April 30, 2021

MUSINGS...

by Pastor John Bethard

In January, I encouraged the congregation to “connect” through the shared
experience of starting a three-year Bible reading plan. Five days a week we
read one chapter each day. During my daily Facebook video I post MondayThursday mornings, I lift out one thing from the chapter for that day (and if
you want to jump in and be part of this, there is a link in this newsletter).
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This past week, we were continuing in Matthew and came across this
wonderful passage in chapter 18: At that time the disciples came to Jesus,
saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” And calling to him
a child, he put him in the midst of them and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless
you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of
heaven. Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the
kingdom of heaven.”
As the disciples continuing working with Jesus, the great servant of all, they
still don’t get it. They are worried about who is the greatest. Jesus pulls a
child close, something unheard of in first-century Jewish culture. Children
were to be seen and not heard; they were second-class citizens in that regard.
Jesus tells us that true humility is to be childlike.
Children love broadly and generously. Ever have a kid run up to you and hug
you and nearly knock you over because they hug you so hard? That’s the
best! That is how God wants us to love him – all in, no preconditions, just…
love. Children are also very courageous. One of my favorite things in ministry is to try something new and whacky at Vacation Bible School or in a youth
group setting. They don’t ask questions; they just try it! If it turns out fun or
awesome, great! If not, it’s on to the next whacky thing. Is that not what
faith is all about? Trusting Christ to lead us, even if where he leads doesn’t
always make sense!
Finally, children are not concerned with competition as much as adults are.
Oh sure, they want to win the game, the race, etc., and they hate to be left out
or lose, but they are not fixated on greatness the way adults tend to be. In
fact, most kids love to celebrate the accomplishments of their friends. Notice
that most of these traits are other-centered. And that’s the point.
When we focus on how great we are, we are not thinking about anyone else
but ourselves. If we want to be great in Christ’s kingdom, then we must work
to be loving, courageous, and encouraging, all with an eye toward lifting
others above us.
Blessings,
Pastor John

Celebrations this week
April Birthdays

May Anniversaries

Dennis Dibbern

John & Rebecca Karos

Marty Hunt
May Birthdays
Ashley Pugh
Lena Camilletti
Connie Casserly
Camdyn Noland

Please Note: in order to
protect those whose names
are listed in the celebrations, we do NOT list the
actual dates. Those dates
may be found in the online church directory.

Sunday @ CTPC
10:30am-Worship Celebration FaceBook

For a complete listing of all of the
church activities, please click here.

You can listen to Pastor Johns’
sermon here:
https://soundcloud.com/john-bethard

Communion this Sunday, May 2nd. Please have some bread and grape juice to
share with all who are participating in the worship service. Please do not substitute the
elements with anything other than bread and juice (for example, Doritos and coke is not
the sacrament).

In-Person Worship Information

No Advance Sign Ups. Even ju st a few m onths ago, this w ou ld have been a necessar y
step, but as more and more people get vaccinated, we feel that signing up to come to worship isn’t
necessary.
Masks are still required. For the sam e r easons w e still w ear m asks ou tside o u r
homes, we expect all those worshiping to wear masks in the building.

No singing…yet. The vir u s is still ou t ther e, and it is spr ead via aer osol, m eaning the
water droplets that come from our noses, mouths, etc. Even with masks, singing remains a spreader
activity. For now, we encourage attendees to speak the words of the songs and hymns we sing. The
first moment we can sing without fear of spread, sing we shall! So hang in there, that time is hopefully coming soon!
Seating and social distancing. W e ar e not blocking off pew s, nor ar e w e telling people
where they can sit or with whom. By now, we should all know how social distancing works. We do
ask that worshipers sit at least every other pew. When we serve communion, we will be bringing the
bread and the cup to each person, not passing it down the pew. We need will access by way of the
pew in front.
Offering. W e w ill h ave offer ing plates available at the door s, and w e ask that ever yo ne
drop their gifts into the plates as they enter. This is to limit contact.
Virtual worship will still stream. W e w ill continu e to str eam w or ship ser vices live
over Facebook. If you don’t feel well or don’t yet feel safe, worship with us virtually!
Like we said in the fall, when we last attempted to open, this is a fluid situation. Please be patient.
As we are able, we will relax these guidelines, and work our way toward a more familiar experience.
Until such a time, we all must patiently work together.
Special note about May 9. Over the past thir teen m onths, sever al chu r ch m em bers
have gone on to glory, and many of their families were not able to have traditional funerals. During
our first in-person worship service, we will have a moment during the service to remember the
departed. We hope you can join us.

CTPC Zoom Meetings
this week
(The Zoom meetings below are always the same info)
The Faithweavers a r e stu dying Joshu a. The Faithw eaver s Zoom class w ill be held
from 9:00 - 9:50 AM. Log into Zoom and join Meeting ID. 789 5479 7659 and Password
8ZFCtT. For more information and a study book, contact Margaret Kursey at mkursey@gmail.com.
The Children’s Zoom SS class m eets on Su nday m or nings fr om 8:45 -9:00 AM. Marsha
Dibbern will meet with her class on the Zoom ID # 814 041 7243 password 565656

Angie Lavallee meets with Children’s SS class (2-8 year olds) on Zoom from 8:45-9:00AM.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us05web.zoom.us/j/86014656252?pwd=enBaY25vYkJMbDY5YWN2YWxzZklsdz09
Meeting ID: 860 1465 6252
Passcode: pV0Htz
The Yokefellows Su nday School Class w ill begin at 8:45am w ith a bu siness m eeting at
which time prayers will be offered for members, family and friends who are ill or otherwise in distress. At 9:00am to 9:35am a lesson will be taught from the Adult Bibles Studies series, with Mike
Thompson teaching the lesson for both Sunday, April 25th and May 2nd. Any person wishing to visit
the Yokefellows Sunday School Class on ZOOM should contact the following members by email to
receive a ZOOM “invite”: Gary Scott at his email address: gary3042795296@gmail.com or James
Mackenzie at his email address: mackenzie48708@gmail.com
Stewardship & Vision, Monday, May 3r d, 7:00pm
https://zoom.us/j/98725687881?pwd=dmtBWEFJQ3RDTFNUaytrRnVzdnhNdz09
Meeting ID: 987 2568 7881
Passcode: 210155
Mission & Outreach, Tu esday, May 4th, 7:00pm
https://zoom.us/j/95324727255?pwd=QzlxUDVZL2RBeUVKM3o2YU1oZXpkdz09
Meeting ID: 953 2472 7255
Passcode: 218643
Wednesday Night Bible Study, May 5th, at 7:00pm .
Topic: Charles Town Presbyterian Church Bible Study
https://zoom.us/j/96202042739?pwd=ZWt5aUhJYlBOVHJ0bE1RYmF0T2llQT09
Meeting ID: 962 0204 2739
Passcode: 021517
READ Book Study News
The Racial Equality and Discipleship group will be starting a new study in April. We
will be reading and discussing Jerome Tisby’s How to Fight Racism: Courageous
Christianity and the Journey Toward Racial Justice. Anyone interested in joining us
for this study is welcome to get a copy of the book and join us on the dates below. At
least through May, the meetings will be through Zoom, and that information is included below. Meetings are on the Saturdays noted below and begin at 10am.
For the meeting on… Read…
Saturday, May 22
Chapters 5-7
Saturday, June 26
Chapters 8-10 & Conclusion
Zoom Info:
https://zoom.us/j/98451764248?pwd=SVUvT0svaWhsY1d0N3E2aUErc3FiZz09
Meeting ID: 984 5176 4248
Passcode: 254484

MUSIC NOTES

from Miss Penny

Attitude of Gratitude!
Music Ministry
New Beginnings—Week 2

The Season of new beginnings is upon us! Our music ministry is not looking back to where we were,
but rather, to where we are going!
One thing we can safely do now is ring handbells. If you’ve ever thought about giving handbells a
try, now’s your chance. No musical ability required! We will be working in small groups of 4 to 5
people.
If you are interested in a small group, please take a moment to answer the following:
Name: _________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________
Phone: _________________________________________
Email: _________________________________________
I have never rung handbells
I can read music
I can practice in the afternoon
I prefer evening practice

Yes______
Yes______
Yes______
Yes______

No______
No______
No______
No______

Please return to the church office: PO Box 89, Charles Town, WV 25414 / ctpres@ctpres.org
0r to Penny Liston: 37 Triangle Farm Lane, Summit Point, WV 25446 / penfvfarm@aol.com.
Stay safe & well! Please wear a mask and love like Jesus!
Penny

The flower chart is available for sign up. Available dates: May 16, 23, 30; June 13, 20,
27; July 11, 18, 25; August 8, 15, 22, 29; September 12, 19, 26; October 10, 17, 24, 31;
November 14, 21, 28; December 12. Sign up by calling church office at 304-725-5316, or
by email at ctpres@ctpres.org. Please include your name, phone number or email, name
of person(s) and in honor of or memory of. Please take flowers with you following worship. (Today’s flowers are given to the glory of God and in memory /honor of __ by __.)

NOTES:
Having completed a successful, Yard/Garage sale, I have reflected on how much we clutter up our
lives with STUFF. STUFF everywhere! My basement was bursting at the seams with STUFF and the
addition of my mom’s things tipped it over the edge. Not only is there physical work involved with
shuffling around STUFF but emotional attachments to be dealt with. Yes, some items were hard to
part with but really what is the value of an item if it only clutters up one’s life. I am reminded of
Jesus’s advise to his disciples to not take much with them on their travels as they would be provided
for by the goodness of God. I believe being a good steward with our lives involves managing our time
and STUFF. If STUFF takes up our time, then what is left for what really matters? Where is there
time for our relationships and most importantly our relationship with Christ? Cleaning out our
basement may be the easiest part of decluttering. Many of us carry emotional STUFF and that
crowds our lives. I am a borderline hoarder so cleaning out physical stuff can be a challenge, but I
too have emotional STUFF that needs to be cleaned out. I figure we all have some level of clutter in
our lives. Our challenge is to be a good steward with all God has blessed us with including managing
our lives (and STUFF). In a manner, this is a correlation to fasting: Taking away things that separate us from God. Word of the week: DECLUTTER!
—Diane Mayhew, Stewardship Committee
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
NOTE: Do you have the feeling that m aybe you w ou ld like to declu tter ?
The church is in preliminary planning to possibly do a church yard sale to help raise
money for the mission of the church. We have an excellent opportunity to use our
fantastic parking lot and schedule an event in conjunction with the farmer’s market.
We could open the opportunity to folks outside our membership but would really
like a core group from the church. The project would be an opportunity for local
mission also. Our thoughts are to have gently used items that are cluttering up your
life available for sale. Money would be raised either by selling space or by donations
from proceeds. We would schedule an event a month or so down the road to allow
folks to prepare. So, at this point we are just seeking to evaluate the interest level we
could have for such an event. Even if you only have a shred of interest, please
contact Diane Mayhew or Patsy White. You can also let Rebecca (304-725-5316 or
rkaetzel@ctpres.org) know and we will contact you. This could be a fun and productive event and a
great way to get out in the community. Word of the future: DECLUTTER!
Attention Graduates: W e
would like to honor your
achievements. If you have a
graduate in your family or
know of any graduates (high
school or college) in our church family, please
call
(304-725-5316)
or
email
(ctpres@ctpres.org) their name, high school or
college, and future plans to the church office by
Monday, May 17th.

Congregational Nominating Committee –
The CNC for 2021 has begun meeting. They will
prayerfully consider nominations for Elders,
Deacons, and Trustee for the class of 2024, and at
-large members of the congregation for next
year’s CNC. If you have suggestions for the CNC
to consider, please reach out to members of the
CNC with your ideas. The 2021 CNC is Kathy
Donadio, Matthew
Henshaw, Jane Ishman,
Henry Christie, and Stephanie Rossi.

Virtual

How well do you know the officers of CTPC?

Here is your opportunity to get know some of the faces behind
the scenes. Each week we will highlight an Elder or Deacon. Each person has been asked to list 5-10
things such as interests, personal church journey such as denomination we were raised, favorite Bible scripture with short reason why this is meaningful, and any other personal info that speaks of
our personality. One of the “clues” will not be true and the answer will be posted the following week.
Kathy Shue: False guess— I don't crochet.
Frank Donadio: False guess-- Never sang in a band.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Favorite Bible Verse – Jeremiah 31:33 “For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of
Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their
hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people.” I have many “favorite” bible verses, but
I love this one because it is one of the first that shows that God wants a personal relationship with
us. I have served as a Deacon in a past church and as an Elder in two different churches.
I joined CTPC in early 2013. I moved here and bought a house in late
2012 with my wife Jackie. We both enjoy hiking and camping.






