
 

MUSINGS...                    by Pastor John Bethard 
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Do you ever feel like the noose is tightening? I’ve felt that way for a while, 
now, for number of reasons, the biggest one being the pandemic. Before 
Christmas, my daughter tested positive. She moved out in the fall, so thank-
fully, we were not exposed. This past week my parents, and my sister, who 
have taken great precautions throughout the pandemic, all tested positive. 
It’s hard to both, not worry, and not feel like we’re all going to get it. 

 

Fear is a difficult emotion. So many things can make us afraid. The virus, 
world events, the economy, the anger that just seems to hang in the air. 
Sometimes it feels like it is all so much. It is in these moments I relate best to 
David in Psalm 69, which begins with these words: Save me, O God! For the 
waters have come up to my neck. I sink in deep mire, where there is no  
foothold; I have come into deep waters, and the flood sweeps over me. 

 

I know we have all felt this way. We may even feel this way now. 

 

It is so easy to lose sight of God when we are dealing with the unexpected 
and frightening. We can feel like God is absent or uncaring. We start looking 
for what else can go wrong. Our mindset becomes increasingly negative. In a 
brief time, something that started with the feeling that God moved away 
from us becomes us moving away from God. 

 

Later in Psalm 69, after expressing his hurts and pains, David says this, “But 
as for me, my prayer is to you, O Lord. At an acceptable time, O God, in the 
abundance of your steadfast love answer me in your saving faithfulness. 
Deliver me from sinking in the mire; let me be delivered from my enemies 
and from the deep waters. Let not the flood sweep over me, or the deep 
swallow me up, or the pit close its mouth over me.” 

 

When we are dealing with difficulty, we must learn to seek God as our an-
swer, for it is God who is sovereign over everything. As his followers, God 
wants us to learn to depend on him. When our troubles drive us further from 
God, the exact opposite of dependence is happening. We must run to God in 
prayer and lay our hearts bare before him. And if you have never done so, 
give Psalm 69 a read. It speaks so honestly to our pain. 

 

The noose may be tightening, but it is God who lifts us up. 

 

Blessings, 

 

Pastor John 



 

Charles Town Presbyterian Children, Youth,  and Family Ministries  

is excited to announce  

 

Kid’s Group! 

 
As many of you know, we hosted a Pokémon-themed trading card event last Saturday                        
the 15th.  What you may not know, however, is that this was only the first of many events to come     
for  our newly formed Kid’s Group! Intended as a transitional space between our Sunday School     
and Youth Group ministries, we are launching weekly group events for our elementary and          
middle-school students! Each event will be two-to-three hours long and will be made up of             
two-thirds of the  time that is  focused on fellowship followed by a biblical or theological lesson     
that takes place in the last third. Our goal for these events is to create a “pre-youth-group" space for           
the Children of our congregation and the community that will organically feed into middle and     
high-school Youth Group as kids age up in order to avoid the loss of students that often occurs          
in the transition from  Children's to Youth ministries, as well as the creation of a safe and                 
fun space for students to fellowship with each other and explore their faith in a less                           
formal setting than Sunday School. Here’s a list of some of our upcoming events: 
 

 

Saturday, January 29th, 4-6PM: ROBLOX Game Session. Hop onto 
Zoom and play ROBLOX games with us! Zoom link will be sent out via email 
to currently active children/parents. If you know a child that would like to 
join, email Garth at garthstevensjennings@ctpres.org to receive a link. 
 
 

Saturday, February 5th, 4-6:30 PM: Movie Night. Com e to the       
upstairs youth room for popcorn, snacks, and a viewing of Prince of Egypt, 
the critically acclaimed animated retelling of the story of Moses and the first 
part of the book of Exodus! 

 
 

Saturday, February 12th, 4-6:30PM: Pokémon Party. Our second 
monthly Pokémon event will feature more free cards, more fun activities, su-
pervised trading, premade decks to play the trading card game with, and the 
sequel to the Pokémon movie that we watched during the first event! If you 

have Pokémon cards and want to learn how to play the official game, or want help making a deck of 
your own, this is the perfect event for you. There may even be prizes for anyone who can beat Garth 
at the trading card game! 

