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MUSINGS...

by Pastor John Bethard

When I was in seminary, my preaching professor said this to our class on the
very first day: “You’ll love preaching through advent. Once.” He was not
trying to be snarky; he was illustrating a point. The gospel is amazing and
wonderful, but we can only be so creative with a story we – and more
importantly, our congregants, know so well.
When we know what to expect, it takes the wonder out of things. When we
are watching a film or television show, and we figure out the story before it
ends, we end up bored, because we are no longer watching as if the story is
new or interesting, we are waiting for the end, to see if we were right.
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We are at the end of Holy Week, and in a couple of days, we will celebrate
Easter. We’ve known through the whole season of Lent where the story is
going, especially during Holy Week. Palm Sunday: a royal parade for Jesus.
Thursday: foot washing, the Last Supper, and betrayal. Friday: torture and
crucifixion. Saturday: waiting. Sunday: resurrection. It is the same rhythm
every year.
That is not necessarily a terrible thing. What is most important is how we
prepare for it.
We don’t want our celebration of the most central moment of our faith to be
something we are eager to get over. That is an understandable feeling. The
busiest days of Holy Week are usually Thursday and Friday. Churches have
extra worship services and activities centered around the suffering and death
of Jesus. So, by the time we get to the resurrection, we may find ourselves
feeling a little worn out.
What most churches also do is to not plan anything for the Saturday between
Good Friday and Easter Sunday. This is a gift. I want to suggest that to have
the best possible Easter worship, that we treat Saturday as a Sabbath of sorts.
Some traditions refer to Saturday as, “The Great Easter Vigil,” an intentional
time of waiting for Christ to rise, and a time to reflect on all he suffered on
our behalf.
We may be tempted to treat Saturday as a typical day off and fill it with
errands and chores. No doubt there will be some things we must do, but we
might want to consider holding off on all of it and spend more time in prayer
and reflection to prepare for Sunday.
We most certainly know the end of the story, and it is a phenomenal ending!
Christ rose from the dead, and in his life we find life eternal. Sure, we know
the end, but it is not boring!
Blessings,
Pastor John

Charles Town Presbyterian Children, Youth, and Family Ministries

Kid’s Group!
Sunday April 17thth: No Kids Group, Enjoy your Easter!
Sunday April 24th, 3-5PM: Chronicles of Narnia!
Our last April meeting will be to watch and discuss The Lion, The Witch, and The Wardrobe, a classic fantasy tale by popular 20th century theologian C. S. Lewis. The movie is a bit over two hours
long, wo we will be splitting our viewing into two sessions. Popcorn and other snacks will be plentiful!
Sunday May 1st, 3-5PM: Chronicles of Narnia pt.2 and Jackbox Games!
At our first May meeting we will finish up The Lion, The Witch, and The Wardrobe, and play some
games together from the Jacbox Party Packs. It is sure to be an exciting and dramatic finale to the
movie!
Any questions, please feel free to contact Garth Steven-Jennings (304-725-5316 or garthstevensjennings@ctpres.org.).

The session is looking for a tr easu r er . Du ties inclu de: attending qu ar terly JointFinance Team Meetings,
ensuring all bookkeeping procedures are being followed, presenting
quarterly reports to the Joint Finance Team, and ensuring the annual financial review is completed
and presented to Session. This person should be versed in financial practice and able to commit to
the tasks outlined above. Interested persons are welcome to contact the chair of the finance committee, Kathy Donadio, at feebler8@gmail.com.
The Congregational Nominating Committee has begu n w or k on secu r ing no m inees
for elders, deacons, trustees, and at-large members for next year’s nominating committee. If you
have suggestions for persons the CNC might consider, please be sure to speak with Sue Flanagan,
Hoyle Fulbright, Diane Mayhew, David Weil or Patsy White.

MUSIC NOTES

Blessings!
Penny

from Miss Penny

Celebrations this next 2 weeks
Birthdays

Anniversaries

Karen Christie

Jason & Terri Mullens

Debbie Gregory

David & Laura Van Vuuren

Judy Edwards

Wayne & Mona Thompson

John Mayhew

Shawn & Tracey Pitcock

Sunday @ CTPC
10:30am-Worship Celebration FaceBook

For a complete listing of all of the
church activities, please click here.

John & Bethany Hollida

CTPC Zoom Meetings this week

To join any of the Zoom meetings listed below, please email the church office at
ctpres.org for contact information.
 The Faithweavers is a blended Su n day School class w ith in per son and vir tu al
options led by Margaret Kursey.

CTPC Upcoming Events:
April 15th:

Community Cross Walk at Asbury UMC 10:00am
Good Friday “Come to the Cross” sanctuary open for reflectionmeditation-prayer with piano music 3-4:00pm

April 17th:
April 18th:

Resurrection Sunday
Community Sunrise Service at Jefferson Memorial Park 6:30am
OFFICE CLOSED

New Members class
Pastor John will lead a class for anyone interested in learning more about CTPC. The class takes
about 45 minutes, and at the end, anyone wishing to join the congregation will have a chance to meet
with session members.
Wednesday Bible Study
Wednesday Bible study will resume on Wednesday, May 4 at 4pm. Pastor John will lead a study on
some of Paul’s letters, including Colossians and 1 & 2 Thessalonians. This is a Zoom meeting. Anyone who would like to join the study and needs the login information can email Pastor John at
jbethard@ctpres.org.
Several ladies rings were
found in the women’s
restroom in the hallway
from
the
sanctuary.
Please stop by the church
office to claim.

The Mission and Outreach Committee has voted to initiate a sustained focus on the humanitarian
crisis occurring in Europe because of the war in Ukraine. Our first action is to encourage strong
financial support to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) during the current “One Great Hour
of Sharing” Campaign. PDA is a natural first step because it works by directing resources through
established networks of ecumenical church partners to meet humanitarian needs of displaced people
at the local level. It is currently working through partners in Ukraine and in Romania. The Rev. Dr.
Laurie Kraus, director of PDA, said “It’s a massive, massive refugee response that’s still unfolding,
and that could escalate into a much different sort of issue.” As of late March, 3.6 million people have
left Ukraine and 6.48 million have been displaced within the country. The Committee is also investigating other organizations for longer-term relationships through which we can provide both financial and in-kind support to the Ukrainian people. The One Great Hour of Sharing Offering will be
collected on Easter Sunday, April 17th.

Charles Town Presbyterian Church is hosting the local walk for World Vision’s “Global 6K for
Water” at 9:00 am on Saturday, May 21 beginning at the church parking lot. Six kilometers is the
average distance many people in the developing world must walk to obtain clean water. Their team
name is Charles Town Water Walkers with a motto of “We walk for water, not on water.” World
Vision’s motto is “Every step you take is one they won’t have to.” If you would like to join the
group for a good cause and get a little exercise at the same time, you can register at https://
global6k.worldvision.org . Your $50 registration ($25 for children) provides water for one individual, FOR LIFE! If you personally are unable to walk but would like to sponsor someone, you can
do that also at the website. Please consider joining the group to provide a pipeline for an entire
village!
Mission and Outreach is looking for pictures to use on June the 18th for downtown Charles Town
Days. We hope to have a table with a picture display of how we Know, Grow and Serve. We also will
have a craft for kids as well as have a bag with candy kisses and a Bible verse. Please go through your
pictures and send them to Diane Mayhew or Patsy White. This will be a fun day to be downtown as
well as let the community know what we are doing at CTPC. Thanks!

Be the Light! Be sure to check out the updated bulletin board outside the sanctuary." Be the
light" lightening bugs are all over the place!
The First Saturday of the month meal schedule for our Friendship meals is almost complete!
May 7th:
Signe Garms
June 4th:
Worship team
July 2nd:
Ruth and Gary Scott
August 6th:
Deacons
September 3rd:
Choirs
October 1st:
George Tabb and Jason Mullens
November 5th:
Yokefellow's Sunday school class
December 3rd:
???? Can you be the light this month?
Thanks to all who have contributed to cooking and helping serve. This is a
local mission that would be impossible without so many hearts and hands.
Patsy White, Mission and Outreach Team

Weekly Congregational
Giving:
Needed to Meet
Expenses Budget: $6,934
Sunday’s Receipts: $3,489;
Special Offerings: Loose—$4; Sunday School—
$80; Lilies—$40; OGHS—$400.
Checks can be mailed to:
CTPC, PO Box 89,
Charles Town, WV 25414
For electronic giving, please scan
here:
Online giving helps you
to bring your offering
before God. In addition
to the no-fee Facebook
donations and nominal fee Paypal service, we set
up online giving through the Presbyterian Foundation. Money donated via any of these services
gets deposited to our church bank account.
By going through the Foundation, the fee they
charge actually helps the mission of their organization, which is to help Presbyterian churches to
be excellent stewards of their gifts and resources.
The exciting part about working with the foundation is that we are able to use a mobile app that is
connected to our account. The app is called Vanco
Mobile Faith Engagement on the Google Play or
Apple App Store. You can set up for weekly,
monthly or one time giving! Note: If you were
previously using the "Give Plus" app, that has
been superseded by the Vanco Mobile Faith
Engagement as of January 31, 2022. If you have
any questions, please contact the church office.
Thank you.
2022 Giving Envelopes ar e no w available
in the narthex for those attending in person
worship. Call or email church office (304-7255316 or ctpres@ctpres.org) if you would like to
have envelopes mailed to you. If you give with a
check, envelopes are not necessary. If giving with
cash, please write your name on an envelope to
enable us to credit your giving statement properly.
The flower chart for 2022 is
available for sign up. It is located on
the bulletin board by the church office
or call at 304-725-5316. If you would
like to donate your flowers for the deacons to deliver to a shut-in or someone in the hospital,
please call the church office.

For those who wish to continue w ith
the Bible reading plan in 2022, you can access
or download the document here. This plan
is a little different than the 2021 plan. The
2021 plan had only five readings per week,
and we were able to finish the entire New
Testament. The 2022 plan has two readings
every day, and they are a little longer, but we
will read through the whole Bible in a year.
If you read through the 2021 plan, it is
okay to use this plan but skip the New
Testament readings. These are the readings
from which Pastor John will do his daily devotions each morning on the church Facebook
page.
https://www.navigators.org/wpcontent/uploads/2021/12/navigators-biblereading-plan.pdf
Want to help make a difference
while you shop in the Amazon
app, at no extra cost to you?
Simply follow the instructions
below to select "Charles Town Presbyterian
Church" as your charity and activate AmazonSmile in the app. They'll donate a portion of
your eligible mobile app purchases to us. How
it works:
1. Open the Amazon app on your phone
2. Select the main menu (=) & tap on
"AmazonSmile" within Programs & Features
3. Select "Charles Town Presbyterian Church"
as your charity
4. Follow the on-screen instructions to activate
AmazonSmile in the mobile app
JCCM Food Pantry needs. Any assistance would be greatly appreciated:
hot dogs, ground beef, eggs, shelf
stable/powdered milk, jelly, powdered coffee
creamer, salt, sugar, cooking oil, dish soap,
laundry detergent, deodorant, shampoo/
conditioner, paper towels, cat and dog food.
Thank you, Kari Dean, Food Pantry Coordinator, JCCM