I have one cat who is 18 years old.
I spent six years in the Army.
I currently work as an auditor for the United States Government.
I have visited 15 different in my travels.
My wife and I own an RV to make camping easier as we get older.

—David Weil

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Bible Verse - Psalm 23 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in
green pastures; he leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul; he leadeth me in the
paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, I will fear no evil for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. Thou preparest
a table before me in the presence of mine enemies; though anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of life; and I will dwell in the
house of the Lord forever.
This is my favorite Psalm for many, many reasons. It provides the love and strength of the Lord in
good times and in bad and the Lord has seen my through some very trying
times in the past few years.







I have three children, Megan, Matthew and Madison and four (4) grandchildren, Evan, Joseph, Brooklyn and Summer, all of whom I love dearly. I was
married to Robert Henshaw for almost thirty (30) years and I miss him every day of my life since he left us on June 20, 2018. My family and friends
have truly been my life line in the past few years and I love them all dearly.
I work as a legal assistant at Arnold & Bailey, PLLC.
I love to play handbells and I love to play the piano.
I love to go to the beach in the summer and relax and listen to the calming
sounds of the ocean.
I like to go camping.

—Debbie Henshaw

Weekly Congregational Giving:
Needed to Meet Expenses Budget:
$6,934
Sunday’s Receipts for April 25th:
$1,830; Special Offerings: Hunger—$15; Maundy
Thursday—$10; OGHS—$10; Memorial—$1,000;
On-Line giving—$300
Checks can be mailed to:
CTPC, PO Box 89, Charles Town,
WV 25414
For electronic giving, please

Online giving helps you to
bring your
offering before
God. In addition to the no-fee
Facebook donations and nominal fee Paypal service, we set up online giving through the Presbyterian Foundation. Money donated via any of
these services gets deposited to our church
bank account. B y going thr ou gh the Fou ndation, the fee they charge actually helps the mission of their organization, which is to help Presbyterian churches to be excellent stewards of their
gifts and resources. The exciting part about working with the foundation is that we are able to use a
mobile app that is connected to our account. The
app is called Give Plus (created by Vanco) and you
can find it at the Google Play Store if you have an
android device or you may find the app in the Apple app store by searching for “Give Plus.” The
great part about the Give Plus app is that you can
set up for weekly, monthly or one time giving! If
you have any questions, please contact the church
office. Thank you.
Pentecost
Offering,
Sunday May 23rd. Giving to
the Pentecost Offering is
investing in our greatest
resource, our youth and our
children.
The
Pentecost
Offering makes it possible for
the church to encourage,
develop, and support its young people and
address the needs of at-risk children. 40% of this
offering stays in our local community and will be
designated for Jefferson County Community
Ministries. The other 60% will help support:
young adult volunteer programs, ministries for
youth, and child advocacy. Please note in memo
line: Pentecost. Thank you.

The Six-cents-a-meal offering, co llected
on the 4th Sunday each month, goes to the
Presbyterian Hunger Program. To contribute to
this offering please note on memo line: hunger offering. Thank you.
2021- Let's Journey through the Bible Together! Congregational Bible Reading. In 2021, we
will endeavor to read the Bible together! Using
the plan provided in the link below, we will take
advantage of a plan produced by Navigators,
and organization committed to deeper Christian discipleship. We encourage everyone to
participate.
https://www.navigators.org/wpcontent/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf
Want to
help
make a
difference
while you
shop in
the Amazon app,
at no extra cost to you? Simply follow the instructions below to select "Charles Town Presbyterian Church" as your charity and activate
AmazonSmile in the app. They'll donate a portion of your eligible mobile app purchases to us.
How it works:
1. Open the Amazon app on your phone
2. Select the main menu (=) & tap on
"AmazonSmile" within Programs & Features
3. Select "Charles Town Presbyterian Church"
as your charity
4. Follow the on-screen instructions to activate
AmazonSmile in the mobile app
JCCM Food Pantry needs. Any
assistance would be greatly
appreciated:
bottled
water,
ground beef, hot dogs, paper
towels, instant coffee, canned
meats (spam, ham, tuna, chicken), tuna packets, mac and cheese cups. Donations may be
dropped off at JCCM 9am-Noon, Monday—
Friday.
Have a great week and God Bless,
Diana Carpenter,
Volunteer JCCM

