
 

MUSINGS...                    by Pastor John Bethard 
   

October 1 –7, 
2021 
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Pastors traditionally read quite a bit. We do this because we are always     
concerned with theological insights and concepts, which directly effects how 
we teach and lead in our congregations. But we also need to stay connected 
to what is happening in our culture, and to that end, we spend some time  
engaged in reading about culture and even exegeting other media to learn 
how the world around us is changing and thinking. 
 
One of the books I recently started is Strange Rites: New Religions for a God-
less World, by Tara Isabella Burton. This is a fascinating book about how 
Millenials and the younger generations perceive religion. By and large, they 
are not interested in traditional religious expression and institutions. That 
one insight alone makes the outreach work of any traditional church even 
harder. But the reasons this is happening are remarkably interesting. First, 
younger generations are more progressive than their parents and           
grandparents. Even for progressive congregations, this is concerning,         
because , like their conservative counterparts, progressive congregations 
preach a saving Christ who demands selflessness of his followers, and that 
idea does not always sit well with young people. Their disillusionment with 
the traditional Church has led to a mass exodus, with many of them becom-
ing “nones,” or “remixed” (a term Burton uses to describe people who have 
all the markers of religious devotion around a topic, person, or idea they     
follow). Second, the rise of the internet has changed so much. People can 
stay home while they connect with their “tribe.”  Facebook is a notable exam-
ple of this. Anyone who has joined a Facebook group for a common passion, 
like fitness, cooking, reading, movies, etc., is connecting with “their people,” 
all from the comfort of their living room. People don’t have to go places, like 
church, to develop meaningful relationships. 
 
I have not yet finished this book, and it is admittedly challenging. Like most 
people, I have trouble keeping up with how fast the world is changing. But 
what we cannot do, as followers of Christ in this particular time and place, is 
think that what we’ve always done will bring people to faith in Christ (and 
often we think if we just do it harder, next time, it will work). We must pray 
about how we can respond and engage in ways that are sensitive to the 
changes in the world while remaining faithful to Christ and his gospel.  
 
We are called to go and make disciples. May God give us guidance and       
wisdom as we seek to reach people with the Good News! 
 
Blessings, 
 
 
Pastor John   



Celebrations this week 

October  Birthdays 

Tim Casserly 

Sharon Criswell 

Brooklyn Farmer 

Hoyle Fulbright 

Michelle Hart 

Jackson Smith 

Evan Longerbeam 

October Anniversaries 

Jonathan & Vicki Burns 

 

 

          Sunday @ CTPC 

10:30am-Worship Celebration            
FaceBook  

For a complete listing of all of the 
church activities, please click here. 

CTPC 
Zoom 
Meetings 
this week    

(The Zoom meetings below are always the same info) 

 
The Faithweavers has a blended Sunday School 
class with in person and virtual options. The class is stud-
ying Ephesians by Eric C. Redmond in the Knowing the 
Bible Series. Please come as you are.  We will space out as 
much as possible. All are invited and welcome!  Log into 
Zoom and join Meeting ID. 789 5479 7659 and Password 
8ZFCtT.  For more information, contact 
mkursey@gmail.com.   

 

Wednesday Afternoon Bible Study,  at 4:00pm . 
Topic: Charles Town Presbyterian Church Bible Study 
https://zoom.us/j/96202042739?pwd=ZWt5aUhJYlBOV
HJ0bE1RYmF0T2llQT09  
Meeting ID: 962 0204 2739                    Passcode: 021517 

Weekly Bible Study. 
As Bible study wound 
down at the end of 
spring this year, we 
talked about changing 
the meeting time.  

Some of the attendees are involved in 
the music ministry, and those rehears-
als are usually Wednesday evening.  We 
are going to try meeting at a new time, 
and the study will continue to meet via 
Zoom.  Our new time will be 4pm on 
Wednesdays, beginning September 22.  
We are studying the book of Ezekiel, 
and all are welcome to join us. 

A memorial service for  
Jean Dorsey will be held this 
Saturday, October 2nd, at 
1:00pm. All are welcome to 
attend. 

New Officer Training. Pastor  John will be leading 
new officer training for those officers beginning their 
terms in 2022.  Sessions will be held in the parlor follow-
ing worship on   October 10 (immediately after congrega-
tional meeting ), October 17, and     October 24. 

The session has called for a congregational meeting on 
Sunday, October 10, following worship, for the purpose of 
nominating Tommy Morgan to serve the  remainder of 
the deacon term vacated by Frank Donadio. If elected, 
Tommy will begin serving in January. 

https://www.facebook.com/CharlesTownPresbyterian
mailto:ctpres@ctpres.org
https://www.paypal.com/us/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_flow&SESSION=RoyqxS6Sqfn-O5-1O-yfRSD7X5afGkKIufKE7V9Ncw5nPTXZHw7K3o9-jey&dispatch=5885d80a13c0db1f8e263663d3faee8da8649a435e198e44a05ba053bc68d12e
http://www.ctpres.org/events-calendar
mailto:mkursey@gmail.com
https://zoom.us/j/96202042739?pwd=ZWt5aUhJYlBOVHJ0bE1RYmF0T2llQT09
https://zoom.us/j/96202042739?pwd=ZWt5aUhJYlBOVHJ0bE1RYmF0T2llQT09


                                 MUSIC NOTES   from Miss Penny 

                                          Attitude of Gratitude!  
 
 
 

Let there be peace on earth 
And let it begin with me 

Let There Be Peace on Earth 
The peace that was meant to be 

With God as our Father 
Brothers all are we 

Let me walk with my brother 
In perfect harmony. 

Let peace begin with me 
Let this be the moment now. 

With ev'ry step I take 
Let this be my solemn vow 

To take each moment and live 
Each moment in peace eternally 

Let there be peace on earth 
And let it begin with me 

 

 

 
Please stay safe and well. Wear a mask at indoor activities and love like Jesus! 
 
Blessings, Penny 

Yokefellows BBQ Pork/Chicken dinner 
Saturday, October 23, 2021, 4:30-7:00 pm 

                                               
Get your tickets now from any Yokefellow and plan to join us on Saturday,          
October 23, 4:30-7:00 pm, for  fresh pork/chicken BBQ, slaw, mac & cheese, 
baked bean, desserts, and drinks provided. Tickets: $15.00 adults; $7.00 chil-
dren under 12 years; Free children under 3 years. Donations  appreciated.  

Meals-on-Wheels fundraiser on Saturday, October 9, 9am-2pm, at 
CTPC parking lot. Country ham sandwiches $5.00, Soups– navy bean,  
vegetable beef, chicken noodle, pints only $3.00.  



 
 
 
 



The Six-cents-a-meal offering, collected 
on the 4th Sunday each month, goes to the  
Presbyterian Hunger Program. To contribute to 
this  offering please note on memo line: hunger 
offering. Thank you.  

2021- Let's Journey  through the Bible Togeth-
er! Congregational Bible Reading. In 2021, we 
will endeavor to read the  Bible together!  Using 
the plan provided in the link below, we will take 
advantage of a plan produced by Navigators, 
and organization committed to deeper        
Christian discipleship.  We encourage everyone 
to participate. 
https://www.navigators.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf  

Online giv-
ing helps 
you to 
bring your  
offering 
before God. 

In addition to the   no-fee Facebook donations 
and nominal fee Paypal  service, we set up  online 
giving  through the  Presbyterian Foundation.  
Money  donated via any of these services 
gets deposited to our church bank account. 
By going through the Foundation, the fee they 
charge actually helps the  mission of their organi-
zation, which is to help Presbyterian churches to 
be excellent stewards of their gifts and resources. 
The exciting part about working with the founda-
tion is that we are able to use a mobile app that is 
connected to our account. The app is called Give 
Plus (created by Vanco) and you can find it at the 
Google Play Store if you have an android  device 
or you may find the app in the Apple app store by 
searching for “Give Plus.” The great part about the 
Give Plus app is that you can set up for weekly, 
monthly or one time  giving! If you have any ques-
tions, please contact the church  office. Thank 
you. 

Want to help make a dif-
ference while you shop in 
the    Amazon app, at no 
extra cost to you? Simply  
follow the instructions be-

low to select "Charles Town Presbyterian 
Church" as your charity and activate  Ama-
zonSmile in the app. They'll donate a portion of 
your eligible mobile app purchases to us.  How 
it works:  
1. Open the Amazon app on your phone  
2. Select the main menu (=) & tap on 
"AmazonSmile" within Programs & Features  
3. Select "Charles Town Presbyterian Church" 
as your charity  
4. Follow the on-screen instructions to activate 
AmazonSmile in the mobile app  

Weekly Congregational 
Giving:  Needed to Meet     
Expenses Budget: $6,934 
Sunday’s Receipts: $2,245; 
Special Offerings: Sunday 
School—$56;Hunger—$20. 

Checks can be mailed to:   
CTPC, PO Box 89, Charles Town, WV 25414     
 
For electronic  giving,  please 
scan here:    
 

 

The flower chart is available  
for sign up. Available dates:       
October 10, 17, 31;  November 14, 
21, 28. Sign up  by calling church 
office at 304-725-5316, or by 
email at ctpres@ctpres.org. Please  
take flowers with you    following  
worship.  

JCCM Food  Pantry needs.  Any 
assistance would   be greatly ap-
preciated:  Hot dogs, Ground beef, 
Eggs, Regular coffee (not instant), 

Microwave meals, Canned chili with beans, 
Shelf Stable/powdered milk, Pancake mix, Jel-
ly, Rice/pasta sides, Boxed mashed potatoes, 
Flour, Powdered coffee creamer, Dish soap, 
Laundry detergent, Toothpaste, Deodorant , 
Shampoo/Conditioner, Body wash, Paper tow-
els, Cat and dog food.  
Thank you,  
Kari Dean, Food Pantry Coordinator 
Jefferson County Community Ministries 

https://www.navigators.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf
https://www.navigators.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf

