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MUSINGS...

by Pastor John Bethard

One of the greatest joys of my ministry at Charles Town Presbyterian Church
has been the weekly Bible Study. We are currently studying Ezekiel, which
we began last spring. Without a doubt, Ezekiel is one of the hardest studies
I’ve ever led, for two reasons. First, it is a complicated book, perhaps the
most difficult in all of scripture, save The Revelation. The imagery, the issues
raised are all connected to Israel’s covenant with God and their (often willful)
inability to follow it. Second, the harsh judgment promised by God for their
unfaithfulness is downright terrifying.
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We don’t like to think of God as terrifying or as a one who brings judgment.
Repeatedly, God promises to “utterly destroy” those whose sins were so
grievous, and the judgment is not limited to Israel; the surrounding nations
are also recipients of God’s wrath.
The primary sin for which the people of God incur his wrath is self. The
people knew what they should do, but instead, they did what they wanted to
do. If it felt good, they tried it. They were hedonistic to a fault, engaging in all
manner of idolatry, sensual pleasure, pagan worship, and even murder,
sometimes of their own children! Much of the practices for which the Israelites were judged were incorporated from religious and cultural practices of
neighboring countries, something God sternly and clearly warned them
about time and again in covenants and through the prophets. They knew and
ignored it anyway.
Two common themes have emerged for those of us in the Bible Study. First,
what an absolute sign of God’s magnanimous grace it is that He sent his Son
to die in our place. We often say that we are “saved from sin” by Jesus. That
is not quite accurate. We are saved from God’s wrath by Christ, and that
wrath, as I said above, is terrifying. Jesus wasn’t just beat up and killed. He
took on God’s wrath for us, and for this, we should be supremely grateful.
How great a love God has for us that we need not fear his wrath through faith
in Christ!
The second takeaway is that the culture in Israel and Judah at the time of
God’s judgment mirrors our own in 2021. People want to do what they want
to do, and the greatest sin is to say, “No.” It is very tempting, as people who
work to remain faithful to Christ, to want to point a finger at the world and
tell them how they are sinful. I totally get that. But what we should be more
concerned about is how the culture creeps into our lives and into the life of
the Church. If we are not careful, it can pull us away from Christ. As the
people of God, our first priority should be to keep Christ first in our lives,
and it is a constant struggle in a culture that constantly preaches, “You do
you.”
Friends, let us press onward in Christ, and make every effort to focus our
lives on remaining faithful to him, to the one who bore God’s wrath in our
place so that we could know the love of God.
-Pastor John

Celebrations this week
October Birthdays

Cheryl Fulbright

Blossom Harrison

Austin Gregoryk

Emma Damm

Barbara Rose

Kaz Feldstein

Sunday @ CTPC
10:30am-Worship Celebration

In-person (masks required)
or FaceBook Live

For a complete listing of all of the
church activities, please click here.

CTPC Zoom
Meetings this
week

(The Zoom meetings below are always the same info)

The Faithweavers has a blended Su nday School
class with in person and virtual options. The class is studying Ephesians by Eric C. Redmond in the Knowing the
Bible Series. Please come as you are. We will space out as
much as possible. All are invited and welcome! Log into
Zoom and join Meeting ID. 789 5479 7659 and Password
8ZFCtT.
For
more
information,
contact
mkursey@gmail.com.
Session Meeting, Tu esday, October 19th, 7:00pm
Topic: CTPC Session Meeting
Time: This is a recurring meeting Meet anytime
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/91075223945?pwd=UXd3ejJOeks4K3
VuQnY0bjdZSzRUQT09
Meeting ID: 910 7522 3945
Passcode: Elder
Wednesday Afternoon Bible Study, at 4:00pm .
Topic: Charles Town Presbyterian Church Bible Study
https://zoom.us/j/96202042739?pwd=ZWt5aUhJYlBOV
HJ0bE1RYmF0T2llQT09
Meeting ID: 962 0204 2739
Passcode: 021517

New Officer Training. Pastor John
will be leading new officer training for
those officers beginning their terms in
2022. Sessions will be held in the parlor
following worship on October 17, and
October 24.

Yokefellows BBQ
Pork/Chicken dinner
Saturday, October 23,
2021, 4:30-7:00 pm

Get your tickets now from any Yokefellow and plan to join us on Saturday,
October 23, 4:30-7:00 pm, for fresh
pork/chicken BBQ, slaw, mac & cheese,
baked bean, desserts, and drinks provided. Tickets: $15.00 adults; $7.00
children under 12 years; Free children
under 3 years. Donations appreciated.

Silent Auction to be held at th e
Yokefellows BBQ Dinner on October 23rd
Beautiful double wedding ring handmade quilt, made and
graciously donated by June Adams, is to be auctioned off at
the Yokefellows BBQ dinner on Saturday, October 23rd.
(Value $1,000). The proceeds go to the CTPC general fund.

Let Your Light Shine!

Our annual “Sock it to me” collection begins next Sunday, October 17th, and ends on November 21st. We will be collecting socks
and tee shirts. There is always a need for men’s work socks. Donations may be placed in the basket at the front of the church or
dropped off at the church office. For monetary donations, please
write “sock it to me” on the memo line. Mission and Outreach
team will be happy to shop for you. Cold weather is just around the corner and your
donations will be gratefully received by JCCM and distributed to those in need.
 The Charles Town Christmas parade will be held on Saturday, December 4th. Four people have
already signed up to help. If you are interested in helping please see or call Patsy White (304 7258058), Kathy Donadio (703 403-9189) or Diane Mayhew (304 535-2409). Come out and join the
fun!
 The 2022 calendar for Friendship Ministry Meals is beginning to fill up. So far April, October and
November are covered. Please let us know if you can host a month. Our committee will help you
with the menu and details if you would like us to help you.
 Hebrews 13:16—“And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices
God is pleased.”
We love you! Mission and Outreach Committee

Stewardship Notes:
Although we tend to emphasize stewardship in the fall, we all
realize
that this is an ongoing process. This year there were several personal
stories shared which emphasize the special relationships we have with
Christ. Stewardship is a process through which we grow and deepen our
faith walk. Pledge cards for many of us are a tool to help keep us on the path and bring to our attention the needs of the Body of Christ.
This year we can report that the pledge amount was increased by 4%. We received pledges from
several members that had not previously pledged. The pandemic has folks on edge and uncertainty
hinders our confidence. Yet just as Christ can multiply the loaves and fish, we too can be confident
that He will bring us through this time of concerns. Thank you for your continued support of the
church budget and mission. We cannot move forward without the hands, feet, and personal faith
spirit of our members.
—Diane Mayhew, Stewardship & Vision
A Bible study I completed last year spoke of common sayings that have their roots in the
Bible. I thought this might be a fun Bible trivia exercise to share. In the next few weeks,
I will bring to our attention to a couple of sayings that may get us thinking.
The first saying that comes to my mind is rooted in Daniel 5. Only Daniel could interpret the “writing on the wall” for the king. I can confidently say that we have all used this phrase to
state the obvious but in the book of Daniel we are reminded that only Daniel could read the writing
on the wall for the king.
Another common saying is: “He who lives by the sword, dies by the sword”
Matt 26:52 Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place. For all who take the sword
will perish by the sword.
In Job, we get a double dose in one verse: Job 19:20 I am nothing but skin and bones; I have
escaped only by the skin of my teeth.
I know I have used both of these phrases and I am sure you have too!
—Diane Mayhew

MUSIC NOTES

from Miss Penny

Attitude of Gratitude!
“Commitment”
Commitment is defined as: the state or quality of being dedicated to a cause, activity, etc.
Music ministry is a commitment to the Lord. This commitment far exceeds our practice times and
what we offer musically on Sunday morning. It is a daily endeavor of worship, living like Jesus, loving like Jesus and sharing the good news of salvation.
Personally, commitment comes easier when I have an Attitude of Gratitude!
If you are currently part of music ministry or thinking about music ministry, I encourage you to read
the following except. May it lift you up in your commitment to the Lord.
COMMITMENT “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for
men, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord
Christ you are serving.” Whatever you do, do it enthusiastically, as something done for the Lord and
not for men, (Col. 3:23 HCSB) In order for us to fulfill our purpose, we must take this role seriously.
These are not volunteer positions; these are called positions. This is not a role to fill because
you simply like to sing. This is a ministry that requires your heart—a heart devoted to worship and
leading others into it. Serving must be a priority in your life and, thus, requires sacrifice of your
time. Your commitment to this ministry means that you agree to faithfully come to practice and sing
even when you may not feel like it, even if you may not particularly like the song the choir or praise
team is singing, or even if the practice is during your team’s big game on TV. This ministry is not
based on how you feel. It is all about being a servant who’s heart is to honor God and to see the lost
come to salvation.
“No one is ready to lead until he is willing to serve.” - Alfred W. Martin
In addition to living out a commitment to the choir, we strongly encourage music and worship
ministry members to serve in other roles in the church as your time allows. As we live out our faith
through service, we add integrity to our songs and make what we sing more meaningful and real to
those we are leading. To lead effectively, our worship should be purposeful, not hit-or miss. Worship
does not just happen. We should intentionally prepare and then expect good fruit from our preparation. Romans 12:6 says that those who lead should do so diligently. This will require effort and
oftentimes great effort.
Members of the music/worship team should be involved in a weekly Bible study group of some sort
(SS, small group, etc. . . . ). We need to be fed and to have community with believers in order to feed
others and ministry effectively. So it is with worship. If we want God’s people to glorify Him, we
must sow to His glory. We must prepare our minds and our hearts for worship so that others can see
Jesus through us, worshiping throughout the week as well as on Sunday mornings. We must work to
build our skills (playing instrument, using our voice, for example). Much of the time we will be
“weary yet pursuing” as was Gideon in His service to the Lord. We must practice and prepare our
voices. We must paint a compelling, attractive, grand, Biblical picture of our great God and Savior.
We should bring our best offering to the Lord.
(An excerpt from Good Hope Music Ministry Guidelines and Covenant)
Please stay safe and well. Wear a mask at indoor activities and love like Jesus!
Blessings, Penny

Weekly
Congregational
Giving:
Needed to Meet
Expenses Budget: $6,934
Sunday’s Receipts: $2,914;
Special
Offerings:
Sunday
School—42; Loose—$28; Hunger—$11; Help
Fund—$80; Facility Use—$300; JCCM—$5;
Memorial—$5,000.
Checks can be mailed to:
CTPC, PO Box 89,
Charles Town, WV 25414
For electronic giving, please
scan here:

Online
giving
helps you
to bring
your
offering
before God. In addition to the no-fee Facebook
donations and nominal fee Paypal service, we set
up online giving through the Presbyterian Foundation. Money donated via any of these services
gets deposited to our church bank account.
By going through the Foundation, the fee they
charge actually helps the mission of their organization, which is to help Presbyterian churches to
be excellent stewards of their gifts and resources.
The exciting part about working with the foundation is that we are able to use a mobile app that is
connected to our account. The app is called Give
Plus (created by Vanco) and you can find it at the
Google Play Store if you have an android device
or you may find the app in the Apple app store by
searching for “Give Plus.” The great part about the
Give Plus app is that you can set up for weekly,
monthly or one time giving! If you have any questions, please contact the church office. Thank
you.
The flower chart is available for sign
up. Available dates:
October 31;
November 14, 21, 28. Sign up by calling
church
office at 304-725-5316, or by
email at ctpres@ctpres.org. Please take
flowers with you following worship.

The Six-cents-a-meal offering, co llected
on the 4th Sunday each month, goes to the
Presbyterian Hunger Program. To contribute to
this offering please note on memo line: hunger
offering. Thank you.
2021- Let's Journey through the Bible Together! Congregational Bible Reading. In 2021, we
will endeavor to read the Bible together! Using
the plan provided in the link below, we will take
advantage of a plan produced by Navigators,
and organization committed to deeper
Christian discipleship. We encourage everyone
to participate.
https://www.navigators.org/wpcontent/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf
Want to help make a difference while you shop in
the Amazon app, at no
extra cost to you? Simply
follow the instructions
below to select "Charles Town Presbyterian
Church" as your charity and activate AmazonSmile in the app. They'll donate a portion of
your eligible mobile app purchases to us. How
it works:
1. Open the Amazon app on your phone
2. Select the main menu (=) & tap on
"AmazonSmile" within Programs & Features
3. Select "Charles Town Presbyterian Church"
as your charity
4. Follow the on-screen instructions to activate
AmazonSmile in the mobile app
JCCM Food Pantry needs. Any
assistance would be greatly appreciated: Hot dogs, Ground beef,
Eggs, Regular coffee (not instant),
Microwave meals, Canned chili
with beans, Shelf Stable/powdered milk, Pancake mix, Jelly, Rice/pasta sides, Boxed
mashed potatoes, Flour, Powdered coffee
creamer, Dish soap, Laundry detergent, Toothpaste, Deodorant , Shampoo/Conditioner, Body
wash, Paper towels, Cat and dog food.
Thank you,
Kari Dean, Food Pantry Coordinator
Jefferson County Community Ministries

