
 

MUSINGS...                    by Pastor John Bethard 
 

June 18, 2021 
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Slowly but surely, we are getting back to normal at Charles Town Presbyteri-
an Church. Here’s how I know: 

 

First, tomorrow, the Missions Committee is hosting a yard sale.  Technically, 
it’s a fundraiser for the congregation, but it actually seems like it is a great 
excuse to get together for some fellowship.  I encourage everyone to come out 
to this event, even if you don’t plan to make a purchase.  Just seeing people 
in person will be great! 

 

Second, the session made an important decision along with a clarification.  
The clarification came as an answer to this question:  Can we start having 
meals and get-togethers in the fellowship hall.  The session’s answer was 
clear – open means open.  So yes, we can start planning fellowship activities, 
provided everything virus-related continues to track the way it has.  The ses-
sion also modified the opening guidelines.  We will now allow for singing in 
worship.  Although singing in close proximity without any kind of face cover-
ing is still officially discouraged, it’s obvious the congregation wants to sing, 
as the volume from the crowd each Sunday gets louder and louder.  That, and 
the fact that we are still encouraging social distancing gave the session confi-
dence to make this decision. 

 

Finally, we are having a congregational meeting on Sunday to elect elders, 
deacons, one trustee, and nominating committee members, all who will start 
terms beginning in January.  Congregational meetings were difficult during 
the pandemic, and to be able to have one in person this coming Sunday is 
such a great joy!  I hope you will be able to come to worship and then stay for 
the meeting.  (And a note to nominees: if you can come, please do, so the 
congregation can put names with faces.) 

 

Slowly but surely, we are getting there.  These activities speak to what we can 
look forward to as pandemic restrictions are loosened.  Hopefully, it will stay 
that way. As much as long to return to “normal,” we must also keep in mind 
that Covid has changed the world, and that, in turn, will affect how all 
churches shape their ministries.  To that end, must all remember to be flexi-
ble and patient.  Thanks to Covid, patience and flexibility are two things we 
know well. 

 

I look forward to seeing many of you on Saturday, to singing together in wor-
ship on Sunday, and yes, I’m even looking forward to our congregational 
meeting.  God is good! 

 

Blessings, 

 

Pastor John 



Celebrations this week 

June Birthdays 

Zach Bethard 

Bonnie Owens 

 

 

 

 

June Anniversaries 

Glenn & Susie Moreland 

Jonathan & Holly Day 

 

 

 

 

          Sunday @ CTPC 

10:30am-Worship Celebration FaceBook  

For a complete listing of all of the 
church activities, please click here. 

You can listen to Pastor Johns’  
sermon  here:  

https://soundcloud.com/john-bethard 

Please Note: in order to protect those whose 
names are listed in the celebrations, we do 
NOT list the actual dates. Those dates may be 
found in the on-line church  directory. 

 
In-Person Worship Information 

(revised 6/18/21) 
Masks.  Per  the revised CDC guidelines, fully vaccinated persons do not 
need to wear masks. So, if you are fully vaccinated, masks are optional in worship.  
Those who are not vaccinated or have health concerns are encouraged to continue 
masking.  We trust that as brothers and sisters in Christ, we will honor each person’s 
decision on this matter. 
  
Singing…with the building open and regular programs and meetings beginning to 
resume, we are also going to resume singing. 
  

Seating and social distancing.  W e are still requesting that w orshipers sit 
at least every other pew.  When we serve communion, we will be bringing the bread 
and the cup to each person, not passing it down the pew.  We will access by way of the 
pew in front.  
  
Offering.  W e w ill have offer ing plates available at the doors, and w e ask 
that      everyone drop their gifts into the plates as they enter.  This is to limit contact.  
  
Virtual worship will still stream.  W e will continue to stream  worship ser-
vices live over Facebook.  If you don’t feel well or don’t yet feel safe, worship with us 
virtually! 

Session has called for  a congregational m eeting this Sunday, June 20, follow ing  wor-
ship to hear and act upon a report from the congregational nominating committee. This will be an    
in-person meeting.  If we are unable to have a quorum, the meeting will be rescheduled for  Sunday, 
June 27 and conducted as a hybrid meeting (combination of in-person and Zoom meeting).  The 
CNC will nominate the following people:  Class of 2024:  Elder – Signe Garms, Gary Scott, Kathy 
Shue; Deacon – Alex Bethard, Kaz Feldstein, Debra Low, Doug McDonough; Trustee – Janet 
Harner; CNC class of 2022: Sue Flanagan, Diane Mayhew,  David Weil.  

https://www.facebook.com/CharlesTownPresbyterian
mailto:ctpres@ctpres.org
https://www.paypal.com/us/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_flow&SESSION=RoyqxS6Sqfn-O5-1O-yfRSD7X5afGkKIufKE7V9Ncw5nPTXZHw7K3o9-jey&dispatch=5885d80a13c0db1f8e263663d3faee8da8649a435e198e44a05ba053bc68d12e
http://www.ctpres.org/events-calendar
https://soundcloud.com/john-bethard


 

CTPC Zoom Meetings  
this week  
(The Zoom meetings below are always the same info) 

 
The Faithweavers has begun a blended Sunday School class w ith in person and virtual 
options.  The class is studying Ephesians by Eric C. Redmond in the Knowing the Bible                    
Series.    Please come as you are; masks are optional for those who are vaccinated.  We will space out 
as much as possible.  All are invited and welcome!  Log into Zoom and join Meeting ID. 789 5479 
7659 and Password 8ZFCtT.  For more information, contact mkursey@gmail.com.   

 

The Yokefellows Sunday School Class has resum ed  in -person class.  The lesson will be 
taught by a class teacher from the Adult Bible Studies series. Those who would like to visit the class 
on ZOOM should contact the following Yokefellows Sunday School Class members at their email   
address to request a ZOOM “invite”: Gary Scott gary3042795296@gmail.com  or James Mackenzie 
mackenzie48708@gmail.com      
 

READ Book Study News 
The Racial Equality and Discipleship group will be starting a new study in April.  We 
will be reading and discussing Jerome Tisby’s How to Fight Racism: Courageous Chris-
tianity and the Journey Toward Racial Justice.  Anyone interested in joining us for 
this study is welcome to get a copy of the book and join us on the dates below.  At least 
through May, the meetings will be through Zoom, and that information is included be-
low.  Meetings are on the Saturdays noted below and begin at 10am. 
   For the meeting on… Read… 

     Saturday, June 26        Chapters 8-10 & Conclusion 
                                                                              Zoom Info:     
                  https://zoom.us/j/98451764248?pwd=SVUvT0svaWhsY1d0N3E2aUErc3FiZz09 

   Meeting ID: 984 5176 4248     Passcode: 254484 

YOU ARE INVITED!!  Com e one, com e all.  CTPC is 
holding it’s first Yard Sale.  Come on out and bring some 
friends.  We have some great items for sale, and we are all 
looking forward to reconnecting with our church friends as 
we emerge from the hibernation of Covid.  We also have 
several great gift baskets for raffle.  Tickets available Satur-
day with the drawing at noon.  If you spend $10 at the yard 
sale, you will be entered to win.   Winners can pick up bas-
kets at the church office if not in attendance.  We have 2 
baskets which have gift cards as a bonus.  You can’t lose! 

Come support the church and win some goodies.   

Items to tempt you include:  Golf clubs, Surround sound systems, Dresser, window  
A/C unit, lamps, baby items and maternity clothes.  King Bed quilt sets barely used.  
Bicycles, Beanie Babies, Table.   

So even if you do not want to shop, come to visit and be a part of the action!! 

mailto:mkursey@gmail.com
mailto:gary3042795296@gmail.com
mailto:mackenzie48708@gmail.com
https://zoom.us/j/98451764248?pwd=SVUvT0svaWhsY1d0N3E2aUErc3FiZz09


                                 MUSIC NOTES   from Miss Penny 

         Attitude of Gratitude!  

              “Inside Out or Outside In?” 

As I sit here drinking my coffee, enjoying the breeze coming 
through the screen door and gazing at the lilies blooming; I ask 
myself, “Is it better to be inside out or outside in?” 

I’m currently comfortable where I’m sitting, but if I open the 
door and go out, maybe the breeze and beauty of the flowers 
will take my breath away. I might be exhilarated and enlivened, 
brought out of my comfort zone to something new and wonder-

ful. 

I went inside-out and tended to God’s creation! With the sun in my face and gentle breeze blowing, I 
tended the flowers, fed the birds and cats and felt alive in God’s blessings.  

Something started gnawing at me and by the time I had finished my tending I needed nourishment. 
So I went outside-in! I got food and drink to sustain me so that I could continue with the work at 
hand.  

So it begs the question, “Is it better to be inside-out or outside-in?” To be a faithful and effective 
servant in Christ we must do both. We must go out into the world (out of our comfort zone) and 
show the love in Christ to all. Then we must go inside to our sanctuary of church on Sunday and be 
nourished by the Word, teachings, prayer and worship to faithfully go out and serve again.  

