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Celebration of Faithfulness 

 
By now, everyone receiving this newsletter should understand what the 
“Celebration of Faithfulness” worship service is.  On Sunday we will gather to 
hear stories of how people in our congregation have responded to God’s 
faithfulness with a challenge for each of us to consider our own faithfulness. 
This is a unique and exciting way for us to approach stewardship.  And since 
this is about stewardship, I thought I would use my newsletter column to  
review what stewardship is in the life of a Christian. 
 
The best way to understand stewardship is to think of it as a response to 
what God has done for us in Christ Jesus.  Imagine you are walking down the 
street, and gunfire erupts.  A complete stranger takes a bullet for you.  If that 
happened to me, I know I would feel indebted, and I would probably shower 
that person with all the gifts and honor I could.  How much more so should 
we do that for Christ, who, as God the Son, gave his life that we would not 
have to bear the penalty for our sins.  Should we not give everything we can 
to so generous a God? 
 
Stewardship has often been split into three categories: Time, talent, treasure.  
Time can be a tricky matter for those who work long hours or have a long 
commute. Nevertheless, we all must be willing to give time to the work of 
making disciples and sharing the Good News.  If we don’t give time to the 
work of Christ, nothing happens, and nothing changes.  Talents are both the 
gifts and abilities we have honed and practiced, but also spiritual gifts     
manifested by the Holy Spirit to equip us for specific ministry in His Church.  
Imagine getting a birthday gift from your closest friend but never opening it.  
That gift we would be meaningless.  We must take time to learn about and 
pray for the spiritual gifts God gives us to use for His glory.  And finally, 
treasure.  We all hate when the church or the pastor asks for money.  So here 
is another way to think about all of this:  It all belongs to God anyway.  It’s 
his!  Yes, the scriptures encourage giving a tithe, or ten percent of our         
resources for God’s work, but the purpose of that is about us, and not God.  
When we give much, we learn better how to rely on God, which in turn,   
deepens our faith.  Isn’t that the point?  To be closer to Christ?  Faithful,    
sacrificial stewardship is the key to that closeness. 
 
As we head into this weekend and think about stewardship, I want to          
encourage all of us to pray this prayer: 
 
Lord, everything I have is yours.  Show me who to serve, how to serve, and 
where to serve. Help me learn about the gifts and resources You have given 
me, and help me to be faithful with my time, talents, and treasure.  Where I 
am afraid, calm my fears.  Help me rely on you, and to give and serve in a 
way that cause me to trust you more. Amen. 
 
 
Blessings, 
 
 
Pastor John 



Celebrations this week 

August Birthdays 

Debbie Henshaw 

Bill Whitacre 

August Anniversaries 

Tim & Connie Casserly 

Thane & Laura Van  

     Zomeren 

September Birthdays 

Emily Pizzuti 

Allen Rogers 

 

 

 

          Sunday @ CTPC 

10:30am-Worship Celebration FaceBook  

For a complete listing of all of the 
church activities, please click here. 

You can listen to Pastor Johns’  
sermon  here:  

https://soundcloud.com/john-bethard 

Mission and Outreach— Friendship Ministry Meals. We are continu-
ing to serve meals on the first Saturday of each month. We are packaging  meals to take 
out since there is still a Covid threat. The numbers vary month to month but the aver-
age is thirty meals each Saturday. The deacons are scheduled for September4th, George 
Tabb and Jason Mullen’s for October 2nd,  the Yokefellow Sunday school class for     

November 6th, and Marsha Dibbern and Patsy White for December 4th.  If you would like to host a 
meal for 2022, please let the Mission and Outreach team know. Call Patsy White (304-725-8058) or 
Kathy Donadio (703-403-9189). If you would like to help by donating food items or fixing a dish 
please let us know.  Many in our community count on this evening meal and it may be the only food 
they have that day. If we all pitch in and help it makes the meal very enjoyable. It is one small way to 
be a good steward. We hope that you can help in any way that you can. (Water, cookies, chips, fruit)  

Yokefellows BBQ Pork/Chicken dinner 
Saturday, October 23, 2021, 4:30-7:00 pm 

Get your tickets now from any Yokefellow and plan to join us on Saturday,  October 23, 
4:30-7:00 pm, for  fresh pork/chicken BBQ, slaw, mac & cheese, baked bean, desserts, and 

drinks provided. Tickets: $15.00 adults; $7.00 children under 12 years; Free children under 3 years. 
Donations  appreciated.  

CTPC Zoom Meetings this week          
(The Zoom meetings below are always the same info) 

The Faithweavers has a blended Sunday School class w ith in  person 
and virtual options. The class is studying Ephesians by Eric C. Redmond in the Knowing the Bible 
Series. Please come as you are.  We will space out as much as possible. All are invited and wel-
come!  Log into Zoom and join Meeting ID. 789 5479 7659 and Password 8ZFCtT.  For more infor-
mation, contact mkursey@gmail.com.   

Weekly Bible Study. As Bible study w ound dow n at the end of spr ing this year , w e 
talked about changing the meeting time.  Some of the attendees are involved in the music ministry, 
and those rehearsals are usually Wednesday evening.  We are going to try meeting at a new time, 
and the study will continue to meet via Zoom.  Our new time will be 4pm on Wednesdays, beginning 
September 22.  We are studying the book of Ezekiel, and all are welcome to join us. 

Christian Education Sunday. On Sunday, Septem ber  12, w e w ill highlight our  Sunday 
School ministry in worship. We will celebrate this ministry and pray for our teachers and classes as 
we begin a new school year.  We are blessed with so many great teachers and classes, and it is appro-
priate for us to thank God for this ministry, and to seek God’s blessing on the year ahead. 

https://www.facebook.com/CharlesTownPresbyterian
mailto:ctpres@ctpres.org
https://www.paypal.com/us/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_flow&SESSION=RoyqxS6Sqfn-O5-1O-yfRSD7X5afGkKIufKE7V9Ncw5nPTXZHw7K3o9-jey&dispatch=5885d80a13c0db1f8e263663d3faee8da8649a435e198e44a05ba053bc68d12e
http://www.ctpres.org/events-calendar
https://soundcloud.com/john-bethard
mailto:mkursey@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are cordially invited  

To join us on Sunday, August 29 at 10:30am for 

A Celebration of Faithfulness! 
A service of hymns, songs and testimonies  

Celebrating God’s faithfulness! 

We hope you are able to join us as we recount God’s faithfulness to CTPC  

and how we can respond in the  coming year 

A light reception will follow on the church lawn 

 

Recently the congregation received a mailing with 2022 pledge cards and an informational sheet 
concerning the  ministries of our church.  We will be  accepting the returned pledge cards through 
September 15.  Cards may be returned either by mail or in person to the church office or deposited in 
the gold box near the front of the sanctuary on Sundays.  The informational sheet concerning the 
ministries of our church is meant as a starting point as to how members may share their gifts and     
talents.  Often folks wait to be invited to join a ministry, yet committee chairs are not always aware 
of what may interest an individual.  Please take time to review the listing and seek where the Lord 
may be leading you for 2022 ministry involvement.  All of us must pray that God will show us where 
he wants us to serve in and strengthen His Church.  Thank you for your commitment to Charles 
Town Presbyterian Church.  

                          BE SURE TO WRITE YOUR NAME ON PLEDGE CARD. 



                                 MUSIC NOTES   from Miss Penny 

Attitude of Gratitude!  
“Love In Action” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 John 3:18 
“Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth.” 
 
Many months ago I wrote about “Love In Action” and this is the perfect time to revisit it. 
 
This Sunday is our Stewardship Sunday and our special worship service with lessons and 
carols on faithfulness. As we examine our hearts and pray about ministry opportunities, may 
you be called to live every ministry with “Love In Action”. Let anything and everything you 
do, be done in love for our Lord and love for others. 
 
Our music ministry is “Love In Action”. From our music selection’s, the instruments we play 
and the voices we raise, we love the Lord and we love others. The pandemic changed our way 
of doing things and we won’t be going full steam until this Delta variant subsides, but music 
ministry has room for you! 
 
Stay safe and well! Please wear a mask when in an indoor setting and love like Jesus! 
 
Blessings, Penny 
 



 
 
 
 
 



The Six-cents-a-meal offering, collected 
on the 4th Sunday each month, goes to the  
Presbyterian Hunger Program. To contribute to 
this  offering please note on memo line: hunger 
offering. Thank you.  

2021- Let's Journey  through the Bible Togeth-
er! Congregational Bible Reading. In 2021, we 
will endeavor to read the  Bible together!  Using 
the plan provided in the link below, we will take 
advantage of a plan produced by Navigators, 
and organization committed to deeper        
Christian discipleship.  We encourage everyone 
to participate. 
https://www.navigators.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf  

Online giving helps 
you to bring your  of-
fering before God. In 
addition to the   no-
fee Facebook dona-

tions and nominal fee Paypal  service, we set up  
online giving  through the  Presbyterian Founda-
tion.  Money  donated via any of these services 
gets deposited to our church bank account. 
By going through the Foundation, the fee they 
charge actually helps the  mission of their organi-
zation, which is to help Presbyterian churches to 
be excellent stewards of their gifts and resources. 
The exciting part about working with the founda-
tion is that we are able to use a mobile app that is 
connected to our account. The app is called Give 
Plus (created by Vanco) and you can find it at the 
Google Play Store if you have an android  device 
or you may find the app in the Apple app store by 
searching for “Give Plus.” The great part about the 
Give Plus app is that you can set up for weekly, 
monthly or one time  giving! If you have any ques-
tions, please contact the church  office. Thank 
you. 

Want to help make a 
difference while you 
shop in the    Amazon 
app, at no extra cost to 
you? Simply  follow the 

instructions below to select "Charles Town 
Presbyterian Church" as your charity and acti-
vate  AmazonSmile in the app. They'll donate a 
portion of your eligible mobile app purchases to 
us.  How it works:  
1. Open the Amazon app on your phone  
2. Select the main menu (=) & tap on 
"AmazonSmile" within Programs & Features  
3. Select "Charles Town Presbyterian Church" 
as your charity  
4. Follow the on-screen instructions to activate 
AmazonSmile in the mobile app  

Weekly Congregational Giving:  
Needed to Meet Expenses Budget: 
$6,934 
Sunday’s Receipts: $980; On Line 

Giving: $306; Special Offerings:  Sunday School—
$58; Hunger—$40; Friendship Ministry Meals 
donation—$140 

Checks can be mailed to:   

CTPC, PO Box 89, Charles Town, WV 2541 
         
For electronic  giving,  please 
scan here:    
 

 

The flower chart is available     
for sign up. Available dates:        
September 19, 26; October 10, 17, 
31;   November 14, 21, 28. Sign up  
by calling church   office    at   
304-725-5316, or by email at 
ctpres@ctpres.org. Please  take 
flowers with you following      
worship.  

JCCM Food  Pantry needs.  Any 
assistance would   be greatly       
appreciated:  hamburger, hot 
dogs,     paper towels, regular cof-
fee, canned meats  (spam,  ham, 

tuna, chicken), sugar,  microwave meals, shelf 
stable milk, pancake mix, jelly, saltine crackers, 
rice/pasta sides, instant mashed potatoes, deo-
dorant, shampoo & conditioner, toothpaste, 
dish soap, laundry detergent dry cat and dog 
food. Donations may be dropped off at JCCM 
9am-Noon, Monday—Friday. Have     a great 
week and God Bless, Diana Carpenter, Volun-
teer JCCM 

August 29th is 5th Sunday. The Loose  
offering will go to the Pastor’s Help Fund. 
Thank you.  

https://www.navigators.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf
https://www.navigators.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf

