July 16– July 29,
2021

MUSINGS...

by Pastor John Bethard

Let me begin with a reminder in case it is not clear – this is a two-week
edition of the newsletter. Our secretary, Rebecca, is taking well-deserved
time off next week, so be sure to reread this newsletter next week for information related to the coming week.
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For the past several months, I have had excruciating pain in my right
shoulder, which is my dominant shoulder/arm/hand. I went to an orthopedist, which unsurprisingly led to physical therapy (PT). I have been in PT for
almost a month now, and I am slowly making progress.
Last week, the most fascinating thing happened. I had PT on Thursday, and
afterwards I was typically sore. On Friday, though, I had full range of motion
and no pain. On Saturday, however, I sensed some of that pain creeping
back into the injured area. On Sunday, it was little worse. On Monday, as I
did my at-home exercises, it seemed worse than the day before. As disappointing as this is, it is also not a surprise. When our bodies live with an
injury a long time, when we make healing progress, it is not long after that
our bodies attempt to revert to the familiar, although the change brought on
by the PT was healthy.
For the past couple of months, we have been slowly emerging from the
pandemic. One of the impacts of the pandemic and the fact that we had to
close in-person activities for so long, is that we have been slow to come back
to worship and Sunday School. This is a concerning development. Prior to
the pandemic, the session was looking forward, hoping that 2020 was going
to be a year of setting long-term goals aimed at expanding our mission and
ministries. The pandemic changed that for us. Emerging from lock-down
mode has a created a sense of urgency – there are fewer people in the pews,
and less young people and young families than we would like. And like a
body dealing with an injury, we seem to be reverting to what we did ten and
twenty years ago as an attempt to draw people (back) to our church.
Some of the ministries and activities we did as a church decades ago were
very good, and we should attempt to, as it were, resurrect them. But if we
want to reach the current generation of young people, we cannot hope to do
so reverting solely to things we did in the past. That is not always the healthiest option. If we are serious about wanting to reach the current generation
of young people, we must do so keeping what we deem as important, but we
must also be willing to invest in the work and ideas needed to reach them. In
other words, we must be willing to be flexible and even change some of what
we do in order for CTPC to grow. To simply revert to the past will only
continue to keep us protracted and stuck where we are.
I hope all who read this will join in praying with the session and I as we seek
God’s guidance for how we move forward. After all, we do all of this for
God’s glory.
Peace,
John

Sunday @ CTPC

Celebrations this week
July Birthdays

Bryan LaVallee

Samantha Fulbright

Rosalyn LaVallee

Jim Leathers

Gary Scott

Alyse Low

Doyle Criswell

Robert Puster

Chris Damm

Harry Puster

Katherine Hunt

Jonathan Burns

July Anniversaries

Patsy White

John & Diane Mayhew

10:30am-Worship Celebration FaceBook

For a complete listing of all of the
church activities, please click here.

You can listen to Pastor Johns’
sermon here:
https://soundcloud.com/john-bethard

Judy Hockman
As the church gets busier, this is a great time to
review your contact information on file with the
church office. Even if you think your information is up to date, please review your listing.
It is my observation, that as I try to contact
someone, often there is an omission or error.
Along with the newsletter mailing, you will receive the latest
directory. Please review this and make sure it is correct and
complete. You can make changes directly with servant keeper
or notify the church office via email or phone. An updated
directory will then be sent out the end of July so please attend
to this promptly. If you update with servant keeper, we have
an added feature that allows you to upload a photo. We have
several new folks, and this can be a helpful tool to acquaint all
of us. Rebecca is available at 304-725-5316 or rkaetzel@ctpres.org.
—Diane Mayhew, Stewardship & Vision Committee

Our Christian
sympathy is extended to Bob & Sue
Back on the passing
of their daughter,
Barbara Village, this
past week. May God
bless those who grieve.

Save the date!
We are planning
a very special
worship service
on Sunday,
August 29th.
More information forthcoming. Hope to see you there!

CTPC Zoom Meetings next
two weeks (The Zoom meetings below are always the same info)
The Faithweavers has a blended Su nday School class w ith in per son and vir tu al
options. The class is studying Ephesians by Eric C. Redmond in the Knowing the Bible
Series. Please come as you are. We will space out as much as possible. All are invited and
welcome! Log into Zoom and join Meeting ID. 789 5479 7659 and Password 8ZFCtT. For more
information, contact mkursey@gmail.com.
Session, Tuesday, July 20
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/91075223945?pwd=UXd3ejJOeks4K3VuQnY0bjdZSzRUQT09.
Meeting ID: 910 7522 3945, Passcode: Elder
Worship and Music Committee, Monday, July 26
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/91579463324?pwd=dmdUWmJzN3JTc05DQThGNmFPdVBpZz09.
Meeting ID: 915 7946 3324, Passcode: 551722

MUSIC NOTES

from Miss Penny

Attitude of Gratitude!

Weekly Congregational Giving:
Needed to Meet Expenses Budget:
$6,934
Sunday’s Receipts for July 11th:
$2,900; Special Offerings: Sunday School—$28;
Help Fund—$200; Loose—$18, Facility Use—$20
Checks can be mailed to:
CTPC, PO Box 89, Charles Town, WV 25414
For electronic giving, please
scan here:

Online giving helps you to
bring your offering before
God. In addition to the
no-fee Facebook donations
and nominal fee Paypal service, we set up online
giving through the Presbyterian Foundation.
Money donated via any of these services
gets deposited to our church bank account.
By going through the Foundation, the fee they
charge actually helps the mission of their organization, which is to help Presbyterian churches to
be excellent stewards of their gifts and resources.
The exciting part about working with the foundation is that we are able to use a mobile app that is
connected to our account. The app is called Give
Plus (created by Vanco) and you can find it at the
Google Play Store if you have an android device
or you may find the app in the Apple app store by
searching for “Give Plus.” The great part about the
Give Plus app is that you can set up for weekly,
monthly or one time giving! If you have any questions, please contact the church office. Thank
you.
The flower chart is available for sign
up. Available dates: August 8, 22, 29;
September 12, 19, 26; October 10, 17, 31;
November 14, 21, 28. Sign up by calling
church office at 304-725-5316, or by
email at ctpres@ctpres.org. Please take
flowers with you following worship.

The Six-cents-a-meal offering, co llected
on the 4th Sunday each month, goes to the
Presbyterian Hunger Program. To contribute to
this offering please note on memo line: hunger
offering. Thank you.
2021- Let's Journey through the Bible Together! Congregational Bible Reading. In 2021, we
will endeavor to read the Bible together! Using
the plan provided in the link below, we will take
advantage of a plan produced by Navigators,
and organization committed to deeper
Christian discipleship. We encourage everyone
to participate.
https://www.navigators.org/wpcontent/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf
Want to help make a
difference while you
shop in the Amazon
app, at no extra cost to
you? Simply follow the
instructions below to select "Charles Town
Presbyterian Church" as your charity and activate AmazonSmile in the app. They'll donate a
portion of your eligible mobile app purchases to
us. How it works:
1. Open the Amazon app on your phone
2. Select the main menu (=) & tap on
"AmazonSmile" within Programs & Features
3. Select "Charles Town Presbyterian Church"
as your charity
4. Follow the on-screen instructions to activate
AmazonSmile in the mobile app
JCCM Food Pantry needs. Any assistance would be greatly appreciated:
hamburger, hot dogs, paper towels,
regular coffee, canned meats (spam, ham, tuna,
chicken), sugar, microwave meals, shelf stable
milk, pancake mix, jelly, saltine crackers, rice/
pasta sides, instant mashed potatoes, deodorant, conditioner, razors/shaving cream. Donations may be dropped off at JCCM 9am-Noon,
Monday—Friday. Have a great week and God
Bless, Diana Carpenter, Volunteer JCCM

As many of us take time away from the normal routines of
life with a vacation or just a respite pause, take time to enjoy
and reflect on the blessings and wonderful things God has
provided. Be safe and remember the Creator. Happy Summer.