While we were blessed during the pandemic to worship virtually, we missed our brothers and sisters 
in Christ sharing the sanctuary with us on Sunday mornings. I hope I will soon see you “inside-out 
and outside-in!” 

Blessings,  

Penny 

Session News 
At the June 15 stated meeting of the session, the elders took the following actions: 
 

 Heard a report from the audit committee. 
 

 By unanimous vote, received the audit report, and voted to refer the recommendations 
included in the report to the appropriate committees and staff persons. 

 

 Received as presented, the minutes of the May 18 stated meeting of the session. 
 

 Agreed by consensus that the Discipleship and Family Ministries committee can resume 
the search for a Director of Youth, Children’s, and Family Ministries. 

 

 Heard updates on the upcoming yard sale and property concerns. 
 

 Clarified for the sake of planning, that the opening of the building earlier in the month 
allows for use of the fellowship hall for dinners. 

 

 Modified the covid guidelines to allow for singing in worship. 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 



JCCM Food Pantry needs. Any 
assistance would be greatly      
appreciated: bottled water, 
ground beef,  hot dogs, paper 
towels, instant coffee, canned 

meats (spam, ham, tuna, chicken), sugar,     mi-
crowave meals, caned fruit, shelf stable milk, 
pancake mix, deodorant, conditioner. Dona-
tions may be dropped off at JCCM 9am-Noon, 
Monday—Friday.  
Have a great week and God Bless,  
Diana Carpenter, Volunteer JCCM 

The Six-cents-a-meal offering, collected 
on the 4th Sunday each month, goes to the  
Presbyterian Hunger Program. To contribute to 
this  offering please note on memo line: hunger 
offering. Thank you.  

2021- Let's Journey  through the Bible Togeth-
er! Congregational Bible Reading. In 2021, we 
will endeavor to read the  Bible together!  Using 
the plan provided in the link below, we will take 
advantage of a plan produced by Navigators, 
and organization committed to deeper Chris-
tian discipleship.  We encourage everyone to 
participate. 
https://www.navigators.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf  Online giving helps you 

to bring your  offering 
before God. In addition 
to the   no-fee Facebook 

donations and nominal fee Paypal  service, we set 
up  online giving  through the   Presbyterian 
Foundation.  Money  donated via any of these ser-
vices gets deposited to our church bank ac-
count. By going through the Foundation, 
the fee they charge actually helps the  mission of 
their organization, which is to help Presbyterian 
churches to be excellent stewards of their gifts 
and resources. The exciting part about working 
with the foundation is that we are able to use a 
mobile app that is connected to our account. The 
app is called Give Plus (created by Vanco) and you 
can find it at the Google Play Store if you have an 
android  device or you may find the app in the Ap-
ple app store by searching for “Give Plus.” The 
great part about the Give Plus app is that you can 
set up for weekly, monthly or one time  giving! If 
you have any questions, please contact the church  
office. Thank you. 

Want to help make a difference while you shop 
in the    Amazon app, at no extra cost to you? 
Simply follow the instructions below to select 
"Charles Town Presbyterian Church" as your 
charity and activate  AmazonSmile in the app. 
They'll donate a portion of your eligible mobile 
app purchases to us.  How it works:  
1. Open the Amazon app on your phone  
2. Select the main menu (=) & tap on 
"AmazonSmile" within Programs & Features  
3. Select "Charles Town Presbyterian Church" 
as your charity  
4. Follow the on-screen instructions to activate 
AmazonSmile in the mobile app  

Weekly Congregational Giving:  
Needed to Meet Expenses Budget: 
$6,934 
Sunday’s Receipts for June 13th: 

$3,290; On Line Giving—$6,197; Special Offer-
ings: Sunday School—$63; Help Fund—$80; 
Hunger—$10 

Checks can be mailed to:   
CTPC, PO Box 89, Charles Town, WV 25414  
         
For electronic  giving,  please 
scan here:    
 

 

The flower chart is available for 
sign up. Available dates: June 27;  July 
11, 18, 25; August 8, 15, 22, 29; Sep-
tember 12, 19, 26; October 10, 17, 24, 
31;   November 14, 21, 28;  December 
12. Sign up  by     calling church   office 
at 304-725-5316, or by email at 
ctpres@ctpres.org. Please take flowers 

with you following   worship.  

These Days daily devotionals for  
July/August/September have arrived and can be 
picked up in the narthex or in the information 
rack by church office. 

https://www.navigators.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf
https://www.navigators.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf

