
 

MUSINGS...                    by Pastor John Bethard 
 

July 2, 2021 
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On Sunday, the United States celebrates our nation’s birthday.  I was looking 
over what I wrote last year at this time.  We were neck-deep in Coronavirus, 
and it seemed like every day the restrictions were changing and there were 
not many signs it was going to improve soon.  And though there are still 
some concerns related to the pandemic, by and large, it seems like we are 
moving out of it. 

 

I also mentioned the upcoming presidential election, and we had no idea last 
July that it would be as contentious as it was.  Racial inequality issues were 
also at the forefront of our national consciousness, and that issue, though 
still critically important, has moved from a boil to a simmer. 

 

Last year at this time, I wrote these words, “What unites us is far greater than 
what divides us.  It is so easy to be divided, to be angry, to point fingers.  It 
takes a great deal more work to pursue unity. To be united does not mean 
someone wins and someone loses.  It means that we can learn from one     
another, we can listen to each other, and we can come up with beneficial    
solutions together.  It also means that when we don’t agree, we should be 
able to disagree agreeably.” 

 

I still stand by these words.  Unity is hard, and we must work for it.  It does 
not magically come to us because we are citizens in this country, or profess-
ing Christians in a congregation.  Our democracy has often been described as 
“fragile,” and I believe that is an appropriate word.  As we have all seen over 
the past year, it really does not take much to divide us. 

 

For Christians, unity begins in our relationship with Christ. Christians       
believe that God loved people so much that he sent God the Son, Jesus, to die 
for our sins, and then to be raised to life.  Across the theological spectrum, 
where the differences can be very profound, one thing we typically agree on 
is the salvation that comes to those who believe because of the death and   
resurrection of Christ. 

 

As we make our way into the Fourth of July weekend, I want to encourage us 
to remember how blessed we are to live in this country, and how precious 
unity is. Even if for only a moment, let’s put aside the differences and focus 
on what unites us.  We do that wonderfully as a congregation.  We can surely 
carry that into the weekend and beyond. 

 

Blessings,   

 

Pastor John 



Celebrations this week 

July Birthdays 

Allison Howard 

Jon Dodds 

Camden Wilson 

 

 

 

July Anniversaries 

Henry & Karen Christie 

 

          Sunday @ CTPC 

10:30am-Worship Celebration FaceBook  

For a complete listing of all of the 
church activities, please click here. 

You can listen to Pastor Johns’  
sermon  here:  

https://soundcloud.com/john-bethard 

 

CTPC Zoom Meetings  
this week (The Zoom meetings below are always the same info) 

The Faithweavers has begun a blended Sunday School class w ith in person and virtual 
options.  The class is studying Ephesians by Eric C. Redmond in the Knowing the Bible                    
Series.   Please come as you are.  We will space out as much as possible.  All are invited and            
welcome!  Log into Zoom and join Meeting ID. 789 5479 7659 and Password 8ZFCtT.  For more    
information, contact mkursey@gmail.com.   
 

Please Note: in order to protect 
those whose names are listed in 
the celebrations, we do NOT list 
the actual dates. Those dates 
may be found in the on-line 
church  directory. 

 

 

The church office w ill be closed on Monday, July 5th, in                      
observance of the fourth of July. Have a safe and happy 4th of July. 

As the church gets busier, this is a great time to review your contact information on 
file with the church office.  Even if you think your information is up to date, please 
review your listing.  It is my observation, that as I try to contact someone, often there 
is an omission or error.  Along with the newsletter mailing, you will receive the latest 
directory.  Please review this and make sure it is correct and complete.  You can 
make changes directly with servant keeper or notify the church office via email or 
phone.  An updated directory will then be sent out the end of July so please attend to 

this promptly.  If you update with servant keeper, we have an added feature that allows you to      
upload a photo.  We have several new folks, and this can be a helpful tool to acquaint all of us.      
Rebecca is available at 304-725-5316 or rkaetzel@ctpres.org. 
 
