
 

MUSINGS...                    by Pastor John Bethard 
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I have greatly enjoyed my current message series, “Loving Others.”  I have 
received more feedback on this than on any other series I’ve preached.      
Loving others is hard, there is no doubt about it. Most of us, if we are honest, 
would love it if everyone thought and acted the way we want them to. But 
they don’t, do they? Each of us is different, for a whole host of reasons, and 
that is what makes loving others such a challenge. 

 

It is often said that the person teaching or preaching is the one who learns 
the most because of all the background preparation they must do to get 
ready. This has been absolutely the case for me in this series. When           
preparing, I have often found myself challenged, thinking, “Wow! I really 
need to do better on this!”  What is most interesting is that a close look at the 
many ways scripture encourages loving others also reveals that very often, 
the    people in the Bible struggled to get this right, and often ignored their 
neighbors altogether. Like our biblical forbears, we often need work on this 
issue, and especially so when we look at how divided we have become. 

 

We are about halfway through this series, and this week we will be              
considering the familiar parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10. Most of 
us know this parable:  a traveler is mugged and left for dead. A priest and a 
Levite pass him by, but a Samaritan stops and helps. There was bad blood 
between the Jews and the Samaritans, which I will explain in a little more 
depth on Sunday. The temptation for us, though, is to think that since this 
parable is familiar, we don’t need to pay close attention to it. 

 

This parable was one of the most controversial teachings Jesus ever gave. He 
is dealing head on with the issues of racism, xenophobia, and loving others 
regardless of personal misgivings. As we prepare to worship this Sunday, 
when it comes time to hear the Word and the message, I want to encourage 
each of us to ask God to show us what we need to learn from a parable many 
of us have heard teachings on countless times. Remember, the Word of God 
is described as living and active, and to that end, it is never, “one and done.”  
We don’t read something once and learn all we need to know. There is always 
something God will show us in scripture when we are listening for it. 

 

And yes, I am aware how uncomfortable many of the topics are in this series. 
But considering how angry, hateful, and divided people have become, it is 
well worth our time to step back and ask God to show us how to better love 
others. 

 

Blessings, 

 

Pastor John 



Celebrations this week 

October  Birthdays 

Conner Snook 

Roger Snook 

Katherine Burns 

Bing Crosby 

Stephanie Rossi 

Lillian Duncan 

Margaret Kursey 

Terri Mullens 

October Anniversaries 

Harry & Linda Puster 

 

 

          Sunday @ CTPC 

10:30am-Worship Celebration FaceBook  

For a complete listing of all of the 
church activities, please click here. 

CTPC 
Zoom 
Meetings 
this week    

(The Zoom meetings below are always the same info) 
 
The Faithweavers has a blended Sunday School 
class with in person and virtual options. The class is stud-
ying Ephesians by Eric C. Redmond in the Knowing the 
Bible Series. Please come as you are.  We will space out as 
much as possible. All are invited and welcome!  Log into 
Zoom and join Meeting ID. 789 5479 7659 and Password 
8ZFCtT.  For more information, contact 
mkursey@gmail.com.   

 

Deacons, Tuesday, October  12th 7:00pm  
https://zoom.us/j/94884146099?pwd=Wkx0UlNkSUMx
NENwSGRFcDJPeVlBQT09  
Meeting ID: 948 8414 6099           Passcode: 511274 
 

Wednesday Afternoon Bible Study,  at 4:00pm . 
Topic: Charles Town Presbyterian Church Bible Study 
https://zoom.us/j/96202042739?pwd=ZWt5aUhJYlBOV
HJ0bE1RYmF0T2llQT09  
Meeting ID: 962 0204 2739                    Passcode: 021517 

Yokefellows BBQ 
Pork/Chicken din-

ner 
Saturday, October 

23, 2021, 4:30-7:00 
pm                            

Get your tickets now from any Yokefel-
low and plan to join us on Saturday,          
October 23, 4:30-7:00 pm, for  fresh 
pork/chicken BBQ, slaw, mac & cheese, 
baked bean, desserts, and drinks pro-
vided. Tickets: $15.00 adults; $7.00 
children under 12 years; Free children 
under 3 years. Donations  appreciated.  

Meals-on-
Wheels    
fundraiser  
tomorrow,     
Saturday,       

October 9, 9am-2pm, at CTPC parking 
lot. Country ham sandwiches $5.00, 
Soups– navy bean,  vegetable beef, 
chicken noodle, pints only $3.00.  

New Officer Training. Pastor John 
will be leading new officer training      
for those officers beginning their terms 
in 2022.  Sessions will be held in the 
parlor following worship on October 10 
(immediately after congregational meet-
ing ), October 17, and October 24. 

The session has called for a congregational meeting  
this Sunday, October 10, following worship, for the      
purpose of nominating Tommy Morgan to serve the      
remainder of the deacon term vacated by Frank Donadio. 
If elected, Tommy will begin serving in January. 

Our Christian sympathy 
is extended to the family of 
Christopher “Cricky” Shultz 
who died September 28th. 
May God bless those who 
grieve. 

https://www.facebook.com/CharlesTownPresbyterian
mailto:ctpres@ctpres.org
https://www.paypal.com/us/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_flow&SESSION=RoyqxS6Sqfn-O5-1O-yfRSD7X5afGkKIufKE7V9Ncw5nPTXZHw7K3o9-jey&dispatch=5885d80a13c0db1f8e263663d3faee8da8649a435e198e44a05ba053bc68d12e
http://www.ctpres.org/events-calendar
mailto:mkursey@gmail.com
https://zoom.us/j/96202042739?pwd=ZWt5aUhJYlBOVHJ0bE1RYmF0T2llQT09
https://zoom.us/j/96202042739?pwd=ZWt5aUhJYlBOVHJ0bE1RYmF0T2llQT09


Let Your Light Shine! 

Our annual “Sock it to me” collection begins next Sunday, 
October 17th, and ends on November 21st.  We will be collect-
ing socks and tee shirts. There is always a need for men’s 
work socks. Donations may be placed in the basket at the 
front of the church or dropped off at the church office. For 
monetary donations, please write “sock it to me” on the 
memo line. Mission and Outreach team will be happy to shop for you. Cold 
weather is just around the corner and your donations will be gratefully received 
by JCCM and distributed to those in need. 

 

The Charles Town Christmas parade will be held on Saturday, December 4th. Four people have      
already signed up to help. If you are interested in helping please see or call Patsy White (304-725-
8058), Kathy Donadio (703-403-9189) or Diane Mayhew (304-535-2409). Come out and join the 
fun!  

 

The 2022 calendar for Friendship Ministry Meals is beginning to fill up. So far April, October and 
November are covered. Please let us know if you can host a month. Our committee will help you with 
the menu and details if you would like us to help you.  

 

Hebrews 13:16—“And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God 
is pleased.” 

 

We love you! Mission and Outreach Committee 

Stewardship Notes: 
Although we tend to emphasize stewardship in the fall, we all       
realize that this is an ongoing process. This year there were several 
personal stories shared which emphasize the special relationships 
we have with Christ. Stewardship is a process through which we 
grow and deepen our faith walk. Pledge cards for many of us are a 

tool to help keep us on the path and bring to our attention the needs of the Body of Christ.  

This year we can report that the pledge amount was increased by 4%. We received pledges from    
several members that had not previously pledged. The pandemic has folks on edge and uncertainty 
hinders our confidence. Yet just as Christ can multiply the loaves and fish, we too can be confident 
that He will bring us through this time of concerns. Thank you for your continued support of the 
church budget and mission. We cannot move forward without the hands, feet, and personal faith 
spirit of our members.     

—Diane Mayhew, Stewardship & Vision 



                                 MUSIC NOTES   from Miss Penny 

Attitude of Gratitude!  
                                                “I Speak Jesus” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This week I share the lyrics of a song that found me. “I Speak Jesus” is a song by Darlene Zschech 
and Here Be Lions. 

