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MUSINGS...

by Pastor John Bethard

I am so excited to share some great news with the congregation! Last week,
the session met and made the decision to hire Garth Stevens-Jennings to
serve as our Director of Children’s, Youth, and Family Ministries. This is a
great development for the future of our ministries at CTPC.
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Garth is a graduate of Emory and Henry, where he earned a BA in Religion.
Garth went to seminary at Wesleyan Seminary in DC, where he earned a
Master of Arts in Theology and a Master of Divinity. Garth is married to
Ahnnalise Stevens-Jennings, who he met at Emory and Henry. Ahnnalise is
an associate pastor at Braddock Street United Methodist Church in
Winchester. Garth and Ahnnalise are pet parents to a dog (Pippin), a cat
(Mort) and two rats (Macaroni and Cheese). Garth’s hobbies include board
games and video games, and he and his wife are, and I quote, “…huge nerds
and fans of all things fantasy and sci-fi (LOTR especially).” I have a feeling
he and I will get along just fine!
This has been a long search for us. The position became vacant just prior to
the pandemic. We started looking at candidates, and then paused the search
to see how things were going to play out with the Coronavirus. We resumed
the search in the spring, and after talking to several candidates, the process
led us to Garth, and him to us. The Discipleship and Family Ministries
committee is quite impressed with Garth and feels that we have found a great
match for the kind of ministry we are seeking to do as a church.
I cannot overstate the importance of ministry to children, youth, and their
families. This position will help us provide ministry to our young families,
and to adolescents in particular. A strong youth ministry is an immeasurable
asset to a church. Young people need a safe place to work out their personal
issues while learning how their experiences tie into their faith in Christ.
Adolescence is tumultuous at best, and a grounded faith helps young people
in a multitude of ways.
Garth will be introduced to the congregation on Sunday, and he will share a
little bit about his life and calling. I ask you to keep Garth in prayer as he
comes on board and begins his important work at CTPC.
Blessings,
Pastor John

Garth and his wife, Ahnnalise

Sunday @ CTPC

Celebrations this week
November Birthdays

George Karos

Matthew Henshaw

Penny LaRue

Tracey Owens

Quentein LaVallee

Ruth Scott

Cy Staniec

10:30am-Worship Celebration FaceBook

For a complete listing of all of the
church activities, please click here.

Roberta Churchill
The session has called a congregational meeting on
Sunday, November 14th, immediately following worship
for the purpose of acting on the 2022 terms of call for the
pastor. Copies of the terms of call will be available in the
narthex this Sunday, November 7th.

CTPC Zoom Meetings this week
(The Zoom meetings below are always the same info)

The Faithweavers h as a blended Su nday School class w ith in per son and virtual options. The class is studying Ephesians by Eric C. Redmond
in the Knowing the Bible Series. Please come as you are. We will space out
as much as possible. All are invited and welcome! Log into Zoom and join Meeting ID. 789 5479
7659 and Password 8ZFCtT. For more information, contact mkursey@gmail.com.

Upcoming in November/December
November 7th:

Introduction of Garth Stevens-Jennings as Director of Children’s, Youth and
Family Ministries

November 14th:

Congregational Meeting following worship

November 21st:

Deadline for “Sock it to me” collection for JCCM (questions see Patsy White)
Deadline for Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes (questions see Nancy Lloyd)

November 24th: Thanksgiving Worship Service 7:00pm
November 25th: Happy Thanksgiving! OFFICE CLOSED
November 26th: OFFICE CLOSED
November 28th: Advent Festival (TDB)

December 4th:

Charles Town Christmas parade (see Patsy White, Kathy Donadio or Diane
Mayhew to sign up to help)

December 12th: Celebration and prayer Christmas Joy Service at 7:00pm
(snow date December19th)
December 24th: Office Closed—Merry Christmas
December 24th: Family Christmas Eve worship TBD.
December 27th: Office Closed—Merry Christmas
December 31st:

Office Closed—Happy New Year!

Let Your Light Shine!

Our annual “Sock it to me” collection begins next Sunday,
October 17th, and ends on November 21st. We will be collecting socks and tee shirts. There is always a need for men’s
work socks. Donations may be placed in the basket at the
front of the church or dropped off at the church office. For
monetary donations, please write “sock it to me” on the
memo line. Mission and Outreach team will be happy to
shop for you. Cold weather is just around the corner and your donations will be
gratefully received by JCCM and distributed to those in need.
The Charles Town Christmas parade will be held on Saturday, December 4th. Four people have
already signed up to help. If you are interested in helping please see or call Patsy White (304 7258058), Kathy Donadio (703 403-9189) or Diane Mayhew (304 535-2409). Come out and join the
fun!

The 2022 calendar for Friendship Ministry Meals is beginning to fill up. So far April, October and
November are covered. Please let us know if you can host a month. Our committee will help you with
the menu and details if you would like us to help you.
Hebrews 13:16—“And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God
is pleased.”
We love you! Mission and Outreach Committee
We want something yet know it is not permitted- it is” forbidden fruit.”
I think we all understand that this phrase is rooted in Genesis 2:16-17. God
cautioned Adam and Eve to not partake of the tree of knowledge of good and
evil. We are a society of instant gratification, and we want it no matter how
unattainable.
Maybe we desire forbidden fruit because we live in a” land of milk and honey”a land of abundance. Several Old Testament scriptures refer to the land God
promised the Israelites to be a land of milk and honey. Numbers 13:27 (NLT)
"This was their report to Moses: 'We entered the land you sent us to explore,
and it is indeed a bountiful country—a land flowing with milk and honey. Her e is the kin d
of fruit it produces.'" Other references can be found in Exodus, Leviticus, and Deuteronomy.
Maybe you didn’t get your way, you are bitter, or the situation is like “sour grapes.” Ezekiel 18:2
(NLT) “Why do you quote this proverb concerning the land of Israel: 'The parents have eaten sour
grapes, bu t their childr en's m ou ths pu cker at the taste'? ”
Anyway, just some “food for thought.” No that is not in the Bible!
—Diane Mayhew

Children’s Thanksgiving Offering. This Thanksgiving w e ask you to r em em ber
children and families experiencing pain, hunger, hopelessness, separation from loves ones. The
Apostle Paul teaches us that part of living together in community is reaching out to our brothers and
sisters when they face hardships, temptation, or sorrow. Four ministries started by leaders in the
Presbyterian Church serve our communities and address the needs of thousands of children each
year. By participating in the Thanksgiving Offering Program, our congregation will sustain the
valuable services provided by: Edmarc Hospice for Children; Presbyterian Children’s Home of the
Highlands; Presbyterian Home & Family Services and the Family Alliance. The Thanksgiving
Offering will be collected on Sunday, November 21st, and Wednesday, November 24th. Note memo
line “Thanksgiving offering”. As always, that your for your generosity.

MUSIC NOTES

from Miss Penny

Attitude of Gratitude!

Many months ago I shared the “Attitude of Gratitude”. If you’ve notice, this article always maintains
that title.
November seems to be the month when thankfulness and gratitude are more appreciated. In doing a
little research I found there are 3 states of gratitude:
1.

Recognition—recognizing that you are going to be okay.

2.

Acknowledgement—allows you to feel hope.

3.

Appreciation—for the people in your life and renewed strength.

I challenge you in the month ahead to explore these 3 stages in your relationship with the Lord.
What stage of gratitude are you in? Is your faith journey a journey of “gratitude”? How can an
“attitude of gratitude” help you in loving others?
May you be blessed with an “attitude of gratitude”!
Please stay safe and well. Wear a mask at indoor activities and love like Jesus!
Blessings, Penny
Operation Christmas Child.
Chr istm as is approaching and that means it is time to prepare Christmas
boxes! The shoebox ministry is a national project and an
opportunity to reach impoverished children in more than
100 countries through Samaritan’s Purse. Along with the
shoebox, the children receive a booklet called “The Greatest Gift of All”
that tells the story of Jesus in their local language. It is time to start collecting items to fill the boxes with small gifts. Ideas and suggestions are
small toys, school supplies, hygiene items, t-shirts, socks, ball caps-that encourage schoolwork and other small items that a boy or girl
might like; just make sure it will fit into the box. Located by the mission bulletin board is detailed information, suggestions and instructions on how to pack a box. You can pick up a red/green boxes underneath the Mission Bulletin Board or you may wish to purchase and
wrap your own boxes. Just be sure the box top can come off easily to
check the contents. The deadline for boxes is Sunday, November 21st,
and will then be taken to the shipping point. Please Note due to customs regulations DO NOT INCLUDE: candy (of any kind); toothpaste; u sed or dam aged item s; w ar -related items such
as toy guns, knives, or military figures; seeds; chocolate or food; liquids or lotions; medications or
vitamins; breakable items such as snow globes or glass containers; aerosol cans.