—Diane Mayhew, Stewardship & Vision Committee 

https://www.facebook.com/CharlesTownPresbyterian
mailto:ctpres@ctpres.org
https://www.paypal.com/us/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_flow&SESSION=RoyqxS6Sqfn-O5-1O-yfRSD7X5afGkKIufKE7V9Ncw5nPTXZHw7K3o9-jey&dispatch=5885d80a13c0db1f8e263663d3faee8da8649a435e198e44a05ba053bc68d12e
http://www.ctpres.org/events-calendar
https://soundcloud.com/john-bethard
mailto:mkursey@gmail.com
mailto:rkaetzel@ctpres.org


                                 MUSIC NOTES   from Miss Penny 

Attitude of Gratitude!  

Let's Learn Music Basics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blessings,  

Penny 

 

 





 
 
 
 



JCCM Food Pantry needs. 
Any assistance would be 
greatly  appreciated: ham-
burger, hot dogs, paper 
towels, regular coffee, 
canned meats (spam, ham, 
tuna, chicken), sugar,     

microwave meals, shelf stable milk, pancake 
mix, jelly, saltine crackers, rice/pasta sides, in-
stant mashed potatoes, deodorant, conditioner, 
razors/shaving cream. Donations may be 
dropped off at JCCM 9am-Noon, Monday—
Friday.  
Have a great week and God Bless,  
Diana Carpenter, Volunteer JCCM 

The Six-cents-a-meal offering, collected 
on the 4th Sunday each month, goes to the  
Presbyterian Hunger Program. To contribute to 
this  offering please note on memo line: hunger 
offering. Thank you.  

2021- Let's Journey  through the Bible Togeth-
er! Congregational Bible Reading. In 2021, we 
will endeavor to read the  Bible together!  Using 
the plan provided in the link below, we will take 
advantage of a plan produced by Navigators, 
and organization committed to deeper Chris-
tian discipleship.  We encourage everyone to 
participate. 
https://www.navigators.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf  Online giving helps 

you to bring your  
offering before God. 
In addition to the   
no-fee Facebook 

donations and nominal fee Paypal  service, we set 
up  online giving  through the  Presbyterian Foun-
dation.  Money  donated via any of these services 
gets deposited to our church bank account. 
By going through the Foundation, the fee they 
charge actually helps the  mission of their organi-
zation, which is to help Presbyterian churches to 
be excellent stewards of their gifts and resources. 
The exciting part about working with the founda-
tion is that we are able to use a mobile app that is 
connected to our account. The app is called Give 
Plus (created by Vanco) and you can find it at the 
Google Play Store if you have an android  device 
or you may find the app in the Apple app store by 
searching for “Give Plus.” The great part about the 
Give Plus app is that you can set up for weekly, 
monthly or one time  giving! If you have any ques-
tions, please contact the church  office. Thank 
you. 

Want to help 
make a differ-
ence while you 
shop in the    
Amazon app, at 
no extra cost to 
you? Simply  

follow the instructions below to select "Charles 
Town Presbyterian Church" as your charity and 
activate  AmazonSmile in the app. They'll do-
nate a portion of your eligible mobile app pur-
chases to us.  How it works:  
1. Open the Amazon app on your phone  
2. Select the main menu (=) & tap on 
"AmazonSmile" within Programs & Features  
3. Select "Charles Town Presbyterian Church" 
as your charity  
4. Follow the on-screen instructions to activate 
AmazonSmile in the mobile app  

Weekly Congregational Giving:  
Needed to Meet Expenses Budget: 
$6,934 
Sunday’s Receipts for June 27th: 

Sunday’s Receipts:  $1,995; Special Offerings: 
Sunday School—$27; Hunger—$125. 

Checks can be mailed to:   
CTPC, PO Box 89, Charles Town, WV 25414  
         
For electronic  giving,  please 
scan here:    
 

 

The flower chart is available     
for sign up. Available dates: July 
11, 18, 25;   August 8, 22, 29;      
September 12, 19, 26; October 10, 
17, 31;   November 14, 21, 28. Sign 
up  by calling church   office at 
304-725-5316, or by email at 
ctpres@ctpres.org. Please take 
flowers with you following         
worship.  

https://www.navigators.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf
https://www.navigators.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf

