JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks 118
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1 While shep-herds watched their flocks by night, all
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2 “Fear  not” said he, for might-y  dread had seized their
3 “To you, in - Da - vid’s town this day is born  of
4 “The heaven, -ly babe you there shall find to hu - man
i B
r = ! - _f‘ [
] i | — B i
H_u . | ‘ . . ™
id e B % | | e —
on  the ground, the an - gel of the Lord came down, and
trou-bled mind: “Glad ti - dings of great joy I bring to
‘Da - vid's line the Sav-ior, who is Christ the Lord, and

hum-bly wrapped in swath-ing bands, and
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this shall be the sign,
in a - man-ger laid,

glo - ry shone a - round,
you and hu-man - kind,
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and glo - ry shone a - round.
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and this
and in a

you and hu-man - kind.
shall be the sign:
man - ger laid.”
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5 Thus spoke the seraph, and forthwith

appeared a shining throng

of angels praising God, who thus
addressed their joyful song,
addressed their joyful song;
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“All glory be to God on high,

and to the earth be peace;

good will to all from highest heaven
begin and never cease,

begin and never ceasel”

The publication of this text in the Jate 17th century marked an important moment in the transition from the
older practice of psalm-singing to the newer style of hymn-singing. This tune was not originally written for

church use but was detived from an operatic aria.

TEXT: Nahum Tate, 1700, alt.

MUSIC: George Frederick Handel, 1728; arr, Lowell Masen, 1821

CHRISTMAS
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(alternate tune; WINCHESTER OLD, 117)




JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

145 What Child Is This
04 b,

1 What child is this, who,laid to rest, on Mar-y's lap is sleep-ing?
2 Why lies he in such mean es-tate where ox andass are feed -ing?
3 So  bring him in-cense, goid, and myrrh; come, one and all, to own him.
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Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet while shep-herds watch are keep-ing?

Good Chris-tian, fear; for sin-ners here the si - lent Word is plead-ing.
The King of kings sal-va-tion brings; let lov - ing hearts en-throne him.
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This, this is Chuist the King, whom shep-herds guard and an-gels sing;

Nails, spear, shall pierce him through; the cross be borne for me, for you.
Raise, raise the song on high. The vir - gin sings her lul - 1Ia - by.

haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son  of Mar- y!
Hail, hail, the Word made flesh, the babe, the son  of Mar-y!
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mar -y!
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This Victorian text gains scope and power by having the original second halves of stanzas two and three
restored. They give a stark forward glimpse of what lies ahead for this “babe, the son of Mary!” The tune is
much older, dating from Tudor England.

TEXT: William Chatterton Dix, 1871 GREENSLEEVES
MUSIC: English bailad, 16th cent,; arr. Christmas Carols New and Ofd, 1871 8.7.8.7.6.8.6.7
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JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

143 Angels, from the Realms of Glory
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1 An - gels, from the realms of glo - ry, wing your flight oer
2 Shep-herds, in the fields a - bid - ing, watch-ing o’er your
3 Sag - es, leave your con - tem-pla - tions; bright - er  vi - sions
4 Al cre - a - tion, join  in prais-ing God the Fa - ther
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all the earth; you, who sang cre - a - ton's sto - 1y,
flocks by night, God with us is now re - sid - ing;
beam a - far seek the great de - sire of na - tions;
Spir - i,  Sen, ev - er - more your voic - es rais - ing
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now pro-claim Mes - si - ah’s birth:
yon - der shines the in - fant light: ,
. " come and wor - ship,
you have seen  his na - tal star
to thee-ter - nal Three in  One
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come and wor -ship, wor-ship Christ, the new-born king!
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This familiar carol was first published as a poem in the Christmas Eve 1816 issue of a newspaper the author
edited in Sheffield, England. The tune name celebrates the location of a prominent Presbyterian Church in
London, sometimes called the “Presbyterian cathedral.”

TEXT: Stanzas 1-3, James Montgomery, 1816, 1825; stanza 4, Safisbury Hymn Book, 1857
MUSIC: Henry Thomas Smatrt, 1867
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