in the celebra-
tions, we do NOT list the 
actual dates. Those dates 
may be found in the on-
line church     directory. 

Online giving helps you to bring 
your  offering before God. In ad-
dition to the   no-fee Facebook 
donations and nominal fee Pay-

pal  service, we set up  online giving  through the   
Presbyterian Foundation.  Money  donated via any 
of these services gets deposited to our 
church bank account. By going through the 
Foundation, the fee they charge actually helps the  
mission of their organization, which is to help 
Presbyterian churches to be excellent stewards of 
their gifts and resources. The exciting part about 
working with the foundation is that we are able to 
use a mobile app that is connected to our account. 
The app is called Give Plus (created by Vanco) and 
you can find it at the Google Play Store if you have 
an android  device or you may find the app in the 
Apple app store by searching for “Give Plus.” The 
great part about the Give Plus app is that you can 
set up for weekly, monthly or one time  giving! If 
you have any questions, please contact the church  
office. Thank you. 

If you already shop on Amazon, you NOW can 
have Amazon donate a portion of every       
purchase to CTPC! There's only ONE simple 
thing you need to do: just start shopping 
at smile.amazon.com and select Charles Town 
Presbyterian Church as your charity. Remem-
ber, always start at 
smile.amazon.com and Amazon will donate 
0.5% of the price of your  eligible Ama-
zonSmile purchases.  AmazonSmile    custom-
ers can now support Charles Town Presbyteri-
an Church in the Amazon shopping app on iOS 
and Android mobile phones! Simply follow 
these  instructions to turn on  AmazonSmile 
and start  generating donations.  
1. Open the Amazon Shopping app on your 
device 
2. Go to the main menu of the Amazon Shop-
ping app and tap into 'Settings' 
3. Tap 'AmazonSmile' and follow  the on-

screen instructions to complete the pro-
cess. 

https://www.facebook.com/CharlesTownPresbyterian
mailto:ctpres@ctpres.org
https://www.paypal.com/us/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_flow&SESSION=RoyqxS6Sqfn-O5-1O-yfRSD7X5afGkKIufKE7V9Ncw5nPTXZHw7K3o9-jey&dispatch=5885d80a13c0db1f8e263663d3faee8da8649a435e198e44a05ba053bc68d12e
http://www.ctpres.org/events-calendar
https://soundcloud.com/john-bethard
https://www.navigators.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf
https://www.navigators.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=399PYZZ6S3U8T&K=1KQP05XSF17LB&M=urn:rtn:msg:202004211306084c8fe1516e2c49f79960ec8d0bf0p0na&R=1XN75JVRF5Q12&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_830720_211443310_smi_em_we2_l1_smi&H=LZ8D35ZAA1RRQVY6I4UKBUSP5NMA&ref
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=399PYZZ6S3U8T&K=1KQP05XSF17LB&M=urn:rtn:msg:202004211306084c8fe1516e2c49f79960ec8d0bf0p0na&R=1XN75JVRF5Q12&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_830720_211443310_smi_em_we2_l1_smi&H=LZ8D35ZAA1RRQVY6I4UKBUSP5NMA&ref


 

CTPC Zoom Meetings  
this week 

The Faithweavers are studying Joshua. The Faithw eavers Zoom  class w ill be held from  
9:00 - 9:50 AM. Log into Zoom and join Meeting ID. 789 5479 7659 and Password 8ZFCtT.  For 
more information and a study book, contact Margaret Kursey at mkursey@gmail.com. 
 
The Children’s Zoom SS class . Good new s! There w ill now  be two Children ’s Zoom 
events on Sunday mornings  from 8:45-9:00 AM. Marsha Dibbern will meet with her class on the 
Zoom ID # 814 041 7243  password 565656 
 
Angie Lavallee will meet with her class at a new Zoom ID and password. Angie will send an invita-
tion by email to all the parents and grandparents of her students, so please be looking out for that 
link. 
 
The Yokefellows Sunday School Class w ill m eet this Sunday, April 18 th at 8:45 am on 
ZOOM with a business meeting from 8:45 am to 9:00 am  at which time prayers will be offered for 
members,    family and friends who are ill or otherwise in distress. A lesson will be taught from the 
Adult Bible Studies  series from 9:00 am to 9:35 am. Any person wishing to visit the Yokefellows 
Sunday School Class this Sunday, April 18th on ZOOM should contact the following members by 
email to receive  a ZOOM “invite”: Gary Scott at his email address: gary3042795296@gmail.com or 
James Mackenzie at his email address: mackenzie48708@gmail.com   

 
Session Meeting, Tuesday, April 20th, 7:00pm  
Topic: CTPC Session Meeting 
Time: This is a recurring meeting Meet anytime 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/91075223945?pwd=UXd3ejJOeks4K3VuQnY0bjdZSzRUQT09 
Meeting ID: 910 7522 3945 
Passcode: Elder 
 
Wednesday Night Bible Study, April 21st, at 7:00pm .  
Topic: Charles Town Presbyterian Church Bible Study 
https://zoom.us/j/96202042739?pwd=ZWt5aUhJYlBOVHJ0bE1RYmF0T2llQT09  
Meeting ID: 962 0204 2739 
Passcode: 021517 

READ Book Study News 
The Racial Equality and Discipleship group will be starting a new study in April.  We 
will be reading and discussing Jerome Tisby’s How to Fight Racism: Courageous 
Christianity and the Journey Toward Racial Justice.  Anyone interested in joining 
us for this study is welcome to get a copy of the book and join us on the dates below.  
At least through May, the meetings will be through Zoom, and that information is in-
cluded below.  Meetings are on the Saturdays noted below and begin at 10am. 
  For the meeting on… Read… 
  Saturday, April 24  Chapters 1-4 

      Saturday, May 22   Chapters 5-7 
      Saturday, June 26              Chapters 8-10 & Conclusion 

  Zoom Info 
https://zoom.us/j/98451764248?pwd=SVUvT0svaWhsY1d0N3E2aUErc3FiZz09 

   Meeting ID: 984 5176 4248     Passcode: 254484 

mailto:mkursey@gmail.com
mailto:gary3042795296@gmail.com
mailto:mackenzie48708@gmail.com
https://zoom.us/j/91075223945?pwd=UXd3ejJOeks4K3VuQnY0bjdZSzRUQT09
https://zoom.us/j/96202042739?pwd=ZWt5aUhJYlBOVHJ0bE1RYmF0T2llQT09
https://zoom.us/j/98451764248?pwd=SVUvT0svaWhsY1d0N3E2aUErc3FiZz09


                                 MUSIC NOTES   from Miss Penny 

Attitude of Gratitude!  

                                                              Music Ministry   

I love this scripture verse! Everyone with a steadfast heart has a place in music ministry. God 
doesn’t care if you can read music, sing perfect pitch, play an instrument well, and neither do I! 
With a steadfast heart you can sing and make music with all your soul. 

In the upcoming weeks we will be exploring ways that we can slowly, safely and in small groups sing 
and make music with all our soul! 

 

Psalm 40:3                                       “He put a new song in my mouth,                                                          
     a hymn of praise to our God.                                         
     Many will see and hear the Lord                                                             
     and put their trust in Him.” 

 

May the Lord put a new song in your heart! 

Stay safe & well! Please wear a mask and love like Jesus! 

Penny 



 

NOTES: 
 
 

 
It is apparent that life is slowly returning to a type of normal.  At least we are hopeful of this.  Covid 
numbers remain higher than we would like, yet vaccinations are more readily available and provide 
a sense of anticipation for the future.  We all find it hard to just allow life to take its own course with 
God hopefully at the helm.  We tend to have the desire want to “fix it”- or at least that is my mentali-
ty.  I am finishing up my read through the Bible and the grouping of Scriptures I am reading is titled 
Restoration.  We probably feel like we crave restoration right now and want to “fix it”.  Nehemiah is 
one of the books in this grouping.  Even though we meet Nehemiah early in the Old Testament, it is 
historically last on the timeline of happenings in OT writings.  Nehemiah orchestrates the rebuilding 
of the wall around Jerusalem. Nehemiah brings the people together in a spirit of restoration.   My 
commentary brought up two related points that can speak to us as we crave restoration.  Once the 
temple was rebuilt, the Israelites first gave thanks to God and secondly offered tithes.  So, whether it 
is coming out of the ravages of Covid or receiving a blessing in the form of a monetary gift (such as 
we just received from the Bush legacy), we need to remember what the appropriate response should 
be: First GIVE THANKS and secondly GIVE BACK a portion of the blessing.  As we see Covid lifting 
as we crave restoration, we are certainly joyful and thankful, but we must also pray and contemplate 
on how to give back.  What will be our stewardship response?   Being the hands and feet of Christ 
requires careful consideration from both the financial and action commitment.  We are blessed- 
Praise God!! 
 
—Diane Mayhew, Stewardship & Vision Committee 

Dear CTPC Family, 
 
Thank you for the many 
thoughtful cards, phone calls, 
and texts following my recent 

surgery. Your caring words and faithful     
prayers have truly cheered me daily. I am so 
thankful to be part of such an amazing congre-
gation!  God bless you all. 
 
In His Love, 
Laura Van Zomeren 

Attention Graduates: 
We would like to honor your 
achievements.  If you have a 
graduate in your family or 
know of any graduates (high 
school or college) in our 
church family, please call 

(304-725-5316) or email (ctpres@ctpres.org) their 
name, high school or college, and  future plans to 
the church office by Monday, May 17th.   

Congregational Nominating Committee 
– The CNC for 2021 has begun meeting. They 
will prayerfully consider nominations for       
Elders, Deacons, and Trustee for the class of 
2024, and at-large members of the congrega-
tion for next year’s CNC.  If you have sugges-
tions for the CNC to consider, please reach out 
to members of the CNC with your ideas.  The 
2021 CNC is Kathy Donadio, Matthew         
Henshaw, Jane Ishman, Henry Christie, and 
Stephanie Rossi. 



Virtual How well do you know the officers of 

              CTPC? 

Here is your opportunity to get know some of the faces behind the scenes.  Each week we will high-
light an Elder or Deacon.  Each person has been asked to list 5-10 things such as interests, personal 
church journey such as denomination we were raised, favorite Bible scripture with short reason why 
this is meaningful, and any other personal info that speaks of our personality.  One of the “clues” will 
not be true and the answer will be posted the following week.   
 
Kathy Donadio: False guess—  
 
Beth Pugh: False guess-- I did not play volleyball in High School. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Bible verse—Ephesians 2:8&9 
For it is by grace you have been saved through faith and this is not from yourselves it is the gift of 
God not by works so that no one can boast. 
 
Charles Town Presbyterian Church has always been my church. I have a lot of very good memories 
of being a part of this church even as far back as being in children's choir and currently serving as 
deacon.  This church has always felt like home to me. 
 
 I have 4 dogs 
 I enjoy yard work 
 I worked at BCT for 42 years 
 I like to listen to Oldies music 
 I enjoy cooking 
 
—Judy Edwards 
 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
One of my favorite scriptures: Romans 8:38-39.  For I am convinced that neither death nor life,  
neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 
These verses are a strong reminder of God’s love, his commitment and faithfulness to us – under 
any and all circumstances.  
 
I have attended CTPC since 2004 and been a member of the Fellowship Team, served as a Deacon, 
Elder and participated in several of the handbell choirs. 
 
I was born in Kentucky but also lived in these states:  Georgia, Alabama,  
     Florida, Ohio and in West Virginia since 2004. 
I enjoy going on walks. 
I am a vegetarian. 
I love music, scrapbooking (when there is time) and baking.   
 
—Lazan Rogers 



 
 
 



Are you available? Availability is a noun m ean-
ing the ability of being able to be used or obtained. 
How available are you to do God's work? Most of us 
choose our availability by deciding if we want or don't 
want to do something. How is God using you to do his 
work? James 2:24 to 26 says, "What good is it my 

brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? If 
a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and 
one of you says to them, "Go in peace and be warm and filled", 
without giving them things needed for the body, what good is that? 
So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. But some-
one will say, "You have faith and I have works. Show me your faith 
apart from your works and I will show you my faith by my works. 
You can have the opportunity to feed the needy by offering to host 
a homeless meal. Mission and Outreach encourages you to consid-
er preparing and hosting a meal on the first Saturday of each of 
these months. Ask a friend or neighbor to help. Galatians 5:25 
says, "If we live by the  Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit." Call or 
email: Patsy White: 304 -725-8058, cell 304-671 4408 or 
pwhite724@gmail.com or Kathy Donadio:  703-704-9189 or      
feebler8@gmail.com. 

JCCM Food 
Pantry needs. 
Any assistance 
would be greatly 
appreciated: 

bottled water, ground beef,  
paper towels, 10-12oz coffee, 
15oz powdered coffee creamer, 
canned meats (spam, ham, 
chicken), complete meals, tuna 
packets, mac & cheese cups, 
microwave meals. Donations 
may be dropped off at JCCM 
9am-Noon, Monday—Friday.  

Have a great week and God 
Bless,  

Diana Carpenter,                           
Volunteer JCCM 

 

mailto:Pwhite724@gmail.com
mailto:feebler8@gmail.com