Weekly
Congregational
Giving: Needed to Meet
Expenses Budget: $6,934
Sunday’s Receipts: $1,595; Special Offerings: Sunday School—
$149; Help Fund—$98; OCC—$40.
Checks can be mailed to: CTPC, PO Box 89,
Charles Town, WV 25414
For electronic giving, please
scan here:

Online giving helps you
to bring your offering
before God. In addition
to the
no-fee Facebook donations and nominal fee Paypal service,
we set up online giving through the Presbyterian
Foundation. Money donated via any of these services gets deposited to our church bank account. B y go ing thr ou gh the Fou ndation,
the fee they charge actually helps the mission of
their organization, which is to help Presbyterian
churches to be excellent stewards of their gifts
and resources. The exciting part about working
with the foundation is that we are able to use a
mobile app that is connected to our account. The
app is called Give Plus (created by Vanco) and you
can find it at the Google Play Store if you have an
android device or you may find the app in the Apple app store by searching for “Give Plus.” The
great part about the Give Plus app is that you can
set up for weekly, monthly or one time giving! If
you have any questions, please contact the church
office. Thank you.

The Six-cents-a-meal offering, co llected
on the 4th Sunday each month, goes to the
Presbyterian Hunger Program. To contribute to
this offering please note on memo line: hunger
offering. Thank you.
2021- Let's Journey through the Bible Together! Congregational Bible Reading. In 2021, we
will endeavor to read the Bible together! Using
the plan provided in the link below, we will take
advantage of a plan produced by Navigators,
and organization committed to deeper
Christian discipleship. We encourage everyone
to participate.
https://www.navigators.org/wpcontent/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf
Want to help make a difference while you shop in
the Amazon app, at no
extra cost to you? Simply
follow the instructions below to select "Charles Town Presbyterian
Church" as your charity and activate AmazonSmile in the app. They'll donate a portion of
your eligible mobile app purchases to us. How
it works:
1. Open the Amazon app on your phone
2. Select the main menu (=) & tap on
"AmazonSmile" within Programs & Features
3. Select "Charles Town Presbyterian Church"
as your charity
4. Follow the on-screen instructions to activate
AmazonSmile in the mobile app

Life Line Screening will be here at Charles Town Presbyterian
Church on Tuesday, November 9, 2021 offering safe, painless,
non-invasive preventive health screenings that are typically
not a part of a routine physical. To be more proactive about
your health for yourself, your family and your community, please register for these health screenings
today. Please refer to the attached flyer to get more info about how you can sign up. For only $139
(regularly $149) you can learn your risk of having stroke or vascular disease. Three ways to register: Call toll-free: 888-653-6441; Online: https://llsa.social/HSC; Text: the w ord circle
to 797979
The flower chart is available for sign up. Dates: November 14, 21, 28. Sign up by
calling church office at 304-725-5316, or by email at ctpres@ctpres.org. Please take
flowers with you following worship.

Every Needful Thing

We are coming into the season when we all ponder every needful thing,
both in our own lives and in those of our loved ones. While reading this
weekend I came across a poem that expresses my thoughts exactly.
Concerning acts of compassion, Emily Dickinson writes
“If I can stop one heart from breaking,
I shall not live in vain;
If I can ease one life the aching,
Or cool one pain,
Or help one fainting robin
Unto his nest again,
I shall not live in vain.”

Jefferson County Community Ministries has been relieving sorrows, aches, pains, and hunger for
many in Jefferson County since 1983. We at JCCM love what we do in helping others and appreciate
all that you have done to support our efforts all these years.
In response to those who ask, “How are you doing?” I respond that we continue to serve and provide
for those in need more effectively and efficiently than ever before. We are witnessing astounding
growth in client needs this year. Since June we have seen an increase of 72% in families served, a
209% growth in individuals served, and a 76% increase in food distribution. The food is literally
flying off our shelves. And we are helping our clients with only half the volunteer staff available
prior to Covid-19.
We are having wonderful success in teaching our clients how to be self-reliant. There are too many
stories to mention now, but I will share that through our great community partnerships we have
placed several women fleeing abusive partners into safety. We have helped several clients into
addiction recovery programs. We continue to feed and clothe anyone in need.
JCCM staff and our partners are accomplishing wonderful things. Will you consider joining us in
our mission of community compassionate service? We desperately need food stuffs and any who
can volunteer some time. Our list of needful things is on our website, (jccm.us) along with a button
to click if you can volunteer.
May the Lord bless you all,
Keith Lowry
Executive Director, JCCM
JCCM Food Pantry needs. Any assistance would be greatly appreciated: Hot
dogs, Ground beef, Eggs, Regular coffee (not instant), Microwave meals, Canned
chili with beans, Shelf Stable/powdered milk, Pancake mix ,Jelly, Rice/pasta sides,
Boxed mashed potatoes, Flour, Powdered coffee creamer, Dish soap, Laundry detergent, Toothpaste, Deodorant , Shampoo/Conditioner, Body wash, Paper towels,
Cat and dog food. Thank you, Kari Dean, Food Pantry Coordinator, JCCM

