by Pastor John Bethard

This past week has been very interesting for me. On Wednesday, the trial of
Derek Chauvin handed down their verdict. The obvious race component of
that trial caused me to reflect on my journey with racial issues, which began
two years ago. As I was preparing for my second sabbatical, a friend of mine
encouraged me to read, Woke Church. As I read it, I was convicted of my
stubbornness to not read a book that was being read widely by the Shenandoah Presbytery Waking Up White. As is typical when learning about a
topic, one book led to another, which led to another. My research helped me
realize I was woefully ignorant of prejudices and racist attitudes I had
instinctively embraced and were a far cry from what our Lord Jesus meant
when he told his followers to love their neighbors. I was surprised and somewhat angered to learn that huge parts of the history I learned in school were
glossed over. For example, I had no idea how sinister Jim Crow laws really
were; how strong a reaction our nation had to Brown v. Board of Education.
I never learned about the Tulsa riots or Juneteenth. Most importantly, I
realized there is still a race problem in our world, and I was part of the problem. I had convinced myself to turn away from that issue and focus on Jesus,
but what I was really doing was dressing up my own ignorance in spiritual
platitudes.
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I came back from sabbatical knowing two things: First, I wanted to do something about this, and second, that it would be hard, given the emotional and
divisive nature of the problem. Just before the pandemic, I launched a group
to study Waking Up White. The pandemic and the difficult nature of the
material whittled the group down to a handful of people. That group has
remained faithful, wrestling with our own prejudices and attitudes. It has
been hard work. The group even has a name now, R.E.A.D. (Racial Equity
and Discipleship). The goal of the group is to learn about and figure out
what these race issues mean in light of faithfulness to Christ. This Saturday,
the READ group is beginning a new discussion, looking over the first section
of Jerome Tisby’s How to Fight Racism: Courageous Christianity and the
Journey Toward Racial Justice. This Christian book takes a sensitive and
practical look at how Christians can respond to these important issues.
Anyone curious about these issues is welcome to join us Saturday at 10am
(the Zoom info is in this newsletter).
I completely understand that this is not easy, and that most of us would
rather not deal with race. It is soul-crushing to realize that something that
shaped us might be wrong or even harmful. No one wants to deal with that.
And yet, in this fragile moment in our country, Christians are in a special
place from which to approach this. Laws, verdicts, curricula – they are good
steps, but they do not change people. Only the Spirit of God can do that. The
Church of Jesus Christ has a unique opportunity to lead the way toward
genuine reconciliation, for the gospel of Christ has the power not only to
reconcile us to God, but to bring healing and genuine fellowship that can
only come from God. So for now, I will continue to try and balance what it
means as a pastor to wrestle with a new way of understanding a particular
issue while pointing people to Jesus. For this, I humbly ask for your prayers.
-Pastor John

Celebrations this week
April Birthdays

April Anniversaries

Deborah Huntoon-Gregory John & Bethany Hollida
Judy Edwards
John Mayhew

Please Note: in order to
protect those whose names
are listed in the celebrations, we do NOT list the
actual dates. Those dates
may be found in the online church directory.

Sunday @ CTPC
10:30am-Worship Celebration FaceBook

For a complete listing of all of the
church activities, please click here.

You can listen to Pastor Johns’
sermon here:
https://soundcloud.com/john-bethard

In-Person Worship Information
No Advance Sign Ups. Even ju st a few m onths ago, this w ou ld have been a necessar y
step, but as more and more people get vaccinated, we feel that signing up to come to worship isn’t
necessary.
Masks are still required. For the sam e r easons w e still w ear m asks ou tside o u r
homes, we expect all those worshiping to wear masks in the building.
No singing…yet. The vir u s is still ou t ther e, and it is spr ead via aer osol, m eaning the
water droplets that come from our noses, mouths, etc. Even with masks, singing remains a spreader
activity. For now, we encourage attendees to speak the words of the songs and hymns we sing. The
first moment we can sing without fear of spread, sing we shall! So hang in there, that time is hopefully coming soon!
Seating and social distancing. W e ar e not blocking off pew s, nor ar e w e telling people
where they can sit or with whom. By now, we should all know how social distancing works. We do
ask that worshipers sit at least every other pew. When we serve communion, we will be bringing the
bread and the cup to each person, not passing it down the pew. We need will access by way of the
pew in front.
Offering. W e w ill h ave offer ing plates available at the door s, and w e ask that ever yo ne
drop their gifts into the plates as they enter. This is to limit contact.
Virtual worship will still stream. W e w ill continu e to str eam w or ship ser vices live
over Facebook. If you don’t feel well or don’t yet feel safe, worship with us virtually!
Like we said in the fall, when we last attempted to open, this is a fluid situation. Please be patient.
As we are able, we will relax these guidelines, and work our way toward a more familiar experience.
Until such a time, we all must patiently work together.
Special note about May 9. Over the past thir teen m onths, sever al chu r ch m em bers
have gone on to glory, and many of their families were not able to have traditional funerals. During
our first in-person worship service, we will have a moment during the service to remember the
departed. We hope you can join us.

CTPC Zoom Meetings
this week
(The Zoom meetings below are always the same info)
READ (Racial Equity and Discipleship), Satu r day, Apr il 24th, 10am
Topic: READ Book Study
Time: Saturday, 10am
https://zoom.us/j/98451764248?pwd=SVUvT0svaWhsY1d0N3E2aUErc3FiZz09
Meeting ID: 984 5176 4248
Passcode: 254484
The Faithweavers a r e stu dying Joshu a. The Faithw eaver s Zoom class w ill be held
from 9:00 - 9:50 AM. Log into Zoom and join Meeting ID. 789 5479 7659 and Password
8ZFCtT. For more information and a study book, contact Margaret Kursey at mkursey@gmail.com.

The Children’s Zoom SS class m eets on Su nday m or nings fr om 8:45 -9:00 AM. Marsha
Dibbern will meet with her class on the Zoom ID # 814 041 7243 password 565656
Angie Lavallee meets with her Children’s SS class on Zoom from 8:45-9:00AM.
The Yokefellows Su nday School Class w ill m eet on ZOOM on Su nday, Apr il 25 th and
May 2nd. The class will begin at 8:45am with a business meeting at which time prayers will be offered for members, family and friends who are ill or otherwise in distress. At 9:00am to 9:35am a
lesson will be taught from the Adult Bibles Studies series, with Mike Thompson teaching the lesson
for both Sunday, April 25th and May 2nd. Any person wishing to visit the Yokefellows Sunday School
Class on ZOOM should contact the following members by email to receive a ZOOM “invite”: Gary
Scott at his email address: gary3042795296@gmail.com or James Mackenzie at his email address:
mackenzie48708@gmail.com

Worship and Music Committee, Monday, Apr il 26th, 7:00pm
Topic: Worship and Music Committee
Time: Monday, 7pm
https://zoom.us/j/91579463324?pwd=dmdUWmJzN3JTc05DQThGNmFPdVBpZz09
Meeting ID: 915 7946 3324
Passcode: 551722

MUSIC NOTES

from Miss Penny

Attitude of Gratitude!
Music Ministry
New Beginnings—Week 1

The Season of new beginnings is upon us! Our music ministry is not looking back to where we were,
but rather, to where we are going!
One thing we can safely do now is ring handbells. If you’ve ever thought about giving handbells a
try, now’s your chance. No musical ability required! We will be working in small groups of 4 to 5
people.
If you are interested in a small group, please take a moment to answer the following:
Name: _________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________
Phone: _________________________________________
Email: _________________________________________
I have never rung handbells
I can read music
I can practice in the afternoon
I prefer evening practice

Yes______
Yes______
Yes______
Yes______

No______
No______
No______
No______

Please return to the church office: PO Box 89, Charles Town, WV 25414 / ctpres@ctpres.org
0r to Penny Liston: 37 Triangle Farm Lane, Summit Point, WV 25446 / penfvfarm@aol.com.
Stay safe & well! Please wear a mask and love like Jesus!
Penny

Session News
At the April 20 stated meeting of the session, the elders took the following actions:


Heard a report from the trustees about the church’s investments with Wells Fargo.



Accepted the minutes of the March meeting as amended.



Reviewed the first quarter financial report.



Unanimously approved a motion to allow committees, rehearsals, and outside groups to resume
in-person use of the building beginning the week of June 7. Masks and social distancing will be
expected by all who use the building.



Approved by acclamation, that Marsha Dibbern serve as the elder commissioner from CTPC at
the May presbytery meeting.

NOTES:
I really did not have an inspiration for this week’s column, but God is in control and is never late as
they say. He is always on time. After our session meeting this week, I realized that this is a great
opportunity to PRAISE God for such a great church family that has supported the church financially,
especially during these crazy times called Covid. Our first quarter report shows that our envelope
giving is above what was projected. PRAISE GOD! Granted, it is short of budgetary needs, but we
are inching closer to sustaining our ministries through regular giving. When we commit financially
to our church, it enables us to reach beyond our doors to God’s mission field, whether that be locally
or beyond. We are blessed and it is uplifting to see us share those blessings with others. Generous
giving and faithful stewardship create an opportunity for us to enjoy God’s blessing and delight.
Thank you from the stewardship committee for your faithfulness.
—Diane Mayhew, Stewardship & Vision Committee
Note: This Saturday, I am hosting a yard sale and tithing a percentage of the proceeds to the church.
Come out, even if it is for fellowship.
Congregational Nominating Committee
– The CNC for 2021 has begun meeting. They
will prayerfully consider nominations for
Elders, Deacons, and Trustee for the class of
2024, and at-large members of the congregation for next year’s CNC. If you have suggestions for the CNC to consider, please reach out
to members of the CNC with your ideas. The
2021 CNC is Kathy Donadio, Matthew
Henshaw, Jane Ishman, Henry Christie, and
Stephanie Rossi.

Attention
Graduates:
We would like to honor your
achievements. If you have a
graduate in your family or
know of any graduates (high
school or college) in our
church family, please call (304-725-5316) or email
(ctpres@ctpres.org) their name, high school or
college, and future plans to the church office by
Monday, May 17th.

READ Book Study News
The Racial Equality and Discipleship group will be starting a new study in April.
We will be reading and discussing Jerome Tisby’s How to Fight Racism: Courageous Christianity and the Journey Toward Racial Justice. Anyone interested in
joining us for this study is welcome to get a copy of the book and join us on the
dates below. At least through May, the meetings will be through Zoom, and that
information is included below. Meetings are on the Saturdays noted below and
begin at 10am.
For the meeting on… Read…
Saturday, April 24
Chapters 1-4
Saturday, May 22
Chapters 5-7
Saturday, June 26
Chapters 8-10 & Conclusion
Zoom Info:
https://zoom.us/j/98451764248?pwd=SVUvT0svaWhsY1d0N3E2aUErc3FiZz09
Meeting ID: 984 5176 4248
Passcode: 254484

Virtual

How well do you know the officers of

CTPC?

Here is your opportunity to get know some of the faces behind the scenes. Each week we will highlight an Elder or Deacon. Each person has been asked to list 5-10 things such as interests, personal
church journey such as denomination we were raised, favorite Bible scripture with short reason why
this is meaningful, and any other personal info that speaks of our personality. One of the “clues” will
not be true and the answer will be posted the following week.
Judy Edwards: False guess— Does not enjoy cooking.
Lazan Rogers: False guess-- I am not a vegetarian.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Joined Charles Town Presbyterian in 2015 after moving to the area from Tyson Corner/Vienna,
Virginia.
My favorite Bible verses are many depending on my need at the moment. The Lord Bless You and
Keep You; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. Numbers 6: 24
-26. This is also an anthem that the choir I was in before sang as a benediction. It comes to me while I am out walking. It gives me peace.






I was working as an active Registered Nurse for 57 years
I have been in all 50 states
I was in the middle of a narrow train tunnel and a train was coming
I love to crochet blankets
I love working outside in my flowers and garden

—Kathy Shue
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Favorite Bible verse: John:14 1-21 Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, trust in me
also. In my fathers house there are many rooms, if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going
there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take
you to be with me that you may also be where I am. You know the way to the place where I am going.
Why Is it my favorite. I think Christ was speaking metaphorically in that we
are not the only game in town ……








I have met President Biden, I have met President Carter, I have met President Clinton, I have met Hillary Clinton, and I have met Senator Byrd.
AND Richard Dreyfuss.
I have an Aunt named Bubbles in Canada
I was at the 2004 World series in Boston
I was once a government contractor
I once sang in a band.
My Great Grandfather fought in the Civil war.

—Frank Donadio

Weekly Congregational Giving:
Needed to Meet Expenses Budget:
$6,934
Sunday’s Receipts for April 18th:
$2,620; Special Offerings: Memorial—$50;
OGHS--$40.
Checks can be mailed to:
CTPC, PO Box 89, Charles Town, WV 25414
For electronic giving, please
scan here:
Thank you!

Online giving helps you to
bring your
offering before
God. In addition to the no-fee
Facebook donations and nominal fee Paypal service, we set up online giving through the Presbyterian Foundation. Money donated via any of
these services gets deposited to our church
bank account. B y going thr ou gh the Fou ndation, the fee they charge actually helps the mission of their organization, which is to help Presbyterian churches to be excellent stewards of their
gifts and resources. The exciting part about working with the foundation is that we are able to use a
mobile app that is connected to our account. The
app is called Give Plus (created by Vanco) and you
can find it at the Google Play Store if you have an
android device or you may find the app in the Apple app store by searching for “Give Plus.” The
great part about the Give Plus app is that you can
set up for weekly, monthly or one time giving! If
you have any questions, please contact the church
office. Thank you.
Pentecost
Offering,
Sunday May 23rd. Giving to
the Pentecost Offering is
investing in our greatest
resource, our youth and our
children.
The
Pentecost
Offering makes it possible for
the church to encourage,
develop, and support its young people and
address the needs of at-risk children. 40% of this
offering stays in our local community and will be
designated for Jefferson County Community
Ministries. The other 60% will help support:
young adult volunteer programs, ministries for
youth, and child advocacy. Please note in memo
line: Pentecost. Thank you.

The Six-cents-a-meal offering, co llected
on the 4th Sunday each month, goes to the
Presbyterian Hunger Program. To contribute to
this offering please note on memo line: hunger offering. Thank you.
2021- Let's Journey through the Bible Together! Congregational Bible Reading. In 2021, we
will endeavor to read the Bible together! Using
the plan provided in the link below, we will take
advantage of a plan produced by Navigators,
and organization committed to deeper Christian discipleship. We encourage everyone to
participate.
https://www.navigators.org/wpcontent/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf
If you already shop on Amazon, you NOW can
have Amazon donate a portion of every
purchase to CTPC! There's only ONE simple thing
you need to do: just start shopping
at smile.amazon.com and select Charles Town
Presbyterian Church as your charity.
Remember,
always
start
at
smile.amazon.com and Amazon will donate
0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile
purchases. AmazonSmile customers can now
support Charles Town Presbyterian Church in
the Amazon shopping app on iOS and Android
mobile phones! Simply follow these instructions to turn on AmazonSmile and start generating donations.
1. Open the Amazon Shopping app on your
device
2. Go to the main menu of the Amazon Shopping app and tap into 'Settings'
3. Tap 'AmazonSmile' and follow
the
on-screen instructions to complete the process.
JCCM Food Pantry needs. Any
assistance would be greatly
appreciated:
bottled
water,
ground beef, hot dogs, paper
towels, instant coffee, canned
meats (spam, ham, tuna, chicken), tuna packets, mac and cheese cups. Donations may be
dropped off at JCCM 9am-Noon, Monday—
Friday.
Have a great week and God Bless,
Diana Carpenter,
Volunteer JCCM

