
 

MUSINGS...                    by Pastor John Bethard 
   

August 6-12, 2021 
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Over the past two weeks, it’s become obvious that we are still dealing with 
the pandemic.  There are two issues facing all of us.  The first is the Delta 
variant.  In various places throughout the country, this fast-spreading variant 
of Covid-19 is causing a steep rise in cases and filling hospitals.  This is mak-
ing all of us nervous about the prospect of more mask mandates and clo-
sures.  None of us wants that, and yet, such scenarios seem possible.  We are 
only one county away from the largest caseload in West Virginia.  Not know-
ing what’s coming next is making many of us feel more anxious than usual. 

 

That anxiety is in addition to anxiety that has never really gone away since all 
of this started in 2020. When the pandemic began, we all had to suddenly 
change habits.  Any time we do something new, whether it is good or bad, it 
creates anxiety in us, for we do not know what to expect.  We have main-
tained a high level of anxiety since the pandemic began.  Things were con-
stantly changing as we learned more about the virus, as vaccines became 
available, etc.  As the pandemic appeared to be winding down, we might ex-
pect the anxiety to wind down, as well.  It did not.  We spent nearly eighteen 
months doing all kinds of “new” things; when we were suddenly facing the 
lifting of mask mandates and the opening of businesses and activities, the 
anxiety went up, not down.  We could go out, but was it safe?  How do I know 
if someone has been vaccinated?  What if I get Covid despite things being 
safe? 

 

Anxiety is exhausting.  It can also distract us from trusting God. 

 

In Philippians 4:4-7, we read these words, “Rejoice in the Lord always; 
again I will say, rejoice. Let your reasonableness be known to every-
one. The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in every-
thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understand-
ing, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”   

 

Several things happen in these verses. First, attitude.  Paul encourages us to 
find joy in what God is doing.  This ongoing practice of focusing on that for 
which we should give God thanks shapes us in way that is obvious to every-
one.  It is a witness to the power of God.  Second, it gives us an awareness of 
God, and that should temper our anxiety. And when we are anxious, we are 
to go to God in prayer with every single one our concerns.  And we have had 
plenty of concerns throughout this pandemic.  Finally, doing those things 
brings a peace that can only come from God. 

 

If we are feeling anxious – and many of us are and have been for some time – 
we must pause, give thanks to God, and bring our concerns to God, who will 
then give us peace as we go through whatever we are facing. 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor John 



Celebrations this week 

August Birthdays 

Mike Kursey 

Brittany Moreland 

Debra Low 

Jeannette Tabb 

Ann Workman 

 

 

 

 

          Sunday @ CTPC 

10:30am-Worship Celebration FaceBook  

For a complete listing of all of the 
church activities, please click here. 

You can listen to Pastor Johns’  
sermon  here:  

https://soundcloud.com/john-bethard 

 

CTPC Zoom Meetings this week    
(The Zoom meetings below are always the same info) 

 
The Faithweavers has a blended Sunday School class w ith in  person and virtual         
options. The class is studying Ephesians by Eric C. Redmond in the Knowing the Bible                      
Series. Please come as you are.  We will space out as much as possible.  All are invited and              
welcome!  Log into Zoom and join Meeting ID. 789 5479 7659 and Password 8ZFCtT.  For more    
information, contact mkursey@gmail.com.   

 

Save the date!  

We are planning  a very special  worship service on Sunday,  August 
29th. More information forthcoming. Hope to see you there! 

 
Yokefellows BBQ Pork/Chicken dinner 

Saturday, October 23, 2021 
4:30-7:00 pm 

   
Get your tickets now from any Yokefellow and plan to join us on Saturday, October 23, 4:30-7:00 
pm, for  fresh pork/chicken BBQ, slaw, mac & cheese, baked bean, desserts, and drinks provided. 
Tickets: $15.00 adults; $7.00 children under 12 years; Free children under 3 years. Donations ap-
preciated.  

Missionary Visit. Michael Sander, 
one of the missionaries we support,            
is coming to CTPC on Wednesday, August 
18th. All are welcome. We will meet           
in the Yokefellows room at 7:00pm.                  

Refreshments will be provided. 

https://www.facebook.com/CharlesTownPresbyterian
mailto:ctpres@ctpres.org
https://www.paypal.com/us/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_flow&SESSION=RoyqxS6Sqfn-O5-1O-yfRSD7X5afGkKIufKE7V9Ncw5nPTXZHw7K3o9-jey&dispatch=5885d80a13c0db1f8e263663d3faee8da8649a435e198e44a05ba053bc68d12e
http://www.ctpres.org/events-calendar
https://soundcloud.com/john-bethard
mailto:mkursey@gmail.com


                                 MUSIC NOTES   from Miss Penny 

Attitude of Gratitude!  
“This Is the Day” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 118:24 

This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

 

I was at a loss what to write about this week, and then Chris’ alarm clock sounded off at 5am. 
So at 5am my thoughts started traveling through my pre-dawn brain… 

1. What do we call it an “alarm” clock? 

2. Why would we choose to wake up in a state of alarm? 

3. Is this the way God wants us to awaken? 

Merriam Webster tells us that “Today we usually think of an alarm as a loud noise that 
awakes us or warns us of danger. Its first use, however, was in Italy as a call to arms to sol-
diers.” 

In a current world filled with “alarm”, I have some new ideas for the alarm clock! 

Firstly, let’s rename it! If you want to have an attitude of gratitude and a happy heart you 
can’t start your day alarmed. One suggestion would be to set your clock for your “time to    
rejoice”! 

Second, if you’re savvy with technology, program your awakening devise to play songs of    
rejoicing and thanks to wake you up! 

Third, and my favorite! I would awaken to someone with a voice like Sam Elliot telling me: 
“This is the day that the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it”! 

 

Please stay safe and well! 

 

Blessings, Penny 



 
 
 
 



JCCM Food Pantry needs. Any assis-
tance would be greatly  appreciated: 
hamburger, hot dogs, paper towels, 

regular coffee, canned meats (spam, ham, tuna, 
chicken), sugar,    microwave meals, shelf stable 
milk, pancake mix, jelly, saltine crackers, rice/
pasta sides, instant mashed potatoes, deodor-
ant, conditioner, razors/shaving cream. Dona-
tions may be dropped off at JCCM 9am-Noon, 
Monday—Friday. Have a great week and God 
Bless, Diana Carpenter, Volunteer JCCM 

The Six-cents-a-meal offering, collected 
on the 4th Sunday each month, goes to the  
Presbyterian Hunger Program. To contribute to 
this  offering please note on memo line: hunger 
offering. Thank you.  

2021- Let's Journey  through the Bible Togeth-
er! Congregational Bible Reading. In 2021, we 
will endeavor to read the  Bible together!  Using 
the plan provided in the link below, we will take 
advantage of a plan produced by Navigators, 
and organization committed to deeper        
Christian discipleship.  We encourage everyone 
to participate. 
https://www.navigators.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf  Online giving helps you to 

bring your  offering before 
God. In addition to the   
no-fee Facebook donations 

and nominal fee Paypal  service, we set up  online 
giving  through the  Presbyterian Foundation.  
Money  donated via any of these services 
gets deposited to our church bank account. 
By going through the Foundation, the fee they 
charge actually helps the  mission of their organi-
zation, which is to help Presbyterian churches to 
be excellent stewards of their gifts and resources. 
The exciting part about working with the founda-
tion is that we are able to use a mobile app that is 
connected to our account. The app is called Give 
Plus (created by Vanco) and you can find it at the 
Google Play Store if you have an android  device 
or you may find the app in the Apple app store by 
searching for “Give Plus.” The great part about the 
Give Plus app is that you can set up for weekly, 
monthly or one time  giving! If you have any ques-
tions, please contact the church  office. Thank 
you. 

Want to help make a 
difference while you 
shop in the    Amazon 
app, at no extra cost to 
you? Simply  follow the 

instructions below to select "Charles Town 
Presbyterian Church" as your charity and acti-
vate  AmazonSmile in the app. They'll donate a 
portion of your eligible mobile app purchases to 
us.  How it works:  
1. Open the Amazon app on your phone  
2. Select the main menu (=) & tap on 
"AmazonSmile" within Programs & Features  
3. Select "Charles Town Presbyterian Church" 
as your charity  
4. Follow the on-screen instructions to activate 
AmazonSmile in the mobile app  

Weekly Congregational Giving:  
Needed to Meet Expenses Budget: 
$6,934 
Sunday’s Receipts :  $6,665; Special 

Offerings:  Sunday School—425; Loose—$5; Help 
Fund—$160;  Hunger—$83; JCCM—$5 

Checks can be mailed to:   
CTPC, PO Box 89, Charles Town, WV 
2541 
         
For electronic  giving,  please 
scan here:    

The flower chart is available for sign 
up. Available dates: August 22, 29;  Sep-
tember 12, 19, 26; October 10, 17, 31;   
November 14, 21, 28. Sign up  by calling 
church   office at 304-725-5316, or by 
email at ctpres@ctpres.org. Please take 
flowers with you following  worship.  

https://www.navigators.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf
https://www.navigators.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf

