
 

MUSINGS...                    by Pastor John Bethard 
  December 10– 
December 16,  
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Joy. 

 

It is word we hear often in the weeks leading up to Christmas. We hear it in 
songs, see it on Christmas cards, and it’s probably part of the title of a       
hundred Hallmark Christmas movies. 

 

On Sunday, we will celebrate the season with our annual Joy service at 7pm. 
This is traditionally a service that focuses on music. This year we are going in 
a little bit of a different direction. In addition to music, there will be a         
deliberate and noticeable focus on prayer. As I have been working with     
Penny on preparing this service, we have thought of this as “pause,” and 
maybe even a “reset,” if you will. All too often at Christmas, we get so busy 
that we miss out on the very joy we need and seek. My hope and wish for our 
Joy service is that helps all who attend to reconnect with the joy of the       
season. 

 

The Christmas Joy service was borne out of a special offering our denomina-
tion takes up every December. It is called the “Christmas Joy Offering,” and 
it is collected to help meet two needs. One of the needs is to provide supple-
mental resources for pastors and their spouses who encounter unexpected 
financial needs, mostly around acute medical needs. The other area the offer-
ing helps fund is for racial and ethnic minority students attending Presbyter-
ian-related colleges and universities. Typically, these students have difficulty 
with financial aid and scholarships, and this offering helps offset tuition 
costs. 

The Christmas Joy offering is truly a source of joy for those who benefit from 
it. 

 

Webster’s dictionary defines joy as, “the emotion of great delight or          
happiness caused by something exceptionally good or satisfying; keen    
pleasure; elation.” People often use the word interchangeably with happy, 
but “happy” has a slightly different definition: “delighted, pleased, or glad, as 
over a particular thing.” Joy can create happiness, and happiness is certainly 
a part of joy, but they are different. I once heard someone say to me many 
years ago, that happiness depends on what’s happening, but joy is more of a 
state of being. I think that’s close to accurate. I would clarify the difference 
thus: happiness is more momentary, joy is more long-term, more of a state. 

 

I hope you can join us for this annual worship service. It will be a special 
time to pause, pray, and celebrate the joy of the season with plenty of music 
and fellowship. 

And I wish you a joyous holiday season! 

 

In Christ,  

Pastor John 



Images of Advent:  This year  as you prepare for  Christm as, take tim e to look upon     
Advent as an   opportunity to prepare your heart and mind to receive the glorious gift of Christ. Each 
week reflect on one of the symbols that remind us of birth of Christ and God’s provision for our     
ultimate gift of salvation.  

Star: Matthew 2:20 says”, When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great 
joy.”  We often top our Christmas trees with either a star or an angel. The star of        
Bethlehem guided the visitors to the lowly stable that held the baby Jesus. It provided 
the light that was guidance for the wise men to gaze upon the true light of the world. In 
the darkness, God’s light shone brightly. The star encourages us to look heavenward. 
Interestingly, the baby Jesus was at first placed atop the tree at Christmas time but later 
changed to an angel, and then the star. The tradition of placing a star came about in the 

1850s. A visual reminder of the kingship of Christ. 

The star only appears once in scripture in Matthew and has come to represent December 25, the 
birthday of Jesus. Most people never think about the number of points on a Christmas star. The 
Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem has a silver star with twenty-four undulating rays which they 
say marks the location claimed to be the birthplace of Christ. Modern interpretations show the star 
to be eight pointed. Just as the star guided the wise men, as you look upon the star this Advent, al-
low your gaze to look heavenward. Pause to remember the star to be a symbol of Jesus’ birth and the 
promise of peace and salvation.  

 

   Youth Ministry Pokémon Card Drive! 
Do you or someone you know have old or extra Pokémon cards gathering dust in an attic or          
box? Clean out unwanted clutter and help your community at the same time by donating them to the 
Charles Town Presbyterian Youth Ministry! We will gladly take your old cards and use them for      
our upcoming youth events, and if we find out that some are valuable, we can even sell them for     
you! Pokémon is as popular as ever among today’s youth, and the Charles Town Youth Program      
intends to capitalize on this by hosting events and tournaments themed around the Pokémon       
card game in the near future. However, due to supply chain issues the cards themselves have          
become difficult to acquire, with most stores selling out the same day that any arrive. Your              
donations can help overcome this obstacle and help us to make sure that all kids who want to         
participate   in these events will have an abundance of cards to choose from. Feel free to drop any 
cards off at the Youth and Children's Ministries office from 8AM to 3PM Monday through Thursday, 
or contact Garth at garthstevensjennings@gmail.com or 804-955-8497 to arrange a pickup.  
 
Thanks in advance! 

-Garth Stevens-Jennings, Director of Youth and Children's Ministries 

mailto:garthstevensjennings@gmail.com


                                     MUSIC NOTES   from Miss Penny 

                       Attitude of Gratitude! 
                                  "Joy" 

This third Sunday of Advent we are invited to reflect on the joy we have      
because of our faith in Jesus. One of the defining characteristics of Christ-
followers is their joyful demeanor. Let’s not allow the struggles of this year 
steal from us the great joy we have because of Jesus. 

Philippians 4:4-5 says, “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again:         
Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near.” 

Please take a pause from the season's busyness and join us this Sunday even-
ing at 7pm for a service of Celebration and Contemplation.  

 

Blessings of Joy, 

Penny 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us for lite refreshments following                                                              
the Christmas Joy Service in the fellowship hall.  



Celebrations this week 

Birthdays 

Kathy Reim 

Glenn Moreland 

Nathaniel Pugh 

Andrew Rossi 

 

 

 

          Sunday @ CTPC 

10:30am-Worship Celebration FaceBook  

For a complete listing of all of the 
church activities, please click here. 

CTPC Zoom Meetings this week         
(The Zoom meetings below are always the same info) 

The Faithweavers has a blended Sunday School class w ith in per-
son and virtual options. The class is studying Ephesians by Eric C. Red-
mond in the Knowing the Bible Series. Please come as you are.  We will 

space out as much as possible. All are invited and welcome!  Log into Zoom and join Meeting ID. 
789 5479 7659 and Password 8ZFCtT.  For more information, contact mkursey@gmail.com.   

News from Mission and Outreach 
 

Christmas Parade 

The mission and outreach team would like to thank everyone who contributed food for the parade. 
You would not believe all the hotdogs, rolls and tortilla chips that were donated. It was amazing! 
More than twenty people showed up to help set up, cook, and hand out food. We had a great time 
and the weather was beautiful. It was wonderful to reach out to the community but it was a beautiful 
sight to see our church family working together and enjoying the parade. There is nothing better 
than a small- town Christmas parade! Our church family always steps up to the task at hand. Thank 
you for your support.  

Cheer Booth 

CTPC will be helping with the Cheer Booth downtown. We are scheduled for Thursday, December 
16th,  from ten to one. We will set up a table in front of the booth and collect money for the Friend-
ship meal fund. We will play Christmas music and greet the downtown shoppers. If you are interest-
ed in helping out for an hour or two, please contact Kathy Donadio, Diane Mayhew, or Patsy White.  
It is another way that we can help during this Christmas season. It should be a lot of fun! 

 
As always, we appreciate your support of our programs. So, thank you! —Patsy White  

Up Coming Events 

December 12th:    Celebration and prayer Christmas Joy Service at 7:00pm                                           
          Please join us for lite refreshments following the service in the fellowship hall                                       
                      (snow date December19th) 

December 24th:    Office Closed—Merry Christmas 

December 24th:    Christmas Eve Worship with communion and candle 
           lighting at 7:oopm 

December 27th:    Office Closed—Merry Christmas 

December 31st:     Office Closed—Happy New Year! 

https://www.facebook.com/CharlesTownPresbyterian
mailto:ctpres@ctpres.org
https://www.paypal.com/us/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_flow&SESSION=RoyqxS6Sqfn-O5-1O-yfRSD7X5afGkKIufKE7V9Ncw5nPTXZHw7K3o9-jey&dispatch=5885d80a13c0db1f8e263663d3faee8da8649a435e198e44a05ba053bc68d12e
http://www.ctpres.org/events-calendar
mailto:mkursey@gmail.com


The Six-cents-a-meal offering, collected 
on the 4th Sunday each month, goes to the  
Presbyterian Hunger Program. To contribute to 
this  offering please note on memo line: hunger 
offering. Thank you.  

2022- Let's continue the Journey  through the 
Bible Together! Congregational Bible Reading. 
In 2022, we will continue to read the  Bible    
together!  Using the plan provided in the link 
below, we will take advantage of a plan         
produced by Navigators, and organization com-
mitted to deeper Christian discipleship.  We en-
courage everyone to participate. 
https://www.navigators.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf  

Online giving helps 
you to bring your    
offering before 
God. In addition to 
the   no-fee Face-

book donations and nominal fee Paypal  service, 
we set up  online giving  through the  Presbyterian 
Foundation.  Money  donated via any of these ser-
vices gets deposited to our church bank ac-
count. By going through the Foundation, 
the fee they charge actually helps the  mission of 
their organization, which is to help Presbyterian 
churches to be excellent stewards of their gifts 
and resources. The exciting part about working 
with the foundation is that we are able to use a 
mobile app that is connected to our account. The 
app is called Give Plus (created by Vanco) and you 
can find it at the Google Play Store if you have an 
android  device or you may find the app in the Ap-
ple app store by searching for “Give Plus.” The 
great part about the Give Plus app is that you can 
set up for weekly, monthly or one time  giving! If 
you have any questions, please contact the church  
office. Thank you. 

Want to help make a differ-
ence while you shop in the    
Amazon app, at no extra 
cost to you? Simply  follow 
the instructions below to 

select "Charles Town Presbyterian Church" as 
your charity and activate  AmazonSmile in the 
app. They'll donate a portion of your eligible 
mobile app purchases to us.  How it works:  
1. Open the Amazon app on your phone  
2. Select the main menu (=) & tap on 
"AmazonSmile" within Programs & Features  
3. Select "Charles Town Presbyterian Church" 
as your charity  
4. Follow the on-screen instructions to activate 
AmazonSmile in the mobile app  

Weekly Congregational 
Giving:  
 Needed to Meet      
Expenses Budget: $6,934 
Sunday’s Receipts: $3,885;    

On-Line Giving—$2,009; Special Offerings:    
Sunday School—426; Loose—$120; Hunger—$61; 
Poinsettias—$30; Help Fund—$80; Christmas 
Joy—$10; Music Programs—$25; Friendship 
Meal Donations—$476.73. 

Checks can be mailed to:                 

CTPC, PO Box 89, Charles Town,      
WV 25414     

For electronic  giving,  please 
scan here:    
 

JCCM Food  Pantry needs.  Any 
assistance would   be greatly      
appreciated:  Hot dogs, Ground 
beef, Eggs, Regular coffee (not 
instant), Microwave meals, 

Canned chili with beans, Shelf Stable/
powdered milk, Pancake mix ,Jelly, Rice/pasta 
sides, Boxed mashed potatoes, Flour, Pow-
dered coffee creamer, Dish soap, Laundry de-
tergent, Toothpaste, Deodorant, Shampoo/
Conditioner, Body wash, Paper towels, Cat and 
dog food. Thank you,  Kari Dean, Food Pantry 
Coordinator, JCCM 

These Days are January/February/March are 
located in the narthex and the information rack 
by the church office. Please help yourself. 

https://www.navigators.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf
https://www.navigators.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/navtool-5x5x5.pdf


 
 
 