 

Souper Bowl of Caring! On Sunday, February 13, the                   
children/youth will be stationed by the sanctuary exit following worship      
to collect donations for the annual Souper Bowl of Caring  special                
offering. All of this offering will be given to Jefferson County Community 
Ministries’ food pantry. 

mailto:garthstevensjennings@ctpres.org


                                 

                                MUSIC NOTES   from Miss Penny 

    Attitude of Gratitude! 
   

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               "How Firm A Foundation" 

1 How firm a foundation, you saints of the Lord, 
is laid for your faith in his excellent Word! 

What more can he say than to you he has said, 
to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 

2 “Fear not, I am with you, O be not dismayed, 
for I am your God and will still give you aid; 

I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, 
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 

3 “When through the deep waters I call you to go, 
the rivers of sorrow shall not overflow, 

for I will be with you, your troubles to bless, 
and sanctify to you your deepest distress. 

4 “When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie, 
my grace all sufficient shall be your supply; 
the flames will not hurt you; I only design 

your dross to consume and your gold to refine. 

5 “The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose 
I will not, I will not, desert to its foes; 

that soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake, 
I’ll never, no never, no never forsake!” 

 
Blessings to All, 
 
Penny 



 

                                                    Session News 

At the January 18 stated meeting of the session, the elders took the following actions: 

 Elected Diane Mayhew and Roberta Churchill as co-stated clerks. Diane will serve as  
primary clerk, with Roberta acting as substitute in Diane’s absence. 

 Elected Patsy White as the elder representative for the 2022 congregational nominating 
committee. 

 Deferred the election of a treasurer until the responsibilities and accountability are 
made more clear by the Trustees and finance committee. 

 Received as corrected, the minutes from the 11/16/21 stated meeting, the minutes from 
the called meetings of 11/21/21 and 12/7/21, and the annual meeting minutes from 
1/9/22. 

 Engaged in an elder education piece on systemic anxiety led by Pastor John. 

 This being the first meeting of the year, there were no committee reports. 

 Postponed discussion on leadership for the personnel committee until the February 
meeting. 

 



Celebrations this week 

Birthdays 

Shawn Pitcock 

Sydney Fulbright 

Mark Stafford 

 

 

          Sunday @ CTPC 

10:30am-Worship Celebration FaceBook  

For a complete listing of all of the 
church activities, please click here. 

CTPC Zoom Meetings this week         (The Zoom meetings below are 
always the same info) 

The Faithweavers has a blended Sunday School class w ith in person and 
virtual options. The class is studying Ephesians by Eric C. Redmond in the Knowing 

the Bible Series. Please come as you are.  We will space out as much as possible. All are invited and 
welcome!  Log into Zoom and join Meeting ID. 789 5479 7659 and Password 8ZFCtT.  For more in-
formation, contact mkursey@gmail.com.   
 
Wednesday Bible Study has resum ed on W ednesdays, at 4pm . W e w ill continue our       
study of the book of Ezekiel, beginning with chapter 33. This is a Zoom meeting, and can be accessed 
via this link  
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/96202042739?pwd=ZWt5aUhJYlBOVHJ0bE1RYmF0T2llQT09.     
Meeting ID: 962 0204 2739  Passcode: 021517. 
 
READ Book Study News. The Racial Equality and Discipleship group. Meetings are on 
forth  Saturdays begin at 9am.   Meets this Saturday, January 22nd.                                                                                 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/98451764248?pwd=SVUvT0svaWhsY1d0N3E2aUErc3FiZz09 
Meeting ID: 984 5176 4248     Passcode: 254484 

The flower chart for 2022 is available for  sign up. It is located on the     
bulletin board by the church office or call at 304-725-5316. If you would like to        
donate your flowers for the deacons to deliver to a shut-in or someone in the hospital, 
please call the church office. 

Important TAX NOTICE: To ensure the deductibility of your church contributions, do not file 
your 2021 income tax return until you have accessed your on-line giving statement. If you need the 
office to print a hard copy of your contribution statement please call (304-725-5316) or email 
(ctpres@ctpres.org) the church office. Giving statements will be mailed to those without email by the 
end of January. 

To access your giving statement go to servantkeeper.com/member-portal/ctpres/login#/, go to     
giving history, under “overview” click on the drop down dates and choose year (2021), and the        
option to print your statement needed for tax purposes.  

https://www.facebook.com/CharlesTownPresbyterian
mailto:ctpres@ctpres.org
https://www.paypal.com/us/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_flow&SESSION=RoyqxS6Sqfn-O5-1O-yfRSD7X5afGkKIufKE7V9Ncw5nPTXZHw7K3o9-jey&dispatch=5885d80a13c0db1f8e263663d3faee8da8649a435e198e44a05ba053bc68d12e
http://www.ctpres.org/events-calendar
mailto:mkursey@gmail.com
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/96202042739?pwd=ZWt5aUhJYlBOVHJ0bE1RYmF0T2llQT09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/98451764248?pwd=SVUvT0svaWhsY1d0N3E2aUErc3FiZz09


The Six-cents-a-meal offering, collected 
on the 4th Sunday each month, goes to the  
Presbyterian Hunger Program. To contribute to 
this  offering please note on memo line: hunger 
offering. Thank you.  

For those who wish to continue w ith     
the Bible reading plan in 2022, you can access 
or download the document here. This plan       
is a  little different than the 2021 plan. The 
2021 plan had only five readings per week,     
and we were able to finish the entire New      
Testament. The 2022 plan has two readings 
every day, and they are a little longer, but we 
will read through the whole Bible in a year.       
If you read through the 2021 plan, it is          
okay to use this plan but skip the New            
Testament readings. These are the readings 
from which Pastor John will do his daily devo-
tions each morning on the church    Facebook 
page. https://www.navigators.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/12/navigators-bible-
reading-plan.pdf 

Online giving helps 
you to bring your  
offering before 
God. In addition to 
the   no-fee Face-

book donations and nominal fee Paypal  service, 
we set up  online giving  through the  Presbyterian 
Foundation.  Money  donated via any of these ser-
vices gets deposited to our church bank ac-
count. By going through the Foundation, 
the fee they charge actually helps the  mission of 
their organization, which is to help Presbyterian 
churches to be excellent stewards of their gifts 
and resources. The exciting part about working 
with the foundation is that we are able to use a 
mobile app that is connected to our account. The 
app is called Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement on 
the Google Play or Apple App Store. You can set 
up for weekly, monthly or one time giving! Note: 
If you were previously using the "Give Plus" app, 
that has been superseded by the Vanco Mobile 
Faith Engagement as of January 31, 2022. If you 
have any questions, please contact the church of-
fice. Thank you. 

Want to help make a differ-
ence while you shop in the    
Amazon app, at no extra 
cost to you? Simply  follow 
the instructions below to 

select "Charles Town Presbyterian Church" as 
your charity and activate  AmazonSmile in the 
app. They'll donate a portion of your eligible 
mobile app purchases to us.  How it works:  
1. Open the Amazon app on your phone  
2. Select the main menu (=) & tap on 
"AmazonSmile" within Programs & Features  
3. Select "Charles Town Presbyterian Church" 
as your charity  
4. Follow the on-screen instructions to activate 
AmazonSmile in the mobile app  

Weekly Congregational 
Giving:  
 Needed to Meet      
Expenses Budget: $6,934 
Sunday’s Receipts: $2,529;  

Special Offerings: Loose—$40; Sunday School—
$20; Blanket Offering—$110; Hunger—$15;        
Memorial—$425. 

Checks can be mailed to:                 

CTPC, PO Box 89, Charles Town,   WV 25414   

For electronic  giving,  please scan here:  

JCCM Food  Pantry needs.  Any assis-
tance would   be greatly      appreciat-
ed:  Hot dogs, Ground beef, Eggs, Reg-

ular coffee (not instant), Microwave meals, 
Canned chili with beans, Shelf Stable/
powdered milk, Pancake mix ,Jelly, Rice/pasta 
sides, Boxed mashed potatoes, Flour, Pow-
dered coffee creamer, Dish soap, Laundry de-
tergent, Toothpaste, Deodorant, Shampoo/
Conditioner, Body wash, Paper towels, Cat and 
dog food. Thank you,  Kari Dean, Food Pantry 
Coordinator, JCCM 

2022 Giving Envelopes are now  available 
in the narthex for those attending in person     
worship. Call or email church office (304-725-
5316 or ctpres@ctpres.org) if you would like to 
have envelopes mailed to you. If you give with a 
check, envelopes are not necessary.  If giving with 
cash, please write your name on an envelope to 
enable us to credit your giving statement properly.  

https://www.navigators.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/navigators-book-at-a-time-bible-reading-plan.pdf

