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*Prayer of Thanksgiving

Eighth Lesson Matthew 2:1-11
*Carol “Silent Night, Holy Night!”
Nineth Lesson John 1:1-14

*Song “O Come, All Ye Faithful”
*Sending

p- 960
No. 122
(vs.1&4)

p. 1053

No. 133
(vs.1,3&4)

Brothers and sisters, as the Church of Jesus Christ, go from

this place...

Knowing Christ, growing in God’s love, and serving

as the Holy Spirit leads.
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Please use this
time to quietly
prepare for
worship.

Songs listed with
“No. ” are found
in the purple
hymnal. Songs
listed with
“LUYH” are
Sound in the light
blue songbook.

When this
symbol (*)
precedes an
element of the
service, please
rise in body or
spirit.

Confessing our
sins brings us
to a place of
humility,
allowing us to
hear God more
clearly as we
worship.

Please be sure to silence your cell phones

Welcome and Announcements

Prelude “Breath of Heaven” arr. Carol Tornquist
(© 1992 Age to Age Music)
First Lesson Genesis 3:8-15 p-3
*Carol “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” No. 82
Second Lesson Genesis 22:15-18 p- 19
*Carol “Prepare the Way, O Zion” No. 106
(vs.1&3)

Prayer of Confession (unison)

Holy God, we have seen the Christ child in the
manger, and we know that you are a light to all
people. Forgive us when our lives are not shaped by
the Christmas story, when our hearts are not open
to the leading of your spirit, when our hands are not
open to help a neighbor in need. Speak your good
news to us once more, forgive us, and bring us
peace. Amen.

Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon...
Friends, believe the good news of the gospel,
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

Third Lesson Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 p. 680
*Carol “Lord, the Light of Your Love Is Shining” No. 192
(vs. 1 & refrain)

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer

Fourth Lesson Isaiah 11:1-9 No. 683
*Carol “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” No. 129
(vs.1&3)

Fifth Lesson Luke 1:26-38 No. 1016
*Carol “My Soul Gives Glory to My God” No. 99
(vs.1,2&5)

Sixth Lesson Matthew 1:18-23 No. 959
*Carol “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks” No. 118

(vs.1,3,6)

Seventh Lesson Luke 2:8-16 p. 1018
*Carol “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” No. 119

Sharing of our Gifts and Offerings
(for digital giving, please use QR Code on insert)

Musical Offering  “All the Earth Will Sing Your Praises”
(© 2003 Integrity's Hosanna) ~ arT. Carol TOI'an.iSt

Prayerin
worship
connects us to
God and to one
another.

Please pass the
offering plate to
your neighbors
in your pew.

Offering is our
response to all
that God has
given us!

The musical
offering allows
us time to reflect
on all that God
has given us.




Eighth Lesson Matthew 2:1-11
2 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise
men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the
Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3When Herod the king
heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and assembling all the chief priests
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5 They told him,
“In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:
6“And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of
Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.””

7Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star
had appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child,
and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 9 After
listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it
rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 1 When they saw
the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. * And going into the house, they saw the child
with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treas-

ures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.

Nineth Lesson John 1:1-14
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was
in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any
thing made that was made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines
in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear witness
about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear
witness about the light.
9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 1° He was in the world,
and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 1 He came to his
own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in
his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the
will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the
only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

The week ahead at Charles Town Presbyterian Church

Sunday, December 28

Friday, January 2

10:30am Worship Celebration OFFICE CLOSED
7:30am A.A. Meeting

Monday, December 29

5:30-1:00pm Meals on Wheels (Mon-Fri) Saturday, January3y

7:30am A.A. Meeting 5:30pm Frlendshlp Ministry Meal

7:30pm A.A. Meeting 8:00pm A.A. Meeting

Wednesday, December 31 —New Year’s Eve Sunday, January 4

8:00pm A.A. Meeting 9:00am Education Hour (all ages)
10:30am Worship Celebration

Thursday, January 1— Happy New Year! 4-6:00pm Pathfinder’s Youth Group

OFFICE CLOSED
5:30pm Friendship Ministry Meal

First Lesson Genesis 3:8-15
8 And they heard the sound of the LorD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and
the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LorD God among the trees of the
garden. 9 But the LorD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 1 And he said,
“I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid
myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I
commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she
gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the LorRD God said to the woman, “What is this that
you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 The LorD God said to
the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock and above all
beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life.
15T will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring;
he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”

Second Lesson Genesis 22:15-18
15 And the angel of the LorD called to Abraham a second time from heaven ¢ and said, “By
myself I have sworn, declares the LoRD, because you have done this and have not withheld your
son, your only son, 7 I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars
of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of
his enemies, 8 and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you
have obeyed my voice.”

Third Lesson Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep
darkness, on them has light shone.
6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince
of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of
David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LoRD of hosts will do this.

Fourth Lesson Isaiah 11:1-9
11 There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall
bear fruit.
2 And the Spirit of the LorD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the
Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lorp.
3 And his delight shall be in the fear of the LorD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or
decide disputes by what his ears hear,
4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the
earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he
shall kill the wicked.
5 Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins.
6 The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and the
calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them.
7The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat
straw like the ox.
8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall put his hand
on the adder's den.
9 They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the
knowledge of the LorD as the waters cover the sea.



ANNOUNCEMENTS
We Warmly Welcome Visitors in the name of our Lord. We invite you to tell us more about yourself
by filling out a visitor’s card, and placing it in the offering plate located in the narthex.

Six-cents-a-meal offering will be collected today to benefit the Presbyterian Hunger Program.

The church office will be closed on Thursday, January 1st, and Friday, January 2nd. Happy New Year!

Congregational Meeting. The annual congregational meeting immediately following worship on
Sunday, January 11th. We will hear brief reports from committees, and review the 2027budget.

A nursery is available for children ages infant -5. Please see an usher for more information.

Activity Bags for children attending Worship services are now available. Deacons will be offering them
to any child attending. Children who are visiting may take the Activity Bag home with them. Children who
are regular attenders will leave their bag in the Narthex to be used again the following Sunday.

Yokefellows Sunday School class is in need to two Sunday school teachers. Teachers are furnished
with teaching materials from the Adult Bible Studies series. Teachers will only be asked to teach one Sun-
day per month. Please contact the church office if you are interested (304-725-5316 or ctpres@ctpres.org).

Online giving helps you to bring your offering before God in a simple, and secure way. You can choose
from The Presbyterian Foundation, Facebook, or PayPal, each of which have a nominal fee that you can
include as part of your gift. The Presbyterian Foundation fee does help the organization’s mission, and you
can easily use a mobile app (Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement on Google Play/Apple AppStore) to set up
for repeating or one time giving. If you have any questions, please contact the church office. Donation op-
tions and tax information at www.ctpres.org (http://www.ctpres.org).

The CTPC Hospitality Center has created this wish list to assist in maintenance and
growth. All donations greatly appreciated!

JOYS AND CONCERNS
Birthdays this week: Amy Low.

Concerns: U.S. troops serving worldwide. Please continue to pray for those who are sick.
Missionaries supported by CTPC: Drake Williams, Mark Hare in Haiti, Michael & Cathy Sand-
er Please keep these faithful servants in prayer.

Last Sunday Worship : In-person —58; Nursery—2; Virtual Views—209; Longest Night—17

Weekly Congregational Giving Needed to Meet Expenses Budget: $6,934.

General Offering —$2,760; Designated Offering—Sunday School—$80; Loose—$75; Fellowship Fundrais-
er—$100; Poinsettias—$37; Joy—$70; Restore God’s House—$200; Sound System—$100.

Ushers for December: Matthew Henshaw (head), Brooks Kursey (counter), Ann Portrey

Ushers for January: TBD
Worship Assistants January: 11th-Margaret Kursey, 18th: Sue Flanagan

CTPC Upcoming Events:

January 1st OFFICE CLOSED—Happy New Year
January 2nd OFFICE CLOSED
January 11th Annual Congregational Meeting following worship

For electronic giving, please scan here:

Fifth Lesson Luke 1:26-38
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee
named Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored
one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern
what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you
have found favor with God. 3t And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.
And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”
34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”
35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of
God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is
the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with
God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your
word.” And the angel departed from her.

Sixth Lesson Matthew 1:18-23
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy
Spirit. 9 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved
to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord ap-
peared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife,
for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 2 She will bear a son, and you shall call
his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what
the Lord had spoken by the prophet:
23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel”
(which means, God with us).

Seventh Lesson Luke 2:8-16

8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by
night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were filled with great fear. 1> And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold,
I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 1 For unto you is born this day
in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will
find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,
14 “Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”
15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us
go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to
us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger.
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