
 

MUSINGS...                    by Pastor John Bethard 
July 9– 15, 2021 
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Since last year, I have been leading the congregation through Matthew – not 
exhaustively, but only focusing on what Jesus taught.  The last few weeks and 
the weeks to come present some particularly challenging passages, all of 
which have to do with discipleship.  In light of that, I thought I’d spend my 
newsletter space focusing on basic discipleship. 
 
“Discipleship” is the word Christians use to describe the day-to-day habits 
that we use to become closer to Christ.  The focus of discipleship is on       
spiritual disciplines: worship, scripture reading, prayer, study, service,      
giving, fasting, etc.  There are more, of course, but these are the most com-
mon. 
 
Worship – is arguably the most important.  I’ve heard worship described as 
both a “horizontal and vertical” experience.  It is the only time we are with 
God and at the same time, with the people of God.  Worship is level playing 
field.  We connect with God and with one another.  We were created for     
worship, and I would argue that of all the disciplines, this one is the most   
important.  It is easy to skip, and hard to return to, so it’s best not to get in 
the habit of missing. 
 
Scripture Reading – The Bible is the place from which we get almost all 
our information about God and his gospel.  As Paul reminds in 2 Timothy 
3:13, “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness.”  Scripture is also 
objective, providing guidance and correction when we need it, and encour-
agement and help when we seek it.  Daily scripture reading can be a wonder-
ful part of our faith journey. 
 
Prayer – Prayer is talking to God.  We can’t be in a relationship with people 
we don’t talk to.  In prayer we can ask God for all kinds of things – healing 
for the sick, prayers for our own spiritual growth, for world leaders and 
events; there is no limit.  We also need to listen in prayer.  Sometimes we 
hear God in prayer. 
 
Study – One of the primary reasons any church has a Christian Education 
program is to deepen our understanding of scripture and theology.  Sunday 
School classes, therefore, are a great way to supplement other areas of      
spiritual growth. 
 
Service – This can happen formally, through a planned mission work of the 
church, or informally, like when a friend asks us to help them with moving or 
with a home project. Service puts us last and others first.  It models the same 
kind of love that marked Jesus’ ministry. 
 
Giving – Giving is not only about what we put in the offering plate at      
worship, but also about examining the blessings God has given us and using 
those blessings to make a difference in people’s lives.  Just as God is gener-
ous with his grace and mercy, so are we called to be generous. 
 
 

(continued on next page) 



Celebrations this week 

July Birthdays 

Jim Bovard 

Martha Burns 

Frank Donadio 

 

 

July Anniversaries 

Ken & Pat Hetzinger 

James & Lari MacKenzie 

 

 

          Sunday @ CTPC 

10:30am-Worship Celebration FaceBook  

For a complete listing of all of the 
church activities, please click here. 

You can listen to Pastor Johns’  
sermon  here: 

https://soundcloud.com/john-
bethard 

CTPC Zoom Meetings this 
week  
(The Zoom meetings below are always the same info) 
 
 

 

The Faithweavers has begun a blended Sunday School class w ith in person and virtual 
options.  The class is studying Ephesians by Eric C. Redmond in the Knowing the Bible Se-
ries.   Please come as you are.  We will space out as much as possible.  All are invited and  wel-
come!  Log into Zoom and join Meeting ID. 789 5479 7659 and Password 8ZFCtT.  For more infor-
mation, contact mkursey@gmail.com.   
 
Deacons, Tuesday, May 11th, 7:00pm  
https://zoom.us/j/94884146099?pwd=Wkx0UlNkSUMxNENwSGRFcDJPeVlBQT09  
Meeting ID: 948 8414 6099           Passcode: 511274 
 
 

Please Note: in order to protect those whose names are 
listed in the celebrations, we do NOT list the actual 
dates. Those dates may be found in the on-line church  
directory. 

Fasting – This is when we forego food to spend more time in prayer while simultaneously depend-
ing on God.  We can fast a meal, or for a one to three days.  Fasting is prevalent in the scriptures, and 
we use fasting when we are desperately seeking God’s direction for something.  Fasting is not    
something to be bragged about (“Oh, I can’t eat, I’m fasting…”).  Fasting is not about us; it is about 
God.  Anyone with a medical condition like diabetes should talk to their doctor about how to do this 
safely. 
 
Doing any or all these disciplines will greatly add to personal discipleship.  The irony is, that except 
for worship, none of these is required. One can believe, worship regularly, and that’s the extent of 
their discipleship.  But if any Christian seeks to go deeper in their faith, spiritual disciplines are a 
must, and they are a source of great joy. My hope and prayer is that all of us would seek to incorpo-
rate spiritual disciplines into our faith journey and go deeper with Christ. 
 
Humbly, 
 
Pastor John 

https://www.facebook.com/CharlesTownPresbyterian
mailto:ctpres@ctpres.org
https://www.paypal.com/us/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_flow&SESSION=RoyqxS6Sqfn-O5-1O-yfRSD7X5afGkKIufKE7V9Ncw5nPTXZHw7K3o9-jey&dispatch=5885d80a13c0db1f8e263663d3faee8da8649a435e198e44a05ba053bc68d12e
http://www.ctpres.org/events-calendar
https://soundcloud.com/john-bethard
https://soundcloud.com/john-bethard
mailto:mkursey@gmail.com


                                 MUSIC NOTES   from Miss Penny 

Attitude of Gratitude!  

Music Theory 



Stewardship Notes:  Recently I was reviewing the book The Genius of    
Generosity and I came across this point:  Giving is an action but generosity is      
dependent on the heart.  Hmmmm.  Giving involves the action of writing the check, 
the action of saving the funds, the action of robbing the piggy bank, etc.  But what 
drives these actions?  

Where is our heart?  How does our heart affect our satisfaction level when we give?  
I would wager to say that when the heart drives the action, the response is so much 

more satisfying.  I would like to think that when God gave us the gift of his Son, there was a broad 
smile beaming our way.  That certainly was the ultimate generous gift given because of the heartfelt 
love God has for us.  When we go through the action of giving, take time to reflect on the state of 
your heart.   

—Diane Mayhew, Stewardship & Vision Committee 

As the church gets busier, this is a great time to review your contact information 
on file with the church office.  Even if you think your information is up to date, 
please review your listing.  It is my observation, that as I try to contact someone, 
often there is an omission or error.  Along with the newsletter mailing, you will  
receive the latest directory.  Please review this and make sure it is correct and  
complete.  You can make changes directly with servant keeper or notify the church 
office via email or phone.  An updated directory will then be sent out the end of  
July so please attend to this promptly.  If you update with servant keeper, we have 

an added feature that allows you to  upload a photo.  We have several new folks, and this can be a 
helpful tool to acquaint all of us.  Rebecca is available at 304-725-5316 or rkaetzel@ctpres.org. 
 
—Diane Mayhew, Stewardship & Vision Committee 

The Yokefellows Sunday School Class  will begin each Sunday morning at 9:00 am with a business 
meeting from 9:00 am to 9:15 am, at which time prayers will be offered for members, friends and 
family members who are ill or otherwise in distress, with a lesson being taught by a class teacher 
from the Adult Bible Studies series from 9:15 am to 9:50 am. The Yokefellows Class does not offer 
virtual attendance by ZOOM.  

mailto:rkaetzel@ctpres.org


 
 
 
 



JCCM Food Pantry needs. 
Any assistance would be 
greatly  appreciated: ham-
burger, hot dogs, paper 
towels, regular coffee, 
canned meats (spam, ham, 
tuna, chicken), sugar,     

microwave meals, shelf stable milk, pancake 
mix, jelly, saltine crackers, rice/pasta sides, in-
stant mashed potatoes, deodorant, conditioner, 
razors/shaving cream. Donations may be 
dropped off at JCCM 9am-Noon, Monday—
Friday.  
 
Have a great week and God Bless,  
Diana Carpenter, Volunteer JCCM 

The Six-cents-a-meal offering, collected 
on the 4th Sunday each month, goes to the  
Presbyterian Hunger Program. To contribute to 
this  offering please note on memo line: hunger 
offering. Thank you.  

2021- Let's Journey  through the Bible Togeth-
er! Congregational Bible Reading. In 2021, we 
will endeavor to read the  Bible together!  Using 
the plan provided in the link below, we will take 
advantage of a plan produced by Navigators, 
and organization committed to deeper Chris-
tian discipleship.  We encourage everyone to 
participate. 
https://www.navigators.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf  Online giving helps 

you to bring your  
offering before God. 
In addition to the   
no-fee Facebook 

donations and nominal fee Paypal  service, we set 
up  online giving  through the  Presbyterian Foun-
dation.  Money  donated via any of these services 
gets deposited to our church bank account. 
By going through the Foundation, the fee they 
charge actually helps the  mission of their organi-
zation, which is to help Presbyterian churches to 
be excellent stewards of their gifts and resources. 
The exciting part about working with the founda-
tion is that we are able to use a mobile app that is 
connected to our account. The app is called Give 
Plus (created by Vanco) and you can find it at the 
Google Play Store if you have an android  device 
or you may find the app in the Apple app store by 
searching for “Give Plus.” The great part about the 
Give Plus app is that you can set up for weekly, 
monthly or one time  giving! If you have any ques-
tions, please contact the church  office. Thank 
you. 

Want to help make a dif-
ference while you shop in 
the    Amazon app, at no 
extra cost to you? Simply  
follow the instructions 

below to select "Charles Town Presbyterian 
Church" as your charity and activate  Ama-
zonSmile in the app. They'll donate a portion of 
your eligible mobile app purchases to us.  How 
it works:  
1. Open the Amazon app on your phone  
2. Select the main menu (=) & tap on 
"AmazonSmile" within Programs & Features  
3. Select "Charles Town Presbyterian Church" 
as your charity  
4. Follow the on-screen instructions to activate 
AmazonSmile in the mobile app  

Weekly Congregational Giving:  
Needed to Meet Expenses Budget: 
$6,934 
Sunday’s Receipts for July 4th:  

$4,350; On-Line Giving—$837; Special Offerings: 
Sunday School—$39; Hunger—$50; Loose—$38. 

 

Checks can be mailed to:   
CTPC, PO Box 89, Charles Town, WV 
25414  
         
For electronic  giving,  please 
scan here:    

The flower chart is available     
for sign up. Available dates:    
July 18, 25;   August 8, 22, 29;      
September 12, 19, 26; October 
10, 17, 31;   November 14, 21, 
28. Sign up  by calling church   
office at 304-725-5316, or by 
email at ctpres@ctpres.org. 
Please take flowers with you  
following  worship.  

https://www.navigators.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf
https://www.navigators.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf

