When directed,
please come to
the front of the
sanctuary. The
servers will tear
off a small piece
of bread and
serve you. Please
dip it in the cup,
partake, and
return to your
seat. Ifyou are
unable to com
Jorward, raise
your hand and
an elder will
bring the
elements to you.
Please indicate to
your server if
you would like to
receive gluten
free bread.

Our sending is a
recommitment to
the mission of
Charles Town
Presbyterian
Church.

All songs used by
permission.
Reprinted under
OneLicense
#A-709478
Permission to
podcast/stream
the music in this
service obtained
SJrom
ONELICENSE
#A-736371

All rights
reserved.

Glory to God

the Presbyterian
Hymnal © 2013
Westminster
John Knox Press.

*Sung Response  “Raise a Song of Gladness” No. 155 CH ARLES TOWN PRESBYTERI AN CHURCH
SuNDAY, JANUARY 4, 2026

*Prayer of Thanksgiving 10:30 AM

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper

*Song “As with Gladness Men of Old” No. 150

*Sending

Brothers and sisters, as the Church of Jesus Christ, go from
this place...

Knowing Christ, growing in God’s love, and serving
as the Holy Spirit leads.

Staff
Pastor John Bethard jbethard@ctpres.org
Music Director Penny Liston penfvfarm@aol.com
Church Secretary Rebecca Kaetzel rkaetzel @ctpres.org
Nursery Attendant Jordan McLain
Custodian Ed Brown

The Session
Diane Mayhew, Beth Pugh, Patsy White
Christian Pechuekonis, Kathy Shue, Roger Snook
Chris Clark, Doyle Criswell, Brooks Kursey

Class of 2026

Class of 2027

Class of 2028
Board of Deacons

Matthew Henshaw, Anne Portrey, Bob Tansill

Tommy Morgan, Gary Scott, Ruth Scott

Sue Flanagan, Hoyle Fulbright, Daniel Beeson

Class of 2026
Class of 2027
Class of 2028

Know. Grow. Serve.

www.ctpres.org

Trustees
Class of 2026
Class of 2027
Class of 2028

Margaret Kursey
Marty Kable
Janet Harner


mailto:jbethard@ctpres.org

Please use this
time to quietly
prepare for
worship.

Songs listed with
“No. ” are found
in the purple
hymnal. Songs
listed with
“LUYH” are
Sound in the light
blue songbook.

When this
symbol (*)
precedes an
element of the
service, please
rise in body or
spirit.

Confessing our
sins brings us
to a place of
humility,
allowing us to
hear God more
clearly as we
worship.

Please be sure to silence your cell phones
Welcome and Announcements

Prelude “Watchman, Tell Us of the Night”

(© 2017 by Hal Leonard.) music by Jacob Hintze

Call to Worship
He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High
will abide in the shadow of the Almighty.
I will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress,
my God, in whom I trust.”
For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler
and from the deadly pestilence.
He will cover you with his pinions, and under his
wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness is a
shield and buckler.

Psalm 91:1-4

*Song “Sing of God Made Manifest” No. 156

Prayer of Confession (in unison)

Holy God, you call us to testify to the light of Christ,
which enlightens everyone, but we hide in the
shadows and shrink from bearing witness to the
light. Yet, even now, you dwell among us, full of
grace and truth. Empower us to embody your love
and embrace your hope. Long after the wreaths and
ribbons are packed away, remind us that your light
still pierces the darkness. Sustain our joy, surround
us with peace, and inspire us to bear witness to your
abundant grace and enduring truth. Amen.

Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon...
Friends, believe the good news of the gospel,
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

*Sung Response to Confession
“We Three Kings of Orient Are” No. 151

(vs. 5 & refrain)

Children’s Moment Pastor John
Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer

*Song “What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright” No. 152
Scripture Romans 1:18-31; 2:1-5 p. 1116
Message “Them Are Us” Pastor John

*Profession of Faith “Apostles’ Creed” (see screen)

Sharing of our Gifts and Offerings

Musical Offering “We Three Kings” John H. Hopkins, Jr.

(© 1995 by Hal Leonard Corp.)

The congrega-
tion responds in
song because
God hears our
prayer.

Prayerin
worship
connects us to
God and to one
another.

While not
written by the
apostles the
Apostles
Reflects the faith
of the early
church. It has
undergone
numerous
revisions
attaining its
JSfinal form
during the 8th
century.

Please pass the
offering plate to
your neighbors
in your pew.

Offering is our
response to all
that God has
given us!

The musical
offering allows
us time to reflect
on all that God
has given us.




Notes:

The week ahead at Charles Town Presbyterian Church

Sunday, January 4 (all ages) Wednesday, January 7
9:00am Education Hour (all ages) 7:00pm CAV Meeting
10:30am Worship Celebration 8:00pm A.A. Meeting
4-6:00pm Pathfinders Youth Group

Friday, January 9
Monday, January 5 7:30am A.A. Meeting
5:30-1:00pm Meals on Wheels (Mon-Fri)
7:30am A.A. Meeting Saturday, January 10
5:00pm Prayer Group 8:00pm A.A. Meeting
7:00pm Stewardship & Vision Meeting
7:30pm A.A. Meeting Sunday, January 11

9:00am Education Hour (all ages)
Tuesday, January 6 10:30am Worship Celebration
6:30pm A.A. District Meeting 11:30am Congregational Meeting
7:00pm Mission & Outreach Meeting 4-6:00pm Pathfinders Youth Group

Today’s Scripture Reading
Romans 1:18-31; 2:1-5

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 9 For
what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to
them. 20For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine
nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the
things that have been made. So they are without excuse. 2 For although they
knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but
they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were
darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 23and exchanged the glory
of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals
and creeping things.
24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the
dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, 25because they exchanged the
truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the
Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.
26 For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women
exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to nature; 27and the men
likewise gave up natural relations with women and were consumed with passion
for one another, men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in
themselves the due penalty for their error.
28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a
debased mind to do what ought not to be done. 29They were filled with all
manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of envy,
murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips, 3°slanderers, haters of
God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to
parents, 3! foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless.

2 Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in
passing judgment on another you condemn yourself, because you, the judge,
practice the very same things. 2We know that the judgment of God rightly falls
on those who practice such things. 3Do you suppose, O man—you who judge
those who practice such things and yet do them yourself—that you will escape
the judgment of God? 40Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness
and forbearance and patience, not knowing that God's kindness is meant to lead
you to repentance? 5But because of your hard and impenitent heart you
are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God's righteous
judgment will be revealed.



ANNOUNCEMENTS
We Warmly Welcome Visitors in the name of our Lord. We invite you to tell us more about
yourself by filling out a visitor’s card, and placing it in the offering plate located in the narthex.

Congregational Meeting. The annual congregational meeting will be held immediately
following worship next Sunday, January 11th. We will hear brief reports from committees, and
review the 2025 budget.

Ordination and Installation of deacons and elders for the class of 2027 will take place
during worship on Sunday, January 11th. Those to be ordained and installed are: Deacons: Sue
Flanagan, Hoyle Fulbright, Daniel Beeson; Elders: Chris Clark, Doyle Criswell, Brooks Kursey.

Save Lives By Giving to the Blanket Offering for Church World Service to be collected next
Sunday, January 11th. Help fight hunger and malnutrition, meet emergency needs, nurture
sustainable development, assist refugees and displaced persons, and help address the root
causes of poverty and powerlessness.

The Discipleship and Family Ministry Committee is sponsoring an afternoon of Family
Bowling (billiards and ping pong also available). Food, Fellowship at Shepherd University
Student Center, on Sunday February 1, 2026, 3-5:00pm. Youth/Families, Old/Young,
Singles/Couples, EVERYONE is invited. Please join us — there is no cost for participation. Shoes
are provided. The Student Center is located at 301 N King St. in Shepherdstown.

It is urgent that we create a list of people who would volunteer to keep the nursery with
Jordan for the immediate future. There will be a signup sheet on the piano and in the narthex.
If you have not had a background check with CTPC this will need to be done. DFM will start
taking resumes for this position right away. If you know someone who might be interested
please call the church office: 304 725 5316.

A nursery is available for children ages infant -5. Please see an usher for more information.

Activity Bags for children attending Worship services are now available. Deacons will be
offering them to any child attending. Children who are visiting may take the Activity Bag home
with them. Children who are regular attenders will leave their bag in the Narthex to be used
again the following Sunday.

Yokefellows Sunday School class is in need to two Sunday school teachers. Teachers are
furnished with teaching materials from the Adult Bible Studies series. Teachers will only be
asked to teach one Sunday per month. Please contact the church office if you are interested
(304-725-5316 or ctpres@ctpres.org).

The CTPC Hospitality Center has created this wish list to assist in mainte-
nance and growth. All donations greatly appreciated!

JOYS AND CONCERNS
Birthdays this week: John Bethard.

Concerns: U.S. troops serving worldwide. Please continue to pray for those who are sick.
Missionaries supported by CTPC: Drake Williams, Mark Hare in Haiti, Michael & Cathy Sander
in Eswatini. Please keep these faithful servants in prayer.

Christmas Eve Worship: In-person—146; View—88
Last Sunday Worship : In-person —39; Nursery—o; Views—142

Weekly Congregational Giving Needed to Meet Expenses Budget: $6,934.
General Offering —$1,430; Designated Offering—Christmas Eve—$781; Hunger—110;
Poinsettias—$12.

Ushers for January: TBD
Worship Assistants January: 11th-Margaret Kursey, 18th-Sue Flanagan

Ushers for February: TBD
Worship Assistants February: 8th-Henry Christie, 22nd-Lynne Pechuekonis

CTPC Upcoming Events:

January 11th Ordination/Installation of officers
Blanket Offering
Congregational Meeting following worship 11:30am
February 1st DFM Family Bowling at Shepherd Univ. Student Center 3-5:00pm

For electronic giving, please scan here:




