May 27–
June 2, 2022

MUSINGS...

by Pastor John Bethard

Memorial Day weekend is the unofficial start of summer. I hope you all have
celebrations of some kind planned this weekend. Be sure not to forget what
Monday is all about – remembering those who gave their lives in service to
this country. As we are about to start the summer months, I wanted to let
you know some of what’s ahead.
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The Meaning of Life: A Study of Ecclesiastes
Beginning in June, I will start preaching through the book of Ecclesiastes.
This is a unique book. It sometimes strikes a cynical tone, and there is only
scant mention of God. However, there is a gold mine of teachings and ideas
in the book. The author of the book, most likely Solomon, the son of David,
set out to find the meaning of life, looking to knowledge, experiences, and
eventually landing on his faith in God (sorry for the spoiler alert!). In a world
that grows more cynical every day, and values experience over everything
else, a study of Ecclesiastes seems appropriate.
Wednesday Bible Study: The Letters of Paul
Starting this Wednesday, weekly Bible study will resume on Zoom each week
at 4pm. We will start studying Paul’s “lesser” letters – Colossians, 1 & 2 Thessalonians, and so forth. Each of these letters has applicable points for how we
understand our faith. I hope you can join us. If you need the Zoom link,
please email me at jbethard@ctpres.org.
Summer Sunday School: Tools for a Growing Faith
I will be leading the Faithweavers Sunday School class this summer along
with Garth Stevens-Jennings. We will be studying an expanded version of
the series we did during Lent, “Tools for a Growing Faith.” We will learn
about Bible Study, worship, prayer, and other important disciplines. Each
topic will take about two weeks. I am really looking forward to these topics
and this whole experience.
Good News
I also wanted to share some good news. First, the work is finished on the
fellowship hall and manse roofs. The leaks are a thing of the past! We have
also received some wonderful gifts to offset the cost of the roof repairs. To
date, the congregation has given over $11,000! Thank you to all who
contributed!
Last Saturday, a dozen people from our congregation and community
participated in World Vision’s 6K Walk for Water. This was the first time we
participated, and our group raised over $1700! Well done (see pic below).
Blessings,
Pastor John

Charles Town Presbyterian Children, Youth, and Family Ministries

Kid’s Group!
Sunday May 29th, 3-5PM: Voyage of the Dawn Treader and Games!
Our activity this week will be another entry in the Chronicles of Narnia, The Voyage of the Dawn
Treader! We will watch and discuss the theology and Christian themes of the movie for the first
hour, and play some fun games for the second hour!
Bring out your Bricks: DFM Lego drive!
Do you or someone you know have any old legos collecting dust in an attic or storage room? Donate
them to the Youth and Children's Ministry, where they will be used for a number of upcoming
events, including the creation of model of Charles Town Presbyterian Church and contests to recreate iconic Bible scenes! Contact Garth for more info, or drop your donations by his office.
Any questions, please feel free to contact Garth Steven-Jennings (304-725-5316 or garthstevensjennings@ctpres.org.

Session News
At the April 17 stated meeting of the session, the elders took the following actions:


Reviewed the concept of over and under-functioning as part of the pastor’s ongoing education for the session.



Added the 2021 statistical report for matters of record to the session minutes. This action
corrects an oversight from earlier in the year.



Heard reports from the committees. We have an exciting summer ahead with a “Summer
Olympics” day preceding Vacation Bible School in July. VBS will be a daytime event this
year and will require many volunteers to make happen.



Unanimously endorsed the installation of monitors in the sanctuary. Earlier in the year,
the session voted to approve the idea, “in principle,” which allowed the Worship and
Music and Communicating with Technology to explore the idea and what we need to
complete this project. With the committees supportive and ready to move forward, the
endorsement from the session means that these monitors will become a reality. The
committees will work together to complete the project while also determining how to
appropriately use this technology during worship.



Called a congregational meeting for Sunday, June 12, following worship to hear a report
from the nominating committee. The committee is making the following nominations:
CNC class or 2023: Henry Christie, Allen Peacher, Bob Tansill; Elder class of 2025:
Doyle Criswell, Marsha Dibbern, Lazan Rogers; Deacon class of 2023: Tommy Morgan;
class of 2025: Judy Edwards, Sue Flanagan, Debbie Henshaw, Brooks Kursey; Trustee
class of 2025: Steve Bossung, Thane Van Zomeren.



After a long search, appointed Gordon Myers to serve as church treasurer. Gordon has
been worshiping with CTPC for some time. He is a former CPA with a wealth of financial
knowledge, and we look forward to his ministry in this capacity!

The Session has called a congr egational m eeting for Su nday, Ju ne 12th, fo llo w ing
worship to hear a report form the congregational nominating committee. The committee is making
the following nominations: CNC class of 2023: Henry Christie, Allen Peacher, Bob Tansill; Elder
class of 2025: Doyle Criswell, Marsha Dibbern, Lazan Rogers; Deacon class of 2023: Tommy
Morgan; class of 2025: Judy Edwards, Sue Flanagan, Debbie Henshaw, Brooks Kursey; Trustee
class of 2025: Steve Bossung, Thane Van Zomeren.

Sunday @ CTPC

Celebrations this week

10:30am-Worship Celebration FaceBook

Anniversaries

For a complete listing of all of the
church activities, please click here.

Mark & Mary Day
Michael & Heather Duncan
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
Monday, May 31st, in observance of Memorial Day.

Yokefellows BBQ Pork dinner. Get your tickets now from any Yokefellow and plan to
join us on Saturday, June 11th, 4:30-7:00 pm, for fresh pork BBQ, slaw, mac & cheese,
baked bean, desserts, and drinks provided. Tickets: $15.00 adults; $7.00 children under
12 years; Free children under 3 years. Proceeds from the dinner will be used to offset
repairs to the fellowship hall roof.
GRADUATE INFORMATION: W e w ill be r ecognizing ou r gr adu ates
during the worship service on June 12th.
Emma Damm—College of the Atlantic
Jessica Donadio—George Mason
Sydney Fulbright
Rosalyn LaVallee—Washington High School
Camdyn Noland—Washington High School
Briana Pizzuti—Washington High School
Congratulations, Grads!!

MUSIC NOTES

from Miss Penny

“Attitude of Gratitude”
It’s Almost Summer!
Summer is almost here and I know many of you are making plans for vacations, staycations, and
other activities.
I’ve been making plans too!

Our Glory Singers have worked really hard this past year adding wonderful to our worship celebrations! The choir will be taking the whole month of July off. You know what that means? I will be
calling on the talents of the congregation for special music!
Our Geneva ringers will be ringing on June 5th and then they will be off until August. Hope you can
join us in-person for worship on June 5th!
Hopefully our Carol choir can sing one more song before their summer break!
Please include worship in any summer plans you make, be it at CTPC or another state. If you’d like
to participate in special music during the month of July, please feel free to contact me before I contact you!
Blessings! Penny

Charles Town’s “Water Walkers” start a new tradition

On a very warm Saturday morning, May 21st, a team of a
dozen walkers set off from Charles Town Presbyterian
Church to participate in World Vision’s Global Six Kilometer for Water. The team w as du bbed the “Charles
Town Water Walkers,” with the slogan “We walk FOR water,
not ON water.”
The Water Walkers were organized under the umbrella of
the World Vision Global Six Kilometer for Water, held annually in May. The objective of the Global 6K for Water is to
raise funds to provide clean water sources for communities
and people in developing countries, and to provide facilities
such as latrines, as well as education to promote good hygiene and to minimize exposure and transmission of disease. World Vision focuses on six kilometers
(just under 4 miles) as the average round-trip distance people in the developing world must walk to
get access to water sources, and they note that it may not even be a clean source. World Vision’s slogan for the 6K for Water is EVERY STEP YOU TAKE IS ONE THEY WON’T HAVE TO!
This year marked the Water Walkers’ first year of participation, but Charles Town Presbyterian plans to make this a
new tradition and annual event. While others might choose
to run the 6km distance, the Water
Walkers all chose to
walk, and had a good time of fellowship as they walked.
This first year, the Team gathered 12 walkers and raised
over $1700, but already has more registered for next year’s
event. Team Organizer, Donna Staniec, said “We were
thrilled with the outcome of this first effort, because we had
limited time to organize once our church committed to support the walk. All our participants said they enjoyed the camaraderie of the walk, and the cause of providing basic access to clean water and good hygiene is something everyone can support. We can already see that
we will have a larger group walking next year, and we hope this will become a local Charles Town
event that will have global impact in the future. World Vision reported that over 24,000 walkers
supported this year’s event world-wide, and the funds raised are expected to provide clean water and
improved sanitation and hygiene for over 44,000 people in developing countries. Our objective is to
increase Charles Town’s level of support to this effort in each coming year.”

Mission and Outreach is looking for pictures to use on June the 18th for downtown Charles Town
Days. We hope to have a table with a picture display of how we Know, Grow and Serve. We also will
have a craft for kids as well as have a bag with candy kisses and a Bible verse. Please go through your
pictures and send them to Diane Mayhew or Patsy White. This will be a fun day to be downtown as
well as let the community know what we are doing at CTPC. Thanks!
Friendship Ministry Meal
Several years ago, we changed the name of the meals served form
“Homeless Meals” to “Friendship Ministry Meals.” We did this because
we realized that many who were coming for a meal were not homeless,
but they were hungry. For many of our guests it is the only meal they will
have that day. Some of our guests live in a single hotel room with their
entire family with no ability to cook a hot meal.
Matthew 25:35 says, “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat.
I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink. I was a stranger and
you invited me in.” Feeding the hungry is an expectation Jesus has of his followers. Now more
than ever our Christian family needs to step up to help with this community mission. Everything is
extremely expensive right now. I wonder as I pay for our weekly groceries how others who are less
fortunate are able to buy food for their family. You can help by volunteering you time and monies.
We serve meals only twelve times a year. We serve the first Saturday of each month at 5:30pm. Our
servers plan the meal and arrive at 4:30pmto begin packing the meals in carry out containers.
These are the servers for the rest of this year. June 4th, the worship team. July 2nd, Ruth and Gary
Scott. August 6th, the Deacons. September 3rd, the choirs. October 1, George Tabb and Jason
Mullens. November 5th, the Yokefellow’s Sunday school class. December 3rd, the Mission and
Outreach committee. Each and everyone of these groups could use help. It might be just bringing a
case of water or bringing cookies. Of course, you could stop by and donate your time by helping to
fix carryout containers. It only takes about an hour. Pray about how you can help and then
volunteer. Many hands make fast work!
Life Line Screening, the nation’s leading provider of preventive health
screenings, will offer affordable, non-invasive and painless health screenings at Charles Town Presbyterian Church on Tuesday, July 5, 2022. A
package of five screenings to identify risk for stroke, heart disease and other chronic conditions will
be offered:
Carotid Artery Screening (Plaque). An u ltr asou nd is per fo r m ed to scr een the car o tid
arteries (a pair of blood vessels in the neck that deliver blood to your brain) for buildup of fatty
plaque. This buildup, called atherosclerosis, is one of the leading causes of stroke.
Peripheral Arterial Disease Screening. An Ankle -Brachial Index (ABI) test is performed using blood pressure cuffs on the arms and legs. It is important to screen for PAD because it increases
the risk of coronary artery disease, heart attack, or stroke.1
Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm (AAA). An u ltr asou nd is per fo r m ed to scr een the abdominal aorta for the presence of an enlargement or aneurysm. AAA can lead to a ruptured aortic
artery, which is a serious medical emergency.
Atrial Fibrillation. A 6-lead electrocardiogram (EKG) is performed by placing sensors on the
arms and legs to screen for Atrial Fibrillation. AFib can lead to blood clots, stroke, and heart failure,
and other heart-related complications.2
Osteoporosis Risk. An u ltr asou nd is per for m ed to m easu re the shin bone for abno r mal bone mass density. This can help assess the risk of osteoporosis, a disease where bones become
weak and brittle.
These 5 vital screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete. Register by calling toll free 1-888-6536441, text the word "circle" to 797979 or online at https://llsa.social/HS

Weekly Congregational
Giving:
Needed to Meet
Expenses Budget: $6,934
Checks can be mailed to:
CTPC, PO Box 89,
Charles Town, WV 25414
For electronic giving, please scan
here:

Online giving helps you
to bring your offering
before God. In addition
to the no-fee Facebook
donations and nominal fee Paypal service, we set
up online giving through the Presbyterian Foundation. Money donated via any of these services
gets deposited to our church bank account.
By going through the Foundation, the fee they
charge actually helps the mission of their organization, which is to help Presbyterian churches to
be excellent stewards of their gifts and resources.
The exciting part about working with the foundation is that we are able to use a mobile app that is
connected to our account. The app is called Vanco
Mobile Faith Engagement on the Google Play or
Apple App Store. You can set up for weekly,
monthly or one time giving! Note: If you were
previously using the "Give Plus" app, that has
been superseded by the Vanco Mobile Faith
Engagement as of January 31, 2022. If you have
any questions, please contact the church office.
Thank you.
2022 Giving Envelopes ar e no w available
in the narthex for those attending in person
worship. Call or email church office (304-7255316 or ctpres@ctpres.org) if you would like to
have envelopes mailed to you. If you give with a
check, envelopes are not necessary. If giving with
cash, please write your name on an envelope to
enable us to credit your giving statement properly.
The flower chart for 2022 is
available for sign up. It is located on
the bulletin board by the church office
or call at 304-725-5316. If you would
like to donate your flowers for the deacons to deliver to a shut-in or someone in the hospital,
please call the church office.

For those who wish to continue w ith
the Bible reading plan in 2022, you can access
or download the document here. This plan
is a little different than the 2021 plan. The
2021 plan had only five readings per week,
and we were able to finish the entire New
Testament. The 2022 plan has two readings
every day, and they are a little longer, but we
will read through the whole Bible in a year.
If you read through the 2021 plan, it is
okay to use this plan but skip the New
Testament readings. These are the readings
from which Pastor John will do his daily devotions each morning on the church Facebook
page.
https://www.navigators.org/wpcontent/uploads/2021/12/navigators-biblereading-plan.pdf
Want to help make a difference
while you shop in the Amazon
app, at no extra cost to you?
Simply follow the instructions
below to select "Charles Town Presbyterian
Church" as your charity and activate AmazonSmile in the app. They'll donate a portion of
your eligible mobile app purchases to us. How
it works:
1. Open the Amazon app on your phone
2. Select the main menu (=) & tap on
"AmazonSmile" within Programs & Features
3. Select "Charles Town Presbyterian Church"
as your charity
4. Follow the on-screen instructions to activate
AmazonSmile in the mobile app
JCCM Food Pantry needs. Any assistance would be greatly appreciated:
hot dogs, ground beef, eggs, shelf
stable/powdered milk, jelly, powdered coffee
creamer, salt, sugar, cooking oil, dish soap,
laundry detergent, deodorant, shampoo/
conditioner, paper towels, cat and dog food.
Thank you, Kari Dean, Food Pantry Coordinator, JCCM