I just want to speak the name of Jesus 
Over every heart and every mind 

'Cause I know there is peace within your presence 
I speak Jesus 

I just want to speak the name of Jesus 
Till every dark addiction starts to break 

Declaring there is hope and there is freedom 
I speak Jesus 

'Cause your name is power 
Your name is healing 

Your name is life 
Break every stronghold 

Shine through the shadows 
Burn like a fire 

I just want to speak the name of Jesus 
Over fear and all anxiety 

To every soul held captive by depression 
I speak Jesus 

Your name is power 
Your name is healing 

Your name is life 
Break every stronghold 

Shine through the shadows 
Burn like the fire 

Shout Jesus from the mountains 
Jesus in the streets 

Jesus in the darkness over every enemy 
Jesus for my family 

I speak the holy name 
Jesus 

 
If you’ve been following Pastor John’s sermon series “Loving Others”, you might see the connection 
with these lyrics! “I Speak Jesus” = Loving Others. 
 
I just want to speak the name of Jesus over every heart and every mind! 
 
Please stay safe and well. Wear a mask at indoor activities and love like Jesus! 
 
Blessings, Penny 



 
 
 
 



The Six-cents-a-meal offering, collected 
on the 4th Sunday each month, goes to the  
Presbyterian Hunger Program. To contribute to 
this  offering please note on memo line: hunger 
offering. Thank you.  

2021- Let's Journey  through the Bible Togeth-
er! Congregational Bible Reading. In 2021, we 
will endeavor to read the  Bible together!  Using 
the plan provided in the link below, we will take 
advantage of a plan produced by Navigators, 
and organization committed to deeper        
Christian discipleship.  We encourage everyone 
to participate. 
https://www.navigators.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf  

Online 
giving 
helps you 
to bring 
your    
offering 

before God. In addition to the   no-fee Facebook 
donations and nominal fee Paypal  service, we set 
up  online giving  through the  Presbyterian Foun-
dation.  Money  donated via any of these services 
gets deposited to our church bank account. 
By going through the Foundation, the fee they 
charge actually helps the  mission of their organi-
zation, which is to help Presbyterian churches to 
be excellent stewards of their gifts and resources. 
The exciting part about working with the founda-
tion is that we are able to use a mobile app that is 
connected to our account. The app is called Give 
Plus (created by Vanco) and you can find it at the 
Google Play Store if you have an android  device 
or you may find the app in the Apple app store by 
searching for “Give Plus.” The great part about the 
Give Plus app is that you can set up for weekly, 
monthly or one time  giving! If you have any ques-
tions, please contact the church  office. Thank 
you. 

Want to help make a dif-
ference while you shop in 
the    Amazon app, at no 
extra cost to you? Simply  
follow the instructions 

below to select "Charles Town Presbyterian 
Church" as your charity and activate  Ama-
zonSmile in the app. They'll donate a portion of 
your eligible mobile app purchases to us.  How 
it works:  
1. Open the Amazon app on your phone  
2. Select the main menu (=) & tap on 
"AmazonSmile" within Programs & Features  
3. Select "Charles Town Presbyterian Church" 
as your charity  
4. Follow the on-screen instructions to activate 
AmazonSmile in the mobile app  

Weekly Congregational 
Giving:  Needed to Meet     Ex-
penses Budget: $6,934 
Sunday’s Receipts: $3,710; On-
Line Giving—$406; Special Of-

ferings: Sunday School—$46; Loose—$45; Hun-
ger—$50; Fellowship Fundraiser—$100. 

Checks can be mailed to:   
CTPC, PO Box 89, Charles Town, WV 
25414     
For electronic  giving,  please 
scan here:    

The flower chart is available  
for sign up. Available dates:       
October 17, 31;  November 14, 21, 
28. Sign up  by calling church    
office at 304-725-5316, or by 
email at ctpres@ctpres.org. Please  
take flowers with you    following  
worship.  

JCCM Food  Pantry needs.  Any 
assistance would   be greatly ap-
preciated:  Hot dogs, Ground beef, 
Eggs, Regular coffee (not instant), 

Microwave meals, Canned chili with beans, 
Shelf Stable/powdered milk, Pancake mix, Jel-
ly, Rice/pasta sides, Boxed mashed potatoes, 
Flour, Powdered coffee creamer, Dish soap, 
Laundry detergent, Toothpaste, Deodorant , 
Shampoo/Conditioner, Body wash, Paper tow-
els, Cat and dog food.  
Thank you,  
Kari Dean, Food Pantry Coordinator 
Jefferson County Community Ministries 

https://www.navigators.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf
https://www.navigators.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf

